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Take  a  drink  of  Jesus,” 
says  Exodus  .  House  director 


“Take  a  drink  of  Jesus,  and  you’ll 
never  drink  that  slop  again!’’  de¬ 
clared  Majure  Smith,  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Exodus  House  at  4618 
Bowen  St.,  Mose  Point.  “A  $24,000  re¬ 
habilitation  program  isn’t  guaran¬ 
teed  to  keep  anybody  sober.  But  if 
you  have  the  water  of  life  you  will 
never  thirst  again.  All  things  are  be¬ 
come  new  in  Jesus.’’ 

.Exodus  House  seeks  to  provide 
food,  shelter,  and  an  alcohol  free  en¬ 
vironment  for  alcoholic  men  who 
have  been  through  rehabilitation 
programs.  “Our  main  objective  is  to 
help  them  stay  sober.  We  try  to  help 
them  find  jobs.  Some  seek  spiritual 
guidance.  Some  are  just  looking  for 
someone  who  really  cares  for  tbm.’’ 
(Sometimes  prisoners  released  from 
Parchnu^  live  there  also.) 

And  why  does  Smith  spoid  20  hours 
a  week  (with  no  salary)  at  this— 
practically  all  of  his  “off  time’’  from 
his  job  at  International  Paper  (Com¬ 
pany?  “Because  I  care  for  these 
m«i.  I’ve  beoi  where  they  are  and 
only  by  the  marvelous  grace  of  God 
was  I  delivered  from  alcohol.  God 
has  given  me  a  deep  burden  to  help 
these  men,  in  the  hope  I  might  point 
them  to  Jesus.’’ 

Exodus  House  is  non-de- 
nominational  and  no  one  is  turned 
away  because  of  creed  or  race.  It  is 
supported  by  contributions  from  in¬ 
dividuals  and  churches.  Jackson 
County  Baptist  Association  has  an 
item  in  its  budget  for  it.  Several  Bap¬ 
tist  churches  in  the  county  have  given 


By  Anne  Washbom  McWilliams 

their  support,  as  well  as  conducting 
worship  services  there  on  Thursday 
nights.  Among  these  are  Escatawpa ; 
Four  Mile  Creek;  Parkway,  Moss 
Point;  Temple;  First,  Helena;  and 
Rivtfside.  Participants  at  the  House 
are  encouraged  to  attend  local 
churdies.  Since  Majure  Smith  is  a 
deacon  at  First  Baptist,  Helena,  that 
church  helps  at  Exodus  House,  as  one 
of  its  home  missicMis  outreach  minis¬ 
tries. 

This  undertaking  began  in  1974, 
when  three  recovering  alcoholics  left 
the  Hinne  of  Grace,  a  similar  minis¬ 
try  at  Vancleave,  anjl  rented  an 
apartment  together,  to  draw 
strength  from  each  other.  A  former 
location  at  608  Live  Oak,  Pascagoula, 
was  damaged  by  Hurricane  Fre¬ 
deric,  and  later  burned. 

Usually  an  average  of  eight  or  nine 
men  live  there  at  one  time.  No  formal 
staff  exists— only  volunteers.  No  one 
gets  a  salary.  “The  men  look  for  jobs 
every  day;  after  they  return,  ttey 
are  free  to  go  to  the  library,’’  Smith 
said,  “or  to  go  to  the  Friendship 
Center  on  Wednesdays  and  Thur- 
days,  where  they  work  at  crafts  or 
play  games.’’ 

Majure  Smith  was  bom  June  28, 
1924,  in  Neshoba,  Miss.,  and  was 
reared  on  a  cotton  farm  near  the 
Linwood  community.  When  he  was 
18,  he  was  drafted  into  the  armed 
services.  “I  started  following  the 
crowd,  and  the  crowd  went  to  the 
nearest  barroom.  By  the  time  I  got 
out  of  the  Navy  in  1946, 1  was  an  al¬ 


coholic.  For  some  26  years  I  lived  the 
life  of  a  drunk.’’ 

One  night  in  1971,  in  a  phone  con¬ 
versation  with  his  brother,  he  asked 
for  help.  Next  day  a  minister,  Arzrae 
Bums,  came  to  visit  him;  through 
Bums’  guidance.  Smith  said,  he  ac¬ 
cepted  Jesus  as  his  savior,  and  was 
bom  again.  Next  day  he  joined  First 
Baptist  Church,  Helena.  “I  grad¬ 
uated  on  my  knees,’’  he  recalls.  “I 
quit  drinking,  with  Jesus’  help 
silone.’’ 

In  1977,  he  surrendered  to  the 
ministry,  was  licensed  to  preach,  and 
was  elected  to  the  board  of  Exodus 
House.  Then,  in  1978,  he  was  asked  to 
be  the  executive  director.  'The  place 
had  been  in  a  Ixde  financially  and  was 
on  the  verge  of  folding.  “The  bank 
balance  was  $4.49  when  I  started  to 
work  here.  But  I  felt  God  had  called 
me  into  this  type  of  work,  and  I 
wasn’t  going  to  let  the  devil  sU^  it.  I 
didn’t  know  how  to  run  it,  but  G<^  has 
helped  me. 

“I  do  this  because  I  know  that 
Jesus  saves,  and  there’s  no  alcoholic 
he  can’t  help.’’  He  says  that  when  he 
retires  from  the  paper  company,  he 
plans  to  wrnic  full  time  at  Ex^us.  His 
wife  helps  him,  he  said.  “She’s  my 
right  hand  in  this.’’ 

The  board  members  have  agreed 
to  look  for  a  house  other  than  the  ren¬ 
ted  one  they  have.  “We  need  a  build¬ 
ing  that  can  be  adequately  cooled  and 
heated  and  strategically  located.  We 
need  land  and  a  building  that  is  more 
permanent.  We  agreed  to  take  this 


MAJURE  SMITH,  member  of  First  Church,  Helena,  is  director  of  Exodus  House 
at  Moss  Point,  a  haven  for  alcoholics  who  have  been  through  a  rehabilitation 
program  and  are  searching  for  jobs. 


step  in  faith,  believing  (jod  will  pro¬ 
vide,  as  in  the  past.’’  He  added,  “We 
feel  that  this  is  a  home  missions  op> 
portunity.  The  Lord  said  to  begin  at 
home,  to  minister  and  to  witness.’’ 

In  response  to  a  note  in  the  Jackson 
OMinty  Baptist  Association’s  news 
bulletin  sent  out  by  the  director  of 
missions,  Allen  Webb,  someone  gave 
a  van  to  Exodus  House.  Some  other 
needs  are  a  heating  system  (they 
have  only  window  units,  not  very  ef¬ 
fective);  towels;  bath  cloths;  dish 


towels;  bedspreads;  large  boilers; 
large  frying  pans,  and  a  vacuum 
cleaner— the  one  they  have  “just 
won’t  pick  up.’’  Priority  need: 
prayer 

-Gerald  Hegwood,  pastor  at  First, 
Helena,  said  of  Smith :  “He  will  speak 
at  churches  (and/or  present  slide 
presentations)  about  the  work  at 
Exodus  House.  (His  address  is  9121 
Wood  Violet,  Pascagoula,  MS  39S67. 
Phone  475-9206.)  He  is  a  man  who 
carries  a  deep  burden  for  the  people 
he  reaches,  ami  desires  to  reach.’’ 
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in  defining  federal  aid 


Missionary  kids 

Ashley  McCaleb,  consultant,  state  WMU,  led  In  a  panel 
discussion,  with  missionary  kids  as  the  participants.  Left  to 
right  are  Mrs.  McCaleb;  David  Simmons,  Spain,  senior  at 
USM,  Iris  Frederick,  Guadeloupe,  enrolled  in  school  of 
photography  at  Memphis;  Susan  Ballard,  Paraguay,  Wil* 


speak  to  WMU 

liam  Caray;  Amy  Fredarick,  Quadaloupa.  USM;  Mark  Mar- 
ritt,  Qarmany,  USM;  and  Noam!  Qonzaiaz  (nativa  of  (^ba; 
bar  paranta  ara  mlaaionariaa  to  tha  Spanlah-apaaking  on 
tha  Coaat).  USM.  Storiaa  and  photoa  by  Anna  McWilliams 
on  pagaa  6-9. 


WASHINGTON  (BP)-Private 
colleges  and  universities— including 
church-related  schools— must  indi¬ 
cate  compliance  with  federal  anti¬ 
sex  discrimination  laws  or  see  their 
students  lose  federal  financial  aid, 
the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  ruled. 

In  a  unanioMus  decision  that  sur¬ 
prised  some  observers,  the  high 
court  ruled  the  U.S.  Depiutment  of 
Elducation  acted  within  the  law  by 
stripping  students  at  Grove  City 
(Pa.)  College  of  Basic  Educational 
Opportunity  Grants  (also  called  Pell 
Grants)  after  the  school  refused  to 
submit  forms  indicating  it  does  not 
discriminate  against  women. 

Attorneys  for  the  college  had  ar¬ 
gued  that  because  the  small,  once- 
PreSbyterian  school  does  not  dis¬ 
criminate  against  women  and  re¬ 
ceives  no  direct  financial  assistance, 
it  should  be  exempt  from  the  De¬ 


partment  of  Elducation’s  compliance^ 
rule. 

But  the  government,  with  the  back¬ 
ing  of  women’s  groups,  persuaded  all 
nine  justices  that  financial  grants  to 
students  amount  to  subsidies  to  the 
college,  leaving  the  college  under  the 
coverage  of  anti-sex  discrimination 
laws  and  regulations. 

In  its  Grove  City  (College  decision, 
the  Supreme  Court  did  stop  short  of 
demanding  the  school  show  anti-tex 
discrimination  compliance  in  all  its 
pjxtgrams,  as  opposed  to  compliance 
in  the  administration  of  financial  as¬ 
sistance  ivograms  only. 

Both  the  government  and  support¬ 
ing  women’s  p^ps  had  sought  the 
broader  application  of  the  law, 
reasoning  the  federal  assistance  to 
students  indirectly  caused  dollars  to 
flow  throughout  all  other  college 
programs. 
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The  Canada  recommendation 


DOUNiaNG  REUGION  OF  CHANS 


The  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
Canada  Study  Committee  deliber¬ 
ated  wisely  and  acted  responsibly 
when  it  made  known  the  fact  that  it 
will  recommend  to  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  that  messengers 
from  Canadian  churches  not  be  sea- 
t^  at  the  OMivention. 

It’s  not  that  Canadian  Baptists  are 
so  much  different  from  Southern 
Baptists  that  it  wouldn’t  work.  There 
is.no  question  but  that  the  Canadians 
would  feel  right  at  home.  They  are 
just  as  much  Southern  Baptists  as 
any  of  the  rest  of  us. 

In  many  cases  their  j)astors  are 
Southern  Baptists  from  the  United 
States  who  have  gone  there  to  minis¬ 
ter.  In  many  other  casesr  their  pas¬ 
tors  have  been  educated  in  Southern 
Baptist  institutions.  Their  churches 
are  affiliated  with  the  Northwest 
Convoition,  a  part  of  the  framework 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

But  there  is  a  hurdle  that  there  is  no 
way  to  get  over  very  well  at  this  time. 
It  is  the  constitution  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention,  whidi  says  that 
the  convention  is  an  “organization 
for  Baptists  in  the  United  States  and 
its  territories. . . 

The  committee  to  study  the  Canada 
question  was  set  up  in  response  to  a 
motion  at  last  year’s  onivention  cal¬ 
ling  for  an  amendmrat  which  would 
add  “and  Canada’’  to  the  specifica¬ 
tion. 

But  then  the  question  would  have  to 
be  asked,  “Why  just  Canada?’’ 
Though  the  Canadians  speak  En- 
glirii,  the  predominant  language  of 
Southern  Baptist  churches,  that 
can’t  be  used  as  a  criterion.  There 
are  many  coi^egations  of  Southern 
Baptists  within  the  boundaries  of  the 
United  States,  not  even  considering 
its  territories,  that  speak  ^me  lan- 
.  guage  other  than  E^n^h.  In  some  of 
th^  -territories,  English  speaking 
members  are  at  a  minimum. 

The  Baptist  Record 

(ISSN-0005-5778) 

515  Mississippi  Street 
P.O.  Box  530 
Jackson,  Miss.  39205 
Don  McGregor  Eklitor' 

Tim  Nicholas  Associate  Editor 
Anne  McWUliams  Editorial 
Associate 

Journal  of 

The  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention 

Charles  Pickering 
President 
EarlKeUy 

Executive  Secretary-Treasurer 

B«ptUt  Record  AdvUory  Committee; 
Bruce  Hill,  Lcxingtoiii  QdU  Henderson, 
Cleveland,  vice-chairman;  Tom  Hudson. 
Jackaoa,  chairman;  Owen  Lusk,  Cdumbia; 
Robert  H.  Jackson,  Brandon;  Dan 
Tbompaon,  HarpervUle;  Ex-offido,  Evelyn 
Keyes,  Jackson,  secretary. 

Subscription  f7.SS  a  year  payable  in  ad¬ 
vance. 

PubUsbed  weekly  except  ereek  of  July  4  and  j 
Christmas. 

Second  Class  Postafe  paid  at  Jackson,  Mis-< 


If  we  were  to  consider  Canada  be¬ 
cause  of  its  common  border  with  the 
United  States,  we  would  have  to  be 
aware  that  Mexico  has  the  same 
qualification.  And  that  is  more  than 
can  be  said  about  the  territories. 

So  once  we  were  to  go  beyond  the 
specifications  outlined  in  the  con¬ 
stitution,  where  do  we  stop?  We  can’t 
have  a  worldwide  Baptist  conven¬ 
tion. 

The  Baptist  World  Alliance  is  the 
organization  established  to  deal  with 
Baptists  on  an  international  basis. 
We  must  not  be  so  presumptions  as  to 
violate  that  condition. 

The  committee  realized  that  there 
needs  to  be  a  close  relationship  bet¬ 
ween  Canadian  Baptists  and  South¬ 
ern  Baptists  of  the  United  States.  It 
will  recommend  ways  of  continuing 
and  enhancing  such  a  relationship.  It 
also  pointed  out  that  one  of  the  objec¬ 
tives  should  be  the  “development  of  a 


Canadian  Southern  Baptist  entity.’’ 

As  noted  in  an  earlier  story  in  the 
Baptist  Record  (March  1),  the  com¬ 
mittee  will  recommoid  a  way  for 
Southern  Baptists  to  “best  achieve 
our  mutual  goal  of  helping  reach 
C^anada  for  Christ.’’  This  will  include 
“an  aggressive,  evangelistic 
strategy  utilizing  increased  Southern 
Baptist  leadership  and  resources.’’ 
There  would  be  a  Southern  Baptist 
(Convention  (Canada  Planning  Group 
that  would  consist  of  executives  and 
representatives  from  the  Home  Mis¬ 
sion  Board,  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board,  the  Sunday  School  Board,  and 
the  Radio  and  Television  (Conunis- 
sion,  as  well  as  representatives  from 
other  agencies.  The  Home  Mission 
Board  representative  would  be  the 
chairman. 

The  committee  is  to  be  com¬ 
mended.  The  reconunendation  is  a 
good  one. 


Tte  ddbale  bc^  dbwn 
essentially  toooe  issue — 
chance  \«.desifiai.  The 


/  by  chance:  no  mote,  no  ^ 
y  less,  enhance  assumes  no  v 
/  supreme  beii^  Des^  V 
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Guest  opinion  .  .  . 

The  miracle  of  the  rose 


By  Walter  Price 


The  BapCift  Record  It  a  member  of  the 
Southern  Baplltt  Prett  Ataodatlofi. 

Voluiie  IM  Nwnber  f  I 


Thanksgiving  Day,  1933:  Marriage 
of  Dorothy  R.  and  Edwin  B.  Dues- 
chle. 

The  Day  Before  Thanksgiving 
Day,  1963:  Dorothy  R.  Dueschle  died 
following  a  two-year  bout  with 
cancer. 

“Precious  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  is 
the  death  of  his  saints’’  (Psalm 
116:15).  Not  stone  statue  saints,  but 
saints  who  are  that  because  of  their 
personal  relationship  with  the  Lord 
Jesus  (Christ. 

‘*Dodie,’’  as  she  was  known  to  aU 
her  family  and  friends,  was  a  saint  in 
every  sense  of  the  word.  A  dynamic 
-  blend  of  old-fashioned  Yankee  in¬ 
genuity  and  spunk  with  a  life  of  deep 
faith  so  meaningful  to  all  who  knew 
her. 

I  knew  her  as  the  pastor’s  secret¬ 
ary  in  the  church  where  I  grew  up. 
She  served  as  the  right  hand  of  a  suc¬ 
cession  of  pastors  over  a  period  of  18 
years.  I  alM  knew  her  as  the  mother 
of  dear  friends.  She  passed  her  faith 
on  to  her  children.  Her  son  reflected 
the  respect  they  all  had  for  her  as  he 
stood  at  her  funeral  and  said  so 
eloquently,  “The  writer  of  Proverbs 
asks  the  question,  ’Who  can  find  a 
virtuous  woman?’  I  have  the  ans¬ 
wer.” 

Sandra  is  a  nurse  who  with  her 
husband,  Pat,  is  very  involved  in 
Christian  ministries  through  speak¬ 
ing  and  foster  parenting. 

,  Judy’s  husb^,  Ken,  is  a  Baptist 
minister  who  is  now  a  denomina¬ 
tional  executive. 

Diane  is  active  in  mission  work, 
having  made  trips  abroad,  and  now 
speaks  at  many  churches  sharing  her 
faith  and  conunitment. 

Ed,  the  only  soiv  is  a  Baptist  minis¬ 
ter.  Eadi  of  her  i^dren  live  on  the 
cutting  edge  of  ministry.  Each  will 
telKyou  that  the  good  In  their  lives  is  a 


tribute  to  a  godly  mother  who  led 
them  by  precq>t  and  example.  Elach 
“will  rise  up  and  call  bar  blessed.” 

Dodie  was  given  the  privilege  by 
her  docten*  of  going  home  to  die.  The 
last  few  months  ^  her  earthly  life 
were  spent  in  her  own  bed  at  home.  So 
sad  that  it’s  such  a  rare  occurrence  in 
our  high-tech  age.  But  there,  at 
home,  surround^  by  her  family, 
holdiiig  the  hand  of  hw  faithful  bus- 
band  on  one  side  and  daughter, 
Diane,  on  the  other,  with  nurse 
Sandra  listening  to  her  heart  and  Ekl 
standing  close,  she  passed  from  this 
life  to  the  next.  Apparrat  that  the  end 
was  near  they  each  said,  “Good-bye, 
Mom.” 

Then  out  of  that  deep  coma  she 
squeezed  Diane’s  hand,  as  if  to  reply, 
“(xood-bye.  See  all  of  you  later.” 

Someone  said,  “Mom,  let  go  now,” 


and  as  if  on  cue  from  the  Eternal  Di¬ 
rector,  Sandra  said  her  heart  gave 
one  lak  beat  of  life  and  ceased  its 
labor. 

But  I  wanted  to  tell  you  about  the 
rose.  As  you  could  notice  by  the  date 
of  her  death.  Thanksgiving  Day 
would  have  represented  her  Golden 
Wedding  Anniversary.  All  the  family 
had  been  prepared  to  celebrate  the 
occasion  round  her  sick  bed.  But  now, 
instead,  they  celebrated  in  a  diffe¬ 
rent  way,  truly  giving  thanks  that 
there  was  no  more  sickness,  no  more 
suffering,  no  more  tears,  no  more 
death  for  their  Dodie.  Itwasaperfect 
“goldoi”  day  for  Dodie  in  tte  pre¬ 
sence  of  her  Lord. 

The  family  wanted  a  yellow  rose  to 
be  placed  in  her  hand  in  the  casket  to 
represent  the  golden  anniversary. 
Contacts  were  made  with  all  the 


florists  in  the  area.  None  had  any  yel¬ 
low  roses  nor  could  they  locate  any. 
There  would  be  no  yellow  rose  for 
Dodie’s  hand  the  next  dav. 

That  Thanksgiving  ni^t  saw  the 
first  hard  frost  ^  the  year.  The  temp¬ 
erature  dropped  near  freezing.  The 
following  morning  as  they  aw^ened 
and  prepared  for  the  events  of  the 
day,  Sandra  saw  it.  In  her  yard, 
overnight,  for  no  “explainable” 
reason,  one  solitary,  beautiful  yellow 
rose-bud  had  bloomed.  Lovingly  it 
was  cut  and  placed  in  the  hai^  of 
their  beloved  Dodie. 

Unexplainable?  No.  I  know  a  fam¬ 
ily  who  would  love  to  have  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  explaining  to  you  the  mira¬ 
cle  of  the  rose. 

Walter  Price  now  lives  in  Georgia. 
He  is  a  former  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Fulton. 


Reagan  calls  for  large  subsidy  cuts 
for  nonprofit,  second-class  mail 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  The 
Reagan  administration  again  has 
called  for  large  cuts  in  the  postal  sub¬ 
sidy  whidi  provides  reduced  rates 
for  a  wide  range  of  non-profit  mail¬ 
ers,  including  churches  and  state 
Baptist  newspapers. 

In  submittbig  a  $926  billion  budget 
proposal  to  (Congress  for  fiscal  1965, 
the  administration  duplicated  its  1964 
request  for  $400  million  for  the 
ferred  rate  mail  subsidy.  That 
amount  is  less  than  half  the  1870  mill¬ 
ion  Congress  appropriated  for  fiscal 
1964  and  just  about  half  the  amount 
the  Postal  Service  estimates  neces¬ 
sary  to  preserve' current  rates 
through  fiscal  1965. 


By  Larry  Chesser 

Postal  Service  examples  show 
non-profit  rates  under  the  Reagan 
budget  proposal  would  jump  29-58 
percent. 

ABtukigh  it  is  too  early  to  tell  what 
(Congress  will  do  with  the  administra;^ 
tion’s  1985  request,  lawmakers  have 
rejected  large  cuts  in  the  revenue 
foregone  suteidy  the  past  two  years. 
Hie  Postal  Service  Board  of  Gover¬ 
nors  earlier  recommended  $731  for 
the  fiscal  1965  subsidy,  the  amount 
necessary  for  a  one-st^  increase  in 
preferred  mail  rates.  Hiat  proposal 
would  put  the  rates  at  step  15  of  a 
16-year  phasing  process  (Congress 
began  in  1970. 

In  addition  to  the  $400  million  re¬ 


commended  for  the  revenue  foregone 
subsidy,  the  1965  budget  calls  for  a 
$52  million  ‘  ‘reconciliation  payihent” 
to  make  up  a  1962  deficit  in  preferred 
mail  costs  plus  an  additional  $240 
million  for  liabilities  incurred  under 
the  former  Post*  Office  Department 
prior  to  1970. 

The  administration  also  has  pro¬ 
posed  “the  Postal  Service  operate  in 
the  future  within  the  amount  ap(Rt>p- 
riated  by  (Congress  each  year,  not  re¬ 
ceiving  the  additional  amounts,  such 
as  reconciliation  payments,  to  sup¬ 
plement  the  initial  appropriation.” 

(Larry  dMsser  writes  far  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Jsiat  Committee.) 


n 


I 


lapttBt 

Appointment  service  in  Biloxi 

•  / 

Foreign  missions  coming 
to  Mississippi  April  10 


Foreign  Mission  Board 
Appointment  Service 
^  APRIL  10 

^  6:45  P  M. 

COAST  COLISEUM 


Spacenet  launch  delay 
won’t  slow  ACTS  start 

By  Greg  Warner 


Monumental  preparations  for  a 
Baptist  spectacle  on  the  Mississippi 
Gulf  Coast  are  coming  to  a  peak. 

On  April  10,  a  groupof  more  than  20 
persons  will  be  appointed  as  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  foreign  missionaries  in  a 
ceremony  in  the  Gulf  Coast  Coliseum 
in  Biloxi. 

April  9-11  the  entire  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  will  be  meeting  in  Biloxi 
with  the  appointment  service  the 
high  point  of  the  week.  Planners  fully 
expect  to  fill  the  entire  coliseum’s 
11,000-plus  seats  at  6:45  the  evening 
of  April  10. 

Included  in  the  service,  which  is 
free  and  open  to  the  public,  will  be  a 
parade  of  flags  from  each  of  the  102 
countries  where  Southern  Baptists 
have  foreign  missionaries  serving,  a 
1,000  voice  choir  made  up  of  volun- 


Progress 
who  say 


teers  from  Mississippi  Baptist 
churches,  testimonies  from  the 
newly-appointed  missionaries,  and  a 
missions  challenge  by  Keith  Parks, 
president  of  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board. 

Prior  to  the  appointment  service 
will  be  a  mission  banquet  April  9, 
hosted  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  staff  with  the  mis- 
sipnaries  and  FMB  members  as 
guests.  The  public  was  invited  to 
purchase  tickets  for  the  banquet 
which  is  to  be  held  at  the  coliseum  at  7 
p.m. 

In  addition  to  the  Foreign  Mission 
Boards  planning,  a  number  of  coast 
committees  are  putting  together 
local  arrangements.  Led  by  chair¬ 
man  Frank  Gunn,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Biloxi,  committees  range 


from  hospitality,  to  guest  housing,  to 
ushers,  to  pubHcity,  to  prayer  efforts. 

A  number  of  local  church  groups 
are  planning  to  take  busloads  of 
members. 

One  special  aspect  of  attendance  at 
the  appointment  service,  according 
to  organizers,  is  the  importance  of 
having  in  attendance  people  who  are 
considering  foreign  missions  as  a 
career  possibility. 

“  Churches  and  institutions  across 
the  state  are  purchasing  ads  in  the 
coast’s  Sun-Herald  and  Jackson’s 
Clarion  Ledger-Jackson  Daily  News, 
which  are  producing  special  inserts 
in  their  Sunday,  April  8,  editions 
which  will  tell  the  story  of  foreign 
missions  and  promote  the  appoint¬ 
ment  service. 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)— 
Launch  of  the  Spacenet  I  satellite 
which  will  carry  the  programs  of  the 
American  Christian  Television  Sys¬ 
tem  (ACTS),  has  been  postponed 
from  April  12  to  May,  but  the  delay 
will  not  slow  the  start-up  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist  TV  network,  according  to  ACTS 
President  Jimmy  R.  Allen. 

ACJTS  will  begin  broadcasting  May 
15,  with  the  initial  six  hours  of  daily 
programs  being  delivered  by  another 
satellite  on  an  interim  basis,  Allen 
said.  The  full  16-hour  day  scheduled 
day  will  begin  June  12  with  a  formal 


launch  ceremony  at  the  Southern 
Baptist  (Ik>nvention.  ACTTS  will  switch 
to  the  Spacenet  I  satellite  when  it  be¬ 
comes  operati(»ial. 

ACTS  was  informed  of  the 
Spacenet  delay  recently  by  the  satel¬ 
lite’s  owner,  GTE  Spacenet  (^p. 
The  postponement,  however,  re¬ 
sulted  from  a  delay  in  launch 
schedule  of  the  rocket  that  will  place 
Spacenet  in  orbit.  Arianespace,  the 
FYench  company  that  owns  the  roc¬ 
ket,  has  cancelled  the  April  12 
launch.  It  has  not  been  rescheduled 
yet,  but  is  expected  in  May. 

Allen  said  several  possible  interim 
satellites  are  under  consideration, 
and  a  contract  will  be  signed  soon. 

Meanwhile,  construction  continues 
on  the  satellite  transmitting  facility 
for  Uplink,  which  will  send  the  ACTS 
program  signal  from  Fort  Worth  to 
the  satellite  for  relay  to  cable  TV  s)rs- 
tems  and  television  stations  around 
the  country.  A  two-ton,  38-foot  dish 
antenna,  centerpiece  of  the  uplink 
facility,  was  installed  at  the  site 


pleases  inerrantist  leaders, 
SBC  course  irrevocably  set 

By  Daa  Martlii 


WAKE  FOREST,  N.C.  (BP)— 
Three  leaders  of  the  inerrancy 
movement  in  the  Southern  Baptist 
Conventiori  say  they  are  “encour¬ 
aged”  by  progress  they  have  noade  in 
the  past  five  years  in  getting 
“equity”  for  their  views  in  the  na¬ 
tion’s  largest  protestant  denomina¬ 
tion. 

Paul  Pressler,  an  appeals  court 
judge  from  Houston,  and  Paige  Pat¬ 
terson,  president  of  Criswell  Center 
for  Biblical  Studies  in  Dallas, 
emerged  into  the  spotlight  in  1979 
with  Uieir  claims  the  denomination 
was  becoming  increasingly  liberal 
and  a  concerted  campaign  to  wrest 
political  control  of  the  20  national 
agencies— particularly  the  six 
seminaries— from  the  “enormous 
bureaucracy”  running  them. 

The  focus  of  their  campaign  has 
been  the  boards  of  trustees.  The 
strategy  has  been  to  elect  “solid  con¬ 
servative  presidents”  who  will  make 
key  appointments  insuring  place¬ 
ment  of  inerrantists  on  the  boards. 

The  structure  of  the  effect  has  been 
a  network  of  “those  who  had  a  con¬ 
servative  disposition”  in  every  state. 
'The  method  is  to  “inform”  interested 
Southern  Baptists  of  what  is  being 
written  and  promulgated  by  denomi¬ 
national  employees  and  to  encourage 
active  involvement. 

Pressler  and  Patterson  have  been 
.  the  point  men.  Several  years  ago. 


they  were  joined  by  Russell  Kaem- 
merling,  Patterson’s  brother-in-law, 
who  established  and  edits  the  inde¬ 
pendent  inerrantist  publication. 
Southern  Baptist  Advocate. 

During  a  recrat  symposium  on  the 
campus  of  Southeastern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary,  the  three  say 
they  want  their  view  Uiat  Scripture  is 
without  error  tau^t  at  the  six  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  seminaries  and  reflected 
by  the  other  14  agencies. 

Kaemmerling  said  the  effort  “is 
not  a  matter  of  imposing  interpreta¬ 
tion,”  but  is  a  “matter  of  being  rep¬ 
resented.”  He  cited  a  Gallup  Poll 
which  claims  96  percent  of  Southern 
Baptists  are  inerrantists,  and  said: 
“Assuming  that  he  (Gallup)  is  only 
half  right,  where  is  the  50  percent  of 
faculty  members  who  hold  to  an  iner- 
rant  Bible?  My  money  is  being  ex¬ 
pended,  but  my  views  are  not  being 
represented.” 

Patterson  said:  “We  have  seen  no 
substantive  effort  on  the  part  of  any 
institutions  or  agencies  to  date  to 
rectify  the  injustice  that  presently 
exists  in  representation,”  he  said.  He 
answered  with  an  unequivocal  “No !  ” 
when  asked  if  any  agency  is  ap¬ 
proaching  “equity.” 

Patterson  did,  however,  say  he 
“must  put  in  an  asterisk  because  I 
think  in  the  case  of  the  Home  Mission 
Board  ...  Dr.  Bill  Tanner  is  very 
much  sensitive  to  what  conservative 


Southern  Baptists  feel  and  are  sa3rii^ 
...  I  think  if  it  were  as  simple  as  his 
just  declaring  it  is  going  to  be  fair,  it 
would  be  tomorrow,  but  things  don’t 
happen  that  easily.” 

He  added,  however,  that  in  the  case 
of  the  Home  Mission  Board,  “things 
are  moving  in  that  direction  (toward 
‘equity’).” 

F*ressler  mentioned  Golden  Gate 
Baptist  Thedogical  Seminary  in  Mill 
Valley,  Calif.,  and  said:  “Frank  Pol¬ 
lard  (the  new  president)  is  a  very 
conservative,  Bible-believing  man. 
He  has  two  openings  on  his  faculty, 
and  what  he  does  with  them  will 
probably  affect  their  future.” 

F*rogress,  Patterson  said,  is  being 
made  on  the  trustee  level.  “We  do 
feel  we  have  seen  some  progress  in 
establishing  more  nearly  an  equita¬ 
ble  situation  in  terms  oT  the  people 
who  serve  on  the  boards  of  directors. 
There  has  been  some  progress  made 
there.” 

Patterson  said  it  is  a  “logical  de¬ 
duction  that  provided  we  continue  to 
be  able  to  rectify  the  inequity  on  the 
boards  it  would  have  to  follow  that  at 
some  point  or  another  the  inequities 
that  actually  exist  . . .  would  also 
begin  to  straighten  themselves  out.” 

He  said :  “  We  knew  we  wouldn’t  get 
to  the  break-even  point  on  the  trus¬ 
tees  in  five  years  unless  we  started 
the  process  of  knockii^  people  off  I 
think  the  people  who  have  b^n  serv¬ 


ing  on  the  committee  on  boards  have 
wi^y  chosen  not  to  take  that  action. 
We  are  not  up  to  the  dimination  of 
people.  What  we  want  is  to  gain 
adequate  representation  and  that 
means  that  we  have  to  spread  it  out 
over  a  longer  period  of  time.” 

Pressler  said  the  group  has  “no 
timetable,”  for  when  pditical  control 
will  shift.  “When  rank  and  file  South¬ 
ern  Baptists  are  involved,  the  ivob- 
lems  are  going  to  work  themselves 
out.” 

Previously,  “nobody  understood 
how  the  system  worked;  nobody  was 
sufficiently  involved.  The  convention 
(machinery)  was  overwhelming,” 
hecharged.  “There  was  an  enormous 
self-perpetuating  bureaucracy  that 
was  not  sensitive  to  lots  of  issues.” 

Now,  however,  Pressler  qlaimed 
the  inerrancy  movement  has  had  an 
impact  and  “the  direction  of  the  con¬ 
vention  is  irrevocably  set.  I  do  not 
think  there  wiH  be  any  reversing  of 
the  direction  that  is  now  set.” 

Patterson  said  inerrancy  “is  a  life 
and  death  matter”  to  him  because  he 
“believes  heaven  is  real  and  hell  is 
real  and  that  lost  p^le  go  to  hell. 
The  only  difference  is  the  vicarious 
substitutionary  death  of  Jesus 
C3irist.  I  believe  that  is  only  main¬ 
tained  by  an  absolute  allegiance  to 
the  word  of  God  as  infallible  and  iner- 
( Continued  on  page  15> 


March  7. 

Other  components  of  ACTS  are  fal¬ 
ling  into  place  as  well,  Allen  said.  The 
renegotiated  contract  with  QTE 
Space  Corp.,  which  will  lower  ACTS’ 
satellite  lease  to  1138,000  per  month 
and  provide  the  network  with  $1.5 
million-worth  of  satellite  dishes,  is  in 
the  final  stages  of  discussion,  he  said. 

Ek]uipment  is  being  installed  in  the 
network  operations  center,  which 
will  originate  ACTS  broadcast  signal 
at  the  RTVC  for  relay  to  the  uplink. 
The  facility  will  be  operational  in 
early  May,  Allen  said. 

The  RTVC  has  scheduled  dinner 
rallies  April  12  to  coincide  with  the 
spacenet launch. 

Rallies  are  planned  in  more  than  50 
cities  through  a  live  satellite  hookup 
to  ACTS  studios  in  Fort  Worth.  Rally 
participants  will  view  a  75-minute 
closed-circuit  TV  special  featuring 
ABen;  comedian  Jerry  Gower;  and 
John  Bisagno,  pastor  of  First  Baptist 
Church,  Houston,  and  preacher  for 
ACTS’  “Invitation  to  Life”  program. 
Other  features  include  music  by  the 
Brooks  Brothers  and  clips  of  ACTS 
programs. 

The  April  12  rallies  in  Mississippi 
will  be  in  Hattiesburg,  Peter 
McLeod,  coordinator;  and  in 
Jackson,  Larry  Black,  coordinator. 
For  details,  contact  the  coordinators. 

(Warner  writes  for  the  Radio  and 
Tdevision  Commission.) 
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Baptist  leaders  push  equal 
access  after  prayer  defeat 


WASHINGTON  (BP)-On  the 
heels  of  the  Senate’s  rejection  of 
President  Reagan’s  proposed  con- 
sthntional  amendment  on  school 
prayer,  Southern  Baptist  leaders 
urg^  Congress  to  pass  legislation 
giving  secondary  schod  stunts  the 
same  access  to  voluntary,  student- 
initiated  religious  gatherings  pro¬ 
vided  for  other  student-initiated 
non-academic  activities. 

At  a  news  conference  foUoWing  the 
vote  in  which  Senate  backers  of  the 
school  prayer  amendment  fell  11 


By  Larry  Chesser  aad  Stan  Hastey 

votes  short  of  the  two-thirds  majority 
required  for  passage.  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  President  James  T. 
Draper  Jrr  and  Baptist  Joint  Cont- 
mittee  on  Public  Affairs  Elzecutive 
Director  James  M.  Dunn— who  dif¬ 
fered  on  the  Reagan  prayer 
amendment— voiced  support  for  the 
equal  access  pn^xMals  qxMisored  by 
Sen.  Mark  O.  Hatfield,  R-Ore.  (S. 
815),  and  Rep.  Don  Bonker,  D-Wash. 
(H.R.  4996). 

Hatfield  announced  Senate  major¬ 
ity  leader  Howard  H.  Baker,  Jr., 


Home  Board  affirms 
policy  on  ordination 


By  Jim  Newton 


ATLANTA  (BP)— Insisting  ordi¬ 
nation  of  women  is  an  issue  to  be  set¬ 
tled  only  by  the  local  church,  direc¬ 
tors  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Home 
Mission  Board  reaffirmed  the  agen¬ 
cy’s  current  pc^icy  which  does  ndt 
require  ordination  as  a  qualification 
for  missimuuy  ai^intment. 

Directora  reject^  a  motion  calling 
for  appointm^  of  a  committee  to 
study  board  policies  concerning  or¬ 
dination  of  women,  adopting  instead 
a  substitute  motion  rearming  the 
board’s  current  policies.  There  were 
six  dissaiting  votes. 

The  issue  arose  after  board  chair¬ 
man  Jerry  Gilmore,  an  attorney 
fixHn  Dallas,  pointed  out  the  current 
policy  does  not  require  (Mxlination  or 
licensing  of  ministers  for  appoint¬ 
ment  of  either  men  or  women  as  mis¬ 
sionaries. 

Ordination,  Gilmore  said,  isa  mat¬ 
ter  to  be  determined  solely  by  each 
individual  church  in  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention,  not  the  agencies 
of  the  convention.  “Our  policy  is  that 
we  appoint  (as  missionaries)  qual¬ 
ified  people  who  are  valid  members 
of  STO  churches,’’  Gilmore  added. 

Gilmore  brought  up  the  subject 
during  a  miscellaneous  business  ses¬ 
sion.  referring  to  a  report  mailed  to 
all  board  members  indicating  the 
number  of  ordained  women  related 
to  the  board. 

Only  seven  ordained  women  are 
currently  appointed  among  the 
board’s  3,800  missionaries,  and  four 
of  them  are  under  “short-term’’  ap¬ 
pointment  for  two  years,  according 
to  the  report. 

In  addition,  21  ordained  women 
have  been  endorsed  by  the  Chaplains 
Commission  of  the  Home  Mission 
Board  to  serve  as  military,  institu¬ 
tional  or  hospital  chaplains.  Ordina¬ 
tion  is  not  required  for  endorsement 
by  the  Chaplains  Commission,  but  in 
most  cases  is  required  by  the  agency 
which  employs  the  chaplain  and  sets 
the  qualifications  for  each  position, 
the  report  said.  >. 

In  discussion  following  Gilmore’s 
comments,  Ronnie  Yarber,  pastor  of 
Gross  Road  Baptist  COurch  in  Dallas, 
argued  if  the  mission  board  appoints 
any  ordained  woman  as  a  missionary 


or  endorses  an  ordained  woman 
chaplain,  it  makes  the  local  church 
feel  it  is  “bucking’’  the  mission 
agency  if  it  refuses  to  ordain  women. 

Yarber  said  he  deeply  resents  the 
Home  Mission  Board’s  publishing  a 
mission  study  book  entitled,  “We 
Spell  Missions  AMERICA,”  which 
included  the  testimony  of  a  woman 
who  had  been  ordained.  4.,. 

“This  article  is  a  veiled  criticism 
and  condenmation  of  those  of  us  who 
take  a  Bible-centered  position  on  the 
issue  of  ordination  of  women,” 
Yarber  charged.  “The  gist  of  the  ar¬ 
ticle  is  pro-ordination  of  women.” 

Yarb^  added  he  appreciates  a  iet- 
ter  going  to  all  board  members  and  to 
Baptist  state  papers  from  HMB  Pres¬ 
ident  MUiam  G.  Tanner  clarifying 
the  board’s  current  policy  on  oitfina- 
tion,  but  said  the  letter  was  “post 
facto”  after  the  damage  had  beoi 
done. 

Following  Yarber’s  comments, 
Gaylon  Wiley,  pastor  of  First  Baptist 
C3iurch,  Angleton,  Texas,  made  a 
ntotion  that  the  bo^  chainnan  ap¬ 
point  a  committee  “fair  to  all  of  us” 
to  study  the  board’s  policies  and 
bring  back  a  report. 

“'The  real  issue,”  said  Wiley,  “is 
not  ordination  of  womoi  but  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  Word  of  (kid.”  Both 
Wiley  and  YaH>er  said  they  believe 
scripture  prohibits  ordination  of 
women.  Bill  Sherman,  pastor  of 
Woodmont  Baptist  (%ur^,  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tenn.,  opposed  Wiley’s  motion, 
saying  he  found  no  support  in  the 
scriptme  for  ordination  of  either  men 
or  women,  including  his  own  ordina¬ 
tion. 

Both  Sherman  and  Gilmore  sup¬ 
ported  the  mission  study  book  pub¬ 
lished  by  the  board.  Sherman  com¬ 
mended  the  writer  of  the  book,  saying 
“I  think  he  told  the  truth.” 

Following  Sherman’s  comments, . 
Emmett  Henderson  of  Atlanta, 
executive  director  of  the  Georgia 
OHindl  on  Moral  and  Civic  (kincems, 
introduced  the  substitute  motion  fi¬ 
nally  adopted  reaffirming  the 
board’s  current  policies. 

(Newton  writes  for  the  Home  Mls- 
sioa  Board.) 


R-Tenn.,  had  assured  him  the  Senate 
will  be  (^ven  opportunity  to  consider 
his  proposal  this  year.  In  the  House  of 
Representatives,  an  Education  and 
LatMT  panel  is  considering  a  hearing 
on  the  Bonker  bill  in  the  near  future. 

Draper,  a  strong  supporter  of  die 
Re^an  amendment,  said  he  was 
“disappointed”  with  the  Senate  vote 
but  that  religious  leaders  should 
unite  behind  equal  access  legislation. 

Draper,  who  witnessed  the  vote 
from  a  Senate  gallery,  said  a  positive 
result  of  the  prayer  debate  is  that  “it 
should  make  this  bill  (equal  access) 
easier  to  pass.”  He  reiterated  he  has 
supported  the  bill  since  the  Oregon 
senator  introduced  it  last  year. 

The  Euless,  Texas,  pastor  also  ex¬ 
pressed  optimism  that  as  many  as 
“80  to  90”  percent  of  senators  ought 
to  be  able  to  support  the  Hatfield  bill. 
But,  he  warned,  if  equal  access  legis¬ 
lation  fails  to  pass  (kmgress,  “you 
are  going  to  see  such  a  proliferation 
of  private  schools  it  will  destroy  the 
public  school  system.” 

Tired  of  fighting  each  other 

Draper  said  he  looked  forward  to 
working  with  other  religious  leaders 
who  fought  the  prayer  amendment. 
^Most  of  us  are  tired  (rf  fighting  each 
other,”  he  declared,  adding  that  “it 
grieves  me”  (kiristian  brothers  were 
on  opposite  sides  of  the  prayer 
amendment.  He  pointed  to  the  dis¬ 
agreement  between  himself  and 
Dunn  on  the  measure. 

Appearing  with  Dunn  after  the  Se¬ 
nate  vote.  Draper  said,  “I  think  equal 
access  does  (give  us  the  opportunity) 
to  get  togetha*.” 

“I’m  looking  for  some  reason  to 
stand  with  people,  not  against  them,” 
he  said. 

Dunn  sounded  a  similar  theme, 
saying,  “It  is  now  time  for  reconcilia¬ 
tion  and  progress.  What  is  needed 
now  is  legislation  such  as  Senator 
Hatfield’s  and  (kmgressman  Bun¬ 
ker’s  bills  to  safegiuud  and  clarify 
the  rights  of  students  to  exercise 
ffeely  their  religion.” 

Dunn  told  reporters  the  Baptist 
Joint  (kimmittee  “enthusiastically 
suq>ports”  the  Hatfield  and  Bonker 
bills  which  he  said  would  “provide 
for  truly  voluntary,  student-initiated 
religious  activities  in  public  secon-« 
dary  schools  on  the  same  basis  that 
other  non-academic  activities  are 
permitted.” 

(k>mmenting  on  the  pra^r 
amendment  defeat,  Dunn  said,  “^e 
real  winners  are  schod  children  all 
across  the  nation  who. .  .will  remain 
protected  from  government-imposed 
religious  rituals.” 

In  other  Baptist  reaction  to  the  Se¬ 
nate’s  rejection  of  the  Reagan  pro¬ 
posal  to  permit  organized,  vocal 
.^irayer  in  public  schools,  SBC  Chris¬ 
tian  Life  Commission  Executive  Di¬ 
rector  Foy  D.  Valentine  called  the 
vote  “a  clear  victory  for  religious 
liberty”  and  “an  affirmation  of  our 
(kinstitution’s  guarantee  of  separa¬ 
tion  of  church  and  state.” 

(Chesser  and  Hastey  write  for  the 
Baptist  Joint  Committee.) 


NBC  to  air  Palm  Sunday  service 
from  First  Church,  Richmond 

FORT  WOR’TH,  Texas  (BP)-NBC  wiU  broadcast  five  the  PalmTSm-* 
day  worship  service  firom  First  Baptist  Church,  Ricfamond,  Va.,  April 
15. 

The  broadcast  is  a  joint  production  of  NBC  and  the  Southern  Baptist 
Radio  and  Television  (kxnmission  (RTVC),  and  one  of  several  carried 
each  year  on  NBC. 

James  Flamming,  pastor  of  First  Baptist,  will  preach  the  Palm  Sun¬ 
day  sermon.  The  sermon,  “The  Things  That  Make  for  Peace”  will  foeus 
on  Jesus’ triumphal  entry  into  Jerusalem,  file  historical  basis  for  Palm 
Sunday .  Jesus’ wish  for  Jerusalem  on  that  day,  is  the  same  wish  be  has 
for  us,  “that  we  would  know  the  things  that  make  for  peace,”  Fleming 
said. 

The  NBC  special,  “Palm  Sunday  at  Richmond,”  will  be  broadcast 
live  at  11:00  a.m.  EST.  Local  times  and  dates  may  vary. 


Singles  to  Hattiesburg 


“Picking  Up  The  Pieces”  is  the 
theme  for  the  Singles’  Seminar  to  be 
held  April  6-7  at  Main  Street  Church, 
Hattiek)urg.  The  seminar,  which  is 
co-sponsMed  by  the  (kiristian  Action 
(k>mmission  and  Main  Street,  will 
feature  (kyde  Besson,  founder  and 
director  oi  Christian  Growth  Minis¬ 
tries  in  Houston,  Tex. 

Besson  is  an  ordained  minister  who 
has  served  as  a  pastor  for  19  years. 
He  presently  works  in  the  area  of 
marriage  and  family  counseling  and 
has  developed  the  “Picking  Up  the 
Pieces”  conc^  to  assist  single  per¬ 
sons  with  their  adjustment  to  single 
life. 

'  The  seminar  will  begin  at  6  p.m.  on 
Friday,  April  5,  and  conclude  at  5:30 
p.m.  on  Saturday.  Following  the 
seminar  will  be  a  banquet  for  the  par¬ 
ticipants.  There  is  no  cost  for  the 
seminar  and  the  cost  for  the  banquet 
is  13  if  paid  in  advance. 

The  seminar  is  designed  to  help 
singles  cope  with  the  problems 
sin^e  living,  use  the  past  as  a  means 


of  improving  future  relationships 
and  use  the  present  situation  as  an 
opp<Ntunity  for  personal  growth. 

Reservations  should  be  made  by 
writing  Singles’  Seminar,  1101  N. 
Main  St.,  Hattiesburg,  Miss.,  39401. 
Additional  information  can  be  ob¬ 
tained  by  writing  or  calling  the  above 
(544-5444)  or  the  Christian  Action 
Commission,  Box  530,  Jackson,  Miss. 
39805  (968-3800).  Paul  Jones  is  execu¬ 
tive  director-treasurer  of  the  Christ¬ 
ian  Action  (k>mmission. 

Anti-Christian  arson 

JERUSALEM  (EP)— For  several 
months  now  extremists  have  been 
taking  action  against  Christians  in 
Israel,  according  to  the  German 
Evangelical  Alliance.  In  the  night  of 
Jan.  6  unknown  arsonists  set  fire  to 
the  Judeo-Christian  church  “Mes¬ 
sianic  Assembly”  in  Jerusalem.  The 
fire,  which  was  discovered  in  the  last 
minute,  destroyed  furniture  as  well 
as  Bibles. 


CANCELLED 

Rayer  and  Spiritual  Awakening  Conference 

Hattiesburg,  March  29>31 

has  b—n  CANCELLED. 

Platt  far  Mva  caafarMcn  will  ba  attaaatad  latar. 


How  YOU  Can  Be  God’s  Beautiful  Woman 

a  Christian  Program  that  offars  Parsonal  Growth  . . . 
rowr  iMttr -BftBirfM  THMSM 

•  Franchise  owner  and  teacher  of  Image  of  Lovelness 
(seif  improvement  course  for  ladies  and  teens  tiased  on  Scripture)| 

•  Graduate  of  USM  —  Hattesburg,  Mississippi 

•  Wife  and  Mother 

•  Member  of  Leesburg  Baptist  Church  (Rankin  County) 

Snifwf  Indudtm: 

“How  to  have  a  beautifiil  personality."  4  t  i 

“My  body  —  the  Lord's  temple”.  Indudes  posture,  compiments,  facial  expression, 
weight.  “Who  am  I.  Lord?"  Self-esteem  and  self-acceptance.  “Wardrobe  stewardship." 
—  Outer  appearance  and  wardrobe  coordination. 

A  Orent  Prognm . . .  Visuals  used!  Wardrobe  demonstrabonsl 
CALL  NOW  for  more  information  (601)  854-8070. 

Yee  cee  bring  Brenda  le  yaer  ebercb  far  Ms  eicHieg  pregram. 

Atoo  Awy  wot—,  i 


Mike  Warnke 

Christian  Comedian — Ex-Satanist 

is  coming  to 

Van  Winkle  Baptist  Churchy  Jackson 

(One  block  west  of  Metrocenter  on  Highway  80  west) 
April  1,  10:30  a.m.  and  6:30  p.m.;  April  2,  7  p.m^ 

For  information  call  Jerry  Jackson  (601)  922-3513 

^  'A  love  effering  will  he  aecepted 


Tbanday,  March  If,  1M4 
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iy /ca/^ 
^^This  is  the  day” 


“This  is  the  day”  was  the  theme  we 
chose  for  the  Women’s  Conference 
sponsored  by  Morrison  Heights 
Church  in  Clinton  and  held  at  Camp 
Garaywa  March  16  and  17.  It  was 
based  on  Psalm  118:24— “This  is  the 
day  that  the  Lord  hath  made.  We  will 
rejoice  and  be  glad  in  it.”  B.  J.  May 
designed  the  logo  and  painted  it  as  a 
backdrop  for  the  stage — a  picture  of 
the  sun  rising  on  a  pastoral  sc«ie — 
the  beginning  of  a  new  day. 

On  the  way  back  from  “Day¬ 
spring”  at  Ridgecrest  last  fall,  the  18 
of  us  women  from  Morrison  Heights 
started  thinking,  “Wouldn’t  it  be 
good  to  share  something  what  we 
experienced  this  weeke^  with  other 
women  in  our  churdj?”  And  Jan  Cos- 
sitt,  our  director  of  activities,  said 
“Maybe  by  having  a  similar  confo*- 
ence  on  a  smaller  scale  in  our  own 
church?”  Most  of  the  18,  plus  Pat 
Turner,  volunteered  to  be  on  the 
steering  conunittee.  These  included 
Ruth  Ainsworth,  Sally  Baker,  Kat 
Crawford,  Pat  Green,  Jo  Jones,  Mar- 
jean  Patterson,  Barbara  Prevost 
(chairman).  Nan  Robbins,  Mary  Jo 
Stanaland,  Joy  Stewart,  Charlotte 
Walters,  and  me.  We  began  meeting 
to  plan  and  pray  for  this  as  early  as 
November. 

Our  prayers  were  heard  and  abun¬ 
dantly  answered.  After  a  night  of 
thunderstorms,  that  Saturday  was  a 
perfect,  sunshiny  day— before  the 
rains  returned.  The  women  came, 
their  hearts  receptive  to  the  bles¬ 
sings  that  awaited — seeking  to  be¬ 
come  more  aware  of  their  own 
spiritual  ^ts,  to  learn  how  to  be  bet¬ 
ter  (Christian  witnesses,  and  to  enjoy 
the  fellowship.  Joy  Stewart  had  spent 
most  of  Friday  arranging  flowers,  so 
that  a  bright  bouquet  brought  a 
brea^  of  spring  to  every  room  at 
Garaywa. 

Robert  Wall,  member  of  Morrison 
Heights,  and  director  of  church  rela¬ 
tions  at  Mississippi  College,  inters 
preted  the  theme  with  (Nie  ol  his  inde¬ 
scribably  beautiful  multi-media 
productions — using  as  background 
music  the  chorus,  “This  is  the  Day,” 
with  slides  of  a  sunrise  and  of  perfert 
flowers.  He  enlarged  on  the  idea  that 
this  is  the  day  whoi  Christ  working 
through  us  can  make  our  lives  as 
beautiful  as  those  flowers. 

Ellen  Roweton,  musician  extraor¬ 
dinary  from  Bolivar,  Missouri,  led 
the  music  at  Dayspring  (and  at  the 
state  WMU  convention  last  week). 
Her  flight  delayed  because  of  tor¬ 
nados,  she  arrived  just  in  time  for 
“This  is  the  Day”  conference  on  Fri¬ 
day  evening.  Yet,  overflowing  with 
vitality,  she  stood  on  the  stage  and 
sang  “I  Feel  Good.”  (Sunday  night, 
March  17,  she  gave  a  concert  at  our 
dinrch. )  Her  voice  is  one  of  the  ridi- 
est,  most  compelling  voices  I  have 
ever  heard.  I  liked  best  her  song 
“Thank  You  For  The  Roses.” 

Other  propam  personnel  frmn  our 
church,  besides  Jan,  included  Jennie 
Britt,  pianist;  Lois  Henderson,  WMU 
director;  Kmnit  McGregor,  pastor; 
and  a  singing  group.  The  Reflections 
(Charleene  Barnette,  Jeanette 


Kirby,  Barbara  Prevost,  Nan  Rob¬ 
bins,  Anna  Royston,  Jan  Taylor,  and 
Pat  Turner). 

Four  of  our  women  gave 
testimonies — Jo  Jones,  Frances  De- 
Garmo,  Mary  Jo  Stanaland,  and 
Barbara  Prevost.  I  wish  I  had  the 
space  to  report  all  of  what  they  said, 
for  each  of  them  has  a  thrilling  story 
to  tell  of  what  God  has  done  and  is 
doing  in  her  life.  Lois  Henderson  and 
I  roomed  together  and  we  were  say¬ 
ing,  “Wouldn’t  it  be  interesting  to 
hear  the  story  of  every  woman 
here?”  Everybody— everywhere— 
has  a  story  to  tell. 

Besides  all  the  good  Garaywa 
meals,  there  was  a  midnight  (well, 
almost  midnight)  snack.  Charlotte 
Walters  had  brought  chips  and  dips, 
pt^Kom  and  cookies — just  to  begin  to 
list  all  those  mouth-watering  delect- 
ables!  After  that  we  played  games.  A 
few  went  to  bed,  but  I  heard  that 
those  in  the  cabins  stayed  up  and 
talked  all  night! 

Four  major  conferences  were  ex¬ 
cellent:  Marjorie  Kelly  (Mrs.  Earl) 
of  Jackson  led  “Discovering  and 
Using  My  Spiritual  Gifts.’’  Sue 
Tatum  of  Yazoo  City  did  one  on 
“Lifestyle  Evangelism.’’  Katherine 
Webster  (Mrs.  James)  of  Jackson 
talked  about  “Relationships.”  Golda 
Stubblefield,  Jackson,  spoke  of 
“Prayer  in  the  Life  <rf  a  Christian 
Wonuin.” 

Then  EJarl  Oaig,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Jackson,  directed  the  com¬ 
mitment  service  on  Saturday  after¬ 
noon,  and  Pat  Turner  presented  a 
challenge  to  prayer  commitment. 

Some  quot^  I  remembered:  Mrs. 
Kelly  said,  “Imagine  that  everyone 
who  joined  this  church  would  im¬ 
mediately  go  to  the  pastor  and  say,  T 
have  this  gift  and  this  gift  and  this 
gjft,  and  I  want  to  begin  using  them 
right  now  in  this  chur^.’  How  do  you 
think  he  would  feel?’’  Mrs. 
Stubblefield  said  in  prayer  we  should 
recognize  God’s  presence;  realize  his 
power;  rest  in  his  love.  Three 
prayers  she  feels  would  please  (iSod:  I 
love  you.  I  need  you.  I  thank  you.  And 
she  shared  Schuyler  Batson’s  three 
rules  for  effective  prayer:  1.  Pray.  2. 
Pray.  3.  Pray.  Katherine  Webster: 
“Met  needs  build  relationships. 
Unmet  needs  erode  relationships.” 

Sue  T atom  told  how  in  New  Orleans 
at  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
she  prayed  for  an  opportunity  to  wit¬ 
ness.  In  a  restaurant,  nearly  all  seats 
taken,  a  woman  came  to  share  her 
table— a  Jewish  journalist  from  Is¬ 
rael.  They  exchanged  information 
about  why  each  was  in  the  city— and 
the  journalist  asked,  “What  do 
Southern  Baptists  believe?”  In  re¬ 
turn,  Sue  said  to  her,  “We  believe 
Jesus  is  the  Mes^ah.”  Also  she  told 
her,  she  said,  about  the  missionary 
scholar  in  Jerusalem,  Bob  Lindsey, 
who  has  a  special  love  for  Jews— and 
bears  a  ba^e  of  love  for  them— an 
artificial  leg  (he  lost  a  leg  while  res¬ 
cuing  a  Jewish  boy  from  a  field  that 
was  mined. )  Thou^  she  saw  no  visi¬ 
ble  result  of  her  sharing.  Sue  said, 
“As  long  as  I  am  faithful  in  witnes- 


ElUen  Roweton 

sing,  I  am  not  responsible  for  the  re¬ 
sult.  God  will  take  care  of  that.” 

Craig’s  subject  was  running  the 
race.  To  win,  he  said,  we  must  re¬ 
move  the  hindrances,  ‘"niere  is  no¬ 
thing  wrong  with  wearing  a  fur  coat 
in  a  race,  but  you  can’t  win  the  race 
while  wearing  it,”  he  said.  And  some 
sins  will  have  to  go  if  we  are  to  win  in 
life’s  race.  They  are  not  necessarily 
so  bad,  but  they  keep  us  firom  being 
our  best. 

Prayer  Covenant. 

The  women  were  invited  to  join  in  the 
prayer  covenant  which  was  intro¬ 
duce  to  us  at  Ridgecrest:  “Because 
of  increasing  worldwide  tensions  and 
unr^,  recognizing  that  historically, 
spiritual  awakening  had  come  in 
similar  periods  as  the  result  of  un¬ 
ified,  explicit,  extraordinary  prayer 
on  the  part  of  all  God’s  people, 
acknowledging  that  prayer  is  indeed 
our  greatest  need  and  most  powerful 
resource,  we  hereby  covenant  to 
pray  daily  at  11:55  a.m.  for 
worldwide  spiritual  awakening  in  our 
time.  We  further  invite  Christian 
women  all  over  our  city  to  join  this 
concerted  and  continuous  prayer 
vigil.”  Perhaps  others  who  read  this 
would  like  to  join  the  vigil,  too. 
And/or  to  have  a  similar  conference 
in  your  church. 

A  second  national  Dayspring  con¬ 
ference  will  be  held  April  12-14  in  Fort 
Worth. 


Just  one  more 

Editor:  i- 

Gerald  Harris  of  Jackson  recently 
wrote  a  letter  to  the  editor  which 
raises  some  inter^ting  questions. 

I  agree  that  the  Bible  teaches  that 
the  husband  is  to  be  head  of  the  fam¬ 
ily.  But— submission  (on  the  part  of 
the  wife  or  anyone)  does  not  imply 
inferiority!  Moreover,  (^istians  are 
to  be  submissive  to  each  other.  Sub¬ 
mission  isn’t  just  for  women! 

Jesus  was  submissive  to  the  will  of 
the  Father.  He  took  an  humble  or 
“submissive”  attitude  toward  the 
disciples  when  he  washed  their  feet. 

Bro.  Harris  wrote  “Would  God  give 
to  woman,  who  is  to  have  the  role  of 
submission  in  the  home,  the  place  of 
spiritual  authority  in  the  church?” 
Since  he  has  been  referring  to  womoi 
preachers,  I  assume  he  means 
“preaching”  when  he  says  “the  place 
of  spiritual  authority.”  Is  he  saying 
that  preachers  have  authority  over 
ncm-  preachers?  If  so,  how? 

The  term  “minister’’  and 
“deacon”  both  imply  servanthood. 
This  is  a  submissive  role  rather  than 
authoritarian. 

As  I  said,  some  interesting  ques¬ 
tions  are  raised.  What  is  preaching 
anyway?  Isn’t  it  telling  the  good 
news?  Didn’t  Jesus  give  that  task  to 
the  women  at  the  tomb  when  he  said 
“go  and  tell”? 

One  other  question  I  must  ask.  If  I 
Tim.  2: 12  is  to  be  considered  a  bibli¬ 
cal  absolute,  how  does  one  explain 
Deborah,  in  .Judges  4,  who  sent  for 
Barak  and  told  him  what  God  com- 
nuuided? 

One  cannot  set  limits  on  what  God 
can  do  and  whom  (male  or  female) 
he  can  use,  or  how  he  can  use  them. 
Mrs.  Joyce  C.  Rogers 
Tupelo 

Always,  when  the  gate  has  been 
shnt,  there  is  at  least  one  mere  item 
that  needs  to  be  considered.  This  wri¬ 
ter  wrote  her  letter  before  she  knew 
that  we  had  caUed  for  at  least  a  pause 
in  the  “piace  of  women”  discassioa. 
Since  she  is  a  woman  answering  the 
position  estabiisbed  by  a  man,  we  are 
maning  it.  This  is  the  last  letter  we 


have  received  on  the  issue,  so  we  wffl 
let  it  rest  for  awhile.  I  am  afraid  the 
iiatter  is  not  settled,  howevef. — 
Editor. 


Lack  of  abortion  intereaU 

Editor; 

I  have  a  question  to  ask  not  only  to 
you  a$  the  editor  but  all  Baptist^ 
statewide. 

I  see  in  issues  where  there  are  de¬ 
fenses  against  alcohol  and  gambling. 
I  see  a  problem  that  should  be  a  {nim*- 
ity  in  each  of  our  lives.  This  is  the 
problem  of  aborticm.  Why  isn’t  this  an 
article  of  priority  to  each  of  us.  The 
murder  of  our  children  should  be- 
more  important  than  who’s  gambling 
at  the  race  tracks. 

I  pray  that  our  Lord  will  burden  our 
hearts  for  our  unseen  babies,  and 
help  them.  Get  involved  in'your  local 
Ri^t-To-Life.  If  you  don’t  have  one 
begin  one  and  a  Pregnancy  Crisis 
Center  to  help.  Write  to  me.  I’ll  get 
information  as  to  how  to  organize  a 
Crisis  (Center  if  you  don’t  have  it  al¬ 
ready.  Abortion  is  everyone’s  prob* 
lem.  Murder  of  our  children  should 
be  a  number  one  priority  as  they  are 
our  future. 

Pat  WiHcinson 

4306  Old  Mobile  Highway 

Pascagoula,  MS  39567 

Doctrine  of 
Holy  Spirit 

The  Doctrine  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is 
the  text  for  adults  in  the  1984  Baptist 
Doctrine  Study,  (lurches  will  be 
studying  the  b<wk  in  mid-April. 

Other  books  to  use  with  various  age 
groups  are  “Youth  Affirm:  The  Doc¬ 
trine  of  the  Holy  Spirit,”  by  Herschel 
Hobbs,  for  youth;  “I  Can  Know  God,” 
by  Robert  Brown,  for  children, 
grades  4-6;  “Ways  We  Know  Gpd,” 
by  Tom  McMinn ,  f  or  children,  grades 
1-3;  “Discovering  Sounds,”  by  Mary 
Llew  Brown,  for  older  preschoolers; 
and  “Animal  Friends,”  by  Elizabeth 
Hutchens,  for  younger  preschoolers. 


The  Cargill  Commitment 


Rohirt  L  CimiU,  PTMiiMt.  CagiU 


Hie  Cargill  oommitment  is  to  provide  superior  capita] 
fund  raising  programs  for  churches  and  institutions.  As  a 
result  of  this  commitment,  Cargill  Associates  is  a  uniquely 
qualified  success  among  fund  raisers. 

Cai^l  Associates  is  consistently  raising  more  moMy  in 
relation  to  church  income  than  any  other  firm  in  America.  In 
1983  we  averaged  raising  over  3.5  times  our  client  churched 
incomes.  In  feet,  no  Caigill  campaign  has  ever  raised  leas 
than  2  times  the  churches’  income,  and  we  have  never  failed 
to  re^  a  campaign  goal.  Vk  also  represent  more  Southern 
Baptist  colleges  and  universities  than  any  other  firm. 

Fbrty-eewi  dedicated  Cargill  Aasodates  professionals  are 
committed  to  help  you  reach  your  goals.  Tb  contact  one  of 
these  consultant^  call  or  write: 

CARGILL  ASSOCIATES 

Fund  Raising  Services 

CmN  toll  frmm: 

In  Tokoo, 

Con ooNoct;  (NlT) 


4701  - _ 

Bom 

Nort  BtorlK  Tomoo 
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BSU  missionaries— 
named  by  panel 


HMB  plans  to  support 
Canada  committee  report 

By  Patti  StephonoB  —  -  > 


A  total  of  C2  Mississippi  Baptist 
students  will  be  serving  in  student 
missions  this  year  in  10  countries  and 
in  30  states. 

These  students  were  appointed  by 
a  student  missions  committee  com¬ 
posed  (A  Baptist  college  students  and 
Baptist  Student  Union  directors.  The 
student  missionaries  are  pictured  on 
these  two  pages. 

The  group  includes  two  semester 
student  missiMiaries  who  served  an 
entire  semester  in  missions.  They 
are  Cathy  Pratt  who  will  serve  in 
Germany  June-December,  and  Dar¬ 
lene  Hill  who  is  serving  in  Japan 
January-June  of  this  year,  llie  rest 
are  summer  missionaries  who  will 
serve  this  summer  in  a  variety  of 
jobs,  from  general  evangelism  work, 
survey,  Vacation  Bible  School,  to  re¬ 
sort  work,  Christian  entertainment, 
and  inner  city  recreation.  One  stu¬ 
dent,  Alex  Hilliard  from  William 
Carey  College,  will  be  serving  in 


Bangladesh  as  an  agricultural  mis¬ 
sionary,  working  on  a  mission  farm 
and  helping  with  programs  for  mis¬ 
sionary  diildren. 

The  student  missions  budget  is  to¬ 
tally  raised  by  the  students  from  26 
campuses  in  the  state  where  there  is 
Baptist  student  work.  This  year’s 
bu^et,  which  pays  all  expenses  of 
the  student  missionaries,  is  $68,000. 
Last  year  the  students  exceeded  their 
1964  budget  goal  of  $65,000. 

This  weekend  at  Gulfshore  Baptist 
Assembly,  the  student  missionaries 
wiU  be  commissioned  by  their  fellow 
students  at  the  Leadership  Training 
Conference. 

Members  of  the  student  missions 
committee  are  Doug  Hubbard,  USM, 
chairman;  Jeanette  Hearin,  MSU; 
Rhonda  Latch,  BMC;  Jeff  Martin, 
DSU;  and  BSU  directors  Nancy 
Aulds  of  MUW,  and  Tim  Thomas  of 
GCJC.  Rick  Young,  state  BSU  presi¬ 
dent  and  student  at  MC,  is  ex  ofhcio. 


ATLANTA  (BP)— Home  Mission 
Board  President  William  G.  Tanner 
tdd  HMB  directors  he  will  support  a 
long-range  plan  reconunended  by  an 
SBC  study  committee  which  grants 
the  HMB  “the  lead  role  in  developing 
Southern  Baptist  work  in  Canada." 

The  committee,  appointed  as  a  re¬ 
sult  of  a  motion  at  the  1963  annual 
meeting  of  the  SBC,  recommenda¬ 
tion  is  £e  (Constitution  of  the  SBC  not 
be  amended  to  include  Canada,  but 
that  "an  aggressive  evangelistic 
strategy"  be  developed  for  Canada. 

The  plan,  which  cdls  for  the  HMB, 
Foreign  Mission  Board,  Sunday 
School  Board,  and  Radio  and  Televi- 
^on  (Commission  to  cooperate  in  aid- 
i^  Canada,  "will  allow  us  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  evangelize  one  of  the  most 
fertile  spiritual  fields  in  the  North 
American  continent,"  Tanner  said. 

"The  important  thing  is  where  will 


response  to  the  recommendation 
when  it  is  presented  at  the  1964  an¬ 
nual  meeti^  in  Kansas  Gty. 

C.  B.  Hogue,  who  presented  the  mo¬ 
tion  at  the  1963  S^,  ob^rved,  "It 
seems  to  me  that  all  (the  committee) 
is  doing  is  strengthening  what  we’ve 
already  beein  doing.”  Tanner  agreed 
with  that  assessment,  adding,  "It 
does  not  allow  an  aggressive,  tot^ 
infiltration  into  (Canada.” 

Hogue,  a  former  vice  president  for 
evangelism  at  the  HMB  who  now  is  a 
tnistee,  said  in  an  interview  he  is  dis¬ 
appointed  the  committee  asked  to 
study  the  issue  never  contacted  him 
to  ask  why  he  made  the  motion. 

"They  did  not  ask  me  to  meet  with 
the  conunittee  to  express  my  views,” 
Hogue  said.  "No  one  even  called  me 
on  the  phone  to  ask  about  my  motiva¬ 
tions.” 

Hogue  said  he  made  the  motion 


Canada  be  in  20  years,”  he  added,  ^-primarily  because  several  Canadian 
Tanner  declined  to  speculate  on  Baptists  had  asked  him  to  do  so  and 
what  action  messengers  will  take  in  because  he  became  deeply  con¬ 


cerned  about  spiritual  needs  in 
(Canada  when  he  was  an  HMB  staffer. 

Hogue  said  he  supported  the  com¬ 
mittee’s  overall  recommendations, 
but  felt  the  study  committee  did  not 
thoroughly  deal  with  the  issue  of  seat¬ 
ing  messengers  from  Canadian 
churdies.  That  issue,  he  predicted, 
will  be  dealt  with  on  the  floor  of  the 
convention  in  Kansas  City. 

In  his  report  to  HMB  directors. 
Tanner  not^  the  HMB  now  supports 
3,792  missions  personnel,  more  than 
any  ^ther  Protestant  missions 
agency  in  the  world. 

He  added  the  HMB  “needs  at  least 
8,000  serving  by  2000  AD”  to  keep 
pace  with  needs  and  must  boost  bap¬ 
tisms  and  new  church  starts  to  reach 
end-of-the-century  goals.  The  cur¬ 
rent  net  gain  of  about  400  churches  a 
year  “is  not  on  track  if  we  intend  to 
have  50,000  by  2000,”  he  warned.  He 
also  noted  baptisms  have  held  at 
400,000  a  year  for  the  past  two  de- 
( (Continued  on  next  page) 


Baptist  student  missions,  1984 
62  students,  $68,000  goal 
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WASHINGTON  (BP)— Religious 
leaders  and  various  anti-hunger  or¬ 
ganizations  are  lobbying  Congress 
for  quidi  actim  on  emergency  food 
aid  to  Africa.  AcctMxling  to  the  United 
Nations  Food  and  Agriculture  (Or¬ 
ganization,  more  than  ISO  million  Af¬ 
ricans  face  starvation  as  a  result  of 
the  worst  drou^t  there  in  a  century. 

But  Omgressional  action  has  been 
complicated  and  delayed  by  weeks  of 
political  maneuvering,  says  W. 
David  Lockard  of  the  Swthem  Bap¬ 
tist  (Christian  Life  Commission. 

A  bill  to  provide  $150  million  in 
emergency  food  aid  to  African  coun¬ 
tries  passed  the  House,  374-29.  In  the 
Smate,  however,  thej)ill’s  sui^xm*- 
ters  have  been  frustrated  by  various 
obstacles.  With  strong  backing  from 
the  Reagan  administration,  toe  Se¬ 
nate  Af^ropriations  Omunittee  ap¬ 
proved  an  amendment  to  the  bill 
which  would  have  tacked  on  $93  mill¬ 
ion  in  military  aid  to  El  Salvador. 

Lockard,  who  coordinates  hunger 
education  and  action  for  the  moral 
concerns  agency ,  said  toe  Senate  was 
being  asked  to  act  as  an  accomplice 


to  a  “brazen  attempt  to  hold  hungry! 
people  hostage  in  exdiange  for  milit¬ 
ary  and  political  advantage.” 

When  a  number  of  lawmakers  ex¬ 
pressed  similar  misgivings,  the  Se¬ 
nate  voted  Mard)  IS  to  separate  a 
major  portion  of  the  African  aid  bUl 
from  the  El  Salvador  military  aid 
amendment. 

A  total  of  $80  million  in  emergency 
food  Bid  to  Africa  was  approved  by 
the  Senate  in  a  last-minute  amend- 
moit  offered  by  Sen.  John  Danforth, 
R-Mo.,  to  a  low  income  energy  assis¬ 
tance  bill. 

The  energy  assistance  bill  now  will 
go  to  conference  committee,  since 
toe  House  earlier  approved  a  similar 
bUl. 

Lockard  urged  “Southern  Baptists 
and  other  concerned  Christians  to 
communicate  with  their  legislators 
about  the  urgoicy  ot  the  situation.” 

Lockard  added  Southern  Baptist 
missionaries  in  Mali  —  one  of  toe 
countries  crippled  by  drought— have 
been  asked  by  that  govomnent  to  as¬ 
sist  in  distribution  of  grain  “mice  aid 
is  approved  by  (Congress.” 


(Continued  from  page  6) 
cades  while  SBC  membership  has 
doubled  over  the  same  period. 

Directors  also  named  87  persons  to 
missions  posts  and  approved  a  slate 
staff  and  organizational  (toanges. 
Ron  W.  Johnson,  HMB  national 
consultant  for  families  since  1979, 
was  named  to  fill  a  new  position  as 
editor  HMB  evangelism  materials. 
He  is  a  graduate  of  West  Gem’gia  (tol- 
l^e,  ChrroUton,  and  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Theological  Seminary  in  Louis¬ 
ville,  Ky.,  and  is  a  former  editw  for 
the  Sunday  School  Board. 

Directors  also  created  two  de- 
partmoits  within  the  diurch  exten¬ 
sion  division  And  shifted  respon¬ 
sibilities  among  the  division’s  as¬ 
sociate  directors.  C.  Nelson  Tilton 
was  named  director  of  the  church 
starting  department,  with  James  L. 
Hill  serving  as  associate  director. 
Joel  T.  Land  was  named  director  of 
the  new  church  growth  department, 
with  Thomas  E.  Sykes  serving  as  as¬ 
sociate  director. 

The  church  loans  division  also  was 
restructuredinto  three  areas  to  meet 


the  growing  demand  of  churches  for 
HMB  financial  services. 

The  new  loan  servicing  depart¬ 
ment  will  be  headed  by  lliomas  F. 
Thrailkill,  former  associate  division 
director. 

B.  Olin  Cox  will  continue  as  as¬ 
sociate  division  director.  Staff  of  the 
HMB  Service  Corporation  which 
oversees  the  agency’s  bond  program 
will  be  Robert  H.  Kilgore,  president; 
B.  Olin  Cox,  vice  president- 
treasurer;  and  Paul  Montgomery, 
vice  president. 

Board  members  also  approved  ex- 
p^ion  of  the  HMB’s  word  proces¬ 
sing  systems  and  created  a  new  posi¬ 
tion  for  director  of  word  processing. 

In  other  actions,  toe  board  agreed 
to  allow  early  retirement  of  HMB 
personnd  at  age  55  and  approved  a 
plan  to  pay  ordained  staff  members 
additional  salary  to  cover  self- 
employment  tax.  Social  Security, 
and  income  taxes  which  are  not  as¬ 
sessed  mst-ordained  staff. 

Members  also  accepted  an  offer 
from  Days  Inns  of  America  to  purch¬ 


ase  from  the  HMB  its  Days  Inn  Motel 
leasehold  interests  for  $5,787,350.  The 
leases  were  part  of  an  endowment 
from  the  late  (^ecilB.  Day,founderof 
the  motel  chain. 

The  board  approved  cooperative 
agreements  providing  financial  and 
program  development  support  with 
three  stata  conventions:  New  Elng- 
land,  Minnesota/Wisconsin,  and 
Wyoming.  All  three  became  conven¬ 
tions  during  1963. 

Directors  also  approved  a  commit¬ 
tee  to  study  long-range  site  needs  of 
the  HMB,  whose  current  Atlanta 
headquarters  are  valued  at  approx- 
imatdy  $10  million.  Board  member 
M.  A.  Windiester,  (d  Whitley  (Dity, 
Ky.,  urged  caution  in  considering 
moving  the  board  facilities 
elsewhere  in  Atlanta.  He  expressed 
doubt  that  he  “could  Justify  leaving 
this  site  if  we’re  committed  to  reach¬ 
ing  the  inner  city”  and  said  he  would 
rather  put  funds  into  missions  than  in 
a  “keeping  up  with  the  Joneses  build¬ 
ing  program.” 

(Patti  Stephenson  writes  for  the 
Home  AOssion  Board.) 
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WMU  convention  at  Hattiesbur 


elects  ’Wilda  Fancher  president 

By  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams 


New  officers  elected  at  the  state  WMU  convention  are  Sue  Tatum,  Yazoo  City, 
vice  president;  Mrs.  James  Fancher,  Coffeeville,  president;  Mrs.  James  Burns, 
Tupelo,  associate  recording  secretary;  and  Mrs.  Jerry  Brunt,  Corinth,  recording 
secretary. 


Mississippi  Woman’s  Missionary 
Union  elected  new  officers  during  its 
105th  annual  meeting,  held  March 
10-20  at  First  Church,  Hattiesburg, 
Peter  McLeod,  pastor.  Wpmen  from 
across  the  state  heard  messages 
from  missionaries,  home  and 
forei^ ;  attended  prayer  breakfasts ; 
and  listened  to  Bible  studies  and  spe- 
-cial  music,  ail  geared  to  the  theme; 
“Praying  . . .  Ministering.’’ 

’Wilda  Fancher,  wife  of  James 
Fancher,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Cof¬ 
feeville,  succeeds  Mrs.  Bob  Dent  of 
Holly  brings,  who  this  year  con¬ 
cluded  her  fifth  year  as  state  presi¬ 
dent.  Other  new  officers  are  Sue 
Tatum,  Yazoo  City,  vice  president; 
Mrs.  Jerry  Brunt,  Corinth,  recording 
secretary;  and  Mrs.  James  Bums, 
Tupelo,  associate  recording  secret¬ 
ary.  Marjean  Patterson  is  executive 
director,  Mississippi  WMU. 

Music 

Ellen  Roweton,  musician  from 
Bolivar,  Missouri,  brought  a  fresh  vi¬ 
tality  to  theconvehtion  as  with  music 
she  blended  the  sessions  into  a  un¬ 
ified  whole.  In  one  session  on  Tues¬ 
day,  the  first  day  of  spring,  she  sang 
“Bring  Back  the  Springtime.’’  The 
sanctuary  of  the  church,  which  is 
celebrating  its  100th  anniversary  this 
year,  was  decorated  with  azaleas  and 
dogwood,  redbud  and  begonias.  Mrs. 
Roweton,  singer,  gospel  recording 
artist,  and  music  evangelist,  has 
served  as  gospel  artist /lecturer  in 
residence  at  Swthwest  Baptist  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Bolivar,  and  has  been  host 
of  a  daily  television  show. 

Accompanists  were  Lois  Hender¬ 
son,  pianist,  and  Mary  Sinunons,  or¬ 
ganist,  both  former  missionaries  to 
the  Philippines.  Lois,  who  has  also 
been  a  missionary  to  Korea,  is  the 
wife  of  Guy  Henderson  of  Clinton,  di¬ 
rector  of  evangelism,  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board.  Mary’s 
husband.  Bob,  is  professor  of  mis¬ 
sions  at  New  Orleans  Seminary.  Mrs. 
Henderson  and  Mrs.  Sinunons,  in 
speaking  on  “Missions  in  the 
Philippines— Then  and  Now,”  por¬ 
trayed  the  islands  as  one  of  the  areas 
of  the  world  most  receptive  to  the 
gospel  message. 

Bible  study 

“Prayer  and  ministry  go  to¬ 
gether,”  said  Kathryn  Carpenter, 
executive  director,  Louisiana  Wo¬ 
man’s  Missionary  Union.  “What  we 
need  most  is  God.  He  will  never 
shield  us  from  an  experience  that  will 
teach  us  more  of  him  and  his  grace.” 
Miss  Carpenter  led  the  Bible  study 
periods.  “Jesus  ministered,  in  com¬ 
passion,  to  many  needs.  Every  per¬ 
son  is  important  to  him.  Nothing  is  so 
gentle  as  real  strength.  He  touched 
the  lepers.  He  gave  a  son  back  to  his 
mother.  He  ministered  to  the  suc¬ 
cessful.  He  ministered  to  those  who 
had  failed. . . .  The  Lord  of  glory  be¬ 
came  a  servant.  He  humbled  himself 
and  became  obedient,*  even  unto 
death. 

“The  cross  takes  self  out  of  the 


way ,”  she  concluded  “When  I  lay  self 
on  the  altar  of  service,  I  take  up  the 
cross  and  offer  myself  to  him.  ‘Here  I 
am.  Lord,— anything,  any  time, 
anywhere.’  ” 

Guest  speakers 

Among  other  speakers  were  Mrs. 
Bnice  Allen,  consultant,  women  in 
evangelism.  Home  Mission  Board; 
Mary  Dan  Kuhnle,  director  of  the  Sel¬ 
lers  Home,  New  Orleans;  Caroljm 
Weatherford,  executive  director, 
WMU,  SBC;  Georgia  Mae  Ogbum, 
missionary  emeritus,  Chile;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Charles  Whitten,  missionaries, 
Canary  Islands;  Mrs.  Bob  Magee, 
missionary  to  Colombia;  Mrs.  Tom 
Thurman,  missionary  to 
Bangladesh. 

Miss  Weatherford  stressed  the  im¬ 
portance  in  Bold  Mission  Thrust  of  . 
enlisting  more  women  in  Woman’s  I 
Missionary  Union.  She  said  that  Mis¬ 
sissippi’s  goal  for  Vision  ’88  is  to  have 
80,800  members.  And  in  introducing  i 
women  around  the  world  to  Jesus  and 
enlisting  them  in  his  service,  she 
said,  “Not  just  the  wonuui  in  Japan 
or  the  woman  in  Africa,  but  also  we 
seek  the  woman  down  the  street.” 

Mrs.  Kuhnle  gave  example  after 
example  of  girls,  unmarried  and 
pregnant,  to  whom  the  Sellers  Home 
has  been  able  to  minister,  in  the 
name  of  Jesus.  There  was  the  re- 
■tarded  girl,  and  the  girl  who  had  been 
molested,  the  girl  whose  family  dis¬ 
owned  her,  the  girl  whose  baby  died, 
and  the  girl  who  could  not  speak  En¬ 
glish.  There  was  the  girl  on  drugs- 
like  a  zombie,  who  just  woodenly  fol¬ 
lowed  instructions,  whose  talent  in 
art  proved  to  be  the  key  to  communi¬ 
cation  with  her.  One  girl  expressed 
distress  that  Mrs,  Kuhnle  was  work¬ 
ing  so  hard  all  the  time,  but  she  said 
she  told  her,  “When  G^  sends  you 
somewhere,  he  gives  you  the 
aiergy— and  the  patience— you  need 
for  the  task.” 


Mrs.  Bob  Dent  of  Holly  Springs,  out¬ 
going  state  WMU  president,  embraces 
Marjean  Patterson,  right,  state  WMU 
executive  director.  Miss  Patterson  pre¬ 
sented  to  Mrs.  Dent  a  silver  fruit  bowl  as 
a  token  of  appreciation  from  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Woman's  Missionary  Union. 
Mrs.  Dent's  son,  Don,  and  his  wife,  are 
career  missionaries  in  Singapore.  Her 
son,  Terry,  is  a  missionary  journeyman 
in  South  Africa. 


“Who,  me,  a  witness?”  was  one  of 
the  subjects  assigned  to  Laura  Allen. 
“Sharing  your  witness  verbally  is  a 
by-product  of  the  kind  of  experience 
you  have  had  with  the  Lord,”  she 
said.  “Witnessing  is  an  overflow.” 
For  instance,  she  told  the  story  of  two 
women  in  a  grocery  store;  one  com¬ 
plained  about  the  rising  prices  and 
the  other  said,  “Oh,  I  don’t  have  to- 
worry  about  that.  My  Father  owns  all 
of  this.” 

Mrs.  Allen  continued,  “If  you  say, 
‘Lord,  I’m  available.  Give  me  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  share,’  be  ready,  for  he 
will  give  you  the  opportunity!  He’ll 
take  you  up  on  it!”  She  recounted  the 
details  of  an  airplane  trip  she  took 
when  she  hoped  the  seat  by  her  would 
remain  vacant  and  she  could  rest  and 
pot  talk  to  anybody.  But  a  college  girl 
got  on,  all  bubbly,  and  with  a  lot  of 
packages,  sat  beside  her,  and  started 
asking  questions,  ‘“nie  Lord  had  to 
hit  me  with  a2x  4  and  say,  ‘I  made  an 
appointment  for  you  with  this  girl. 
Now  sit  up  and  talk  to  her.’  When  I 
finally  got  the  message,  I  did,  and  she 
made  a  profession  (rf  faith  in  Christ 
before  we  got  off  the  plane.” 

Charles  Whitten  said,  “It’s 
dangerous  to  pray  if  you  are  not 
ready  to  accept  the  answer.”  He  re¬ 
call^  that  when  he  and  his  wife. 
Indy,  were  missionaries  in  Argen¬ 
tina,  the  Foreign  Mission  Board 
asked  them  to  pray  about  the  need  for 
missionaries  in  Spain;  they  became 
Southern  Baptists’  flrst  missionaries 
to  Spain.  Then  they  heard  about  a  lit¬ 
tle  group  of  believers  in  the  Canary 
Islands,  who  needed  missionaries  to 
come  work  with  them  in  spreading 
the  gospel.  They  prayed  about  that 
and  wound  up  transferring  to  the  Ca¬ 
nary  Islands.  Spanish  Baptists  be¬ 
came  interested  in  doing  mission 
work  in 'Equatorial  Guinea.  In  1960, 


Charles  Whitten  went  there  for  a  sur¬ 
vey  of  the  needs,  and  began  praying 
earnestly  that  some  of  those  needs 
might  be  met.  Two  new  missionary 
couples  have  since  gone  to  the  Ca¬ 
nary  Islands  and  now,  later  this  year, 
Charles  and  Indy  Whitten  will  be 
opening  up  a  new  mission  field  in 
Equatorial  Guinea.  “At  your  age?” 
people  ask  them.  And  they  answer: 
“We  can  hardly  wait!”  As  Whitten 
said,  “Jesus  in  Southern  dialect 
would  not  say,  ‘  Y’all  come.’  He  would 
say,  ‘Y’all  go.’  And  you’d  better  not 
pray  if  you  don’t  want  to  do  some¬ 
thing  abwt  it!” 

Prayer  breakfasts 

One  hundred  seventy-five  women 
attended  three  prayer  breakfasts,  a 
new  feature  this  year.  Hattiesburg 
women  provided  the  food.  Mis¬ 
sionaries  on  program  at  the  break¬ 
fasts  were  Indy  Whitten,  Gloria 
Thurman,  and  Georgia  Mae  Ogbum. 
Mrs.  Whitten  point^  out  that  ASK 
could  be  an  acrostic  from  the  key 
wprds  in  Luke  11:9— “Ask,  Seek, 
Knock. . . .” 

Mrs.  Bobbie  Travis  was  chairman 
oi  the  prayer  breakfast  committee. 
Other  Hattiesburg  women  who 
served  as  chairmen  of  various  con¬ 
vention  committees  were  Mrs. 
Peggy  Huey,  general  chairman, 
WMU  director.  First  Church,  Hat¬ 
tiesburg;  Mrs.  Betty  Broome,  flow¬ 
ers;  Mrs.  Wynona  Cress,  transporta¬ 
tion;  Mrs.  Joncie  Howell,  ushers; 
Mrs.  OUie  Thomas  and  Mrs.  Nava 
Lou  Stiglets.  banquet/luncheon;  and 
Mrs.  Margaret  Lou  Gillespie,  park¬ 
ing. 

Deciaratioa  of  Cooperatioa 

Julius  Thompson,  ransultant.  Ste¬ 
wardship  Department,  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board,  read  a 
Declaration  of  Cooperation,  an¬ 


nouncing  thkt  1984  is  the  Year  of  the 
Cod(>erative  Program  and  that  1985 
will  be  the  60th  anniversary  year  of 
the  Cooperative  Program.  All  of  the 
general  officers  of  Mississippi  Wo¬ 
men’s  Missionary  Union  came  to  the 
platform  to  sign  the  DeclaratiMi  of 
Cooperation — in  recommitment  of 
selves  “in  prayer  to  that  tmst,  sac¬ 
rifice,  and  resolve  necessary  for  the 
responsible  expression  of  our  life  to¬ 
gether  in  Christ  through  the  Coopera¬ 
tive  Program  and  that  we  . join 
Mrith  all  Mississippi  Baptists  in  seek¬ 
ing  to  elevate  our  giving  through  the 
Cooperative  Program  to  make  possi¬ 
ble  ^e  realization  of  the  Bold  Mission 
Thrust  goals.” 

In  the  closing  message  of  each  ses¬ 
sion,  a  missionary  spoke  on  “How  to 
pray— for  missionaries  on  the  field, 
on  ^rlough,  retired,  or  when  service 
is  interrupt^.”  (S^  story  on  page 
9.) 

Next  year’s  WMU  convention  will 
be  at  Harrisburg  Church,  Tupelo. 

Council  aids 
church  plans 

By  Trennis  Henderson 

INDEPENDENCE,  Mo.  (BP)— 
’The  Independence  city  council  has 
voted  to  reduce  the  size  of  the  Harry 
S.  Truman  Heritage  District,  allow¬ 
ing  First  Baptist  Church,  Indepen¬ 
dence,  to  move  a  step  nearer  its  goal 
of  building  a  new  1,151-seat  au¬ 
ditorium. 

The  city  council  bill  called  for 
heritage  district  boundaries  to  be  re¬ 
duced  by  roughly  two-thirds  and  for 
the  deletion  of  exemptions  granted 
churches  within  the  di^ct.  The  dis¬ 
trict  revision  also  removed  First 
Baptist  Churd)  and  two  other  area 
churches  from  the  district. 

The  court  case  was  filed  last  Sep¬ 
tember  by  Old  Independence,  Inc.,  a 
preservation  group  which  charged 
church  exemptions  within  the  herit¬ 
age  district  are  unconstitutional.  The 
suit  names  First  Baptist  Church  and 
the  Independence  city  council  as  de¬ 
fendants. 

First  Baptist  Church  Pastor  John 
Hughes  told  Word  and  Way  (the 
newsjoumal  of  the  Missouri  Baj^ist 
(Convention)  Old  Independence  has 
filed  a  motion  with  federal  Judge  D. 
Brook  Bartlett  to  dismiss  the  church 
from  the  case.  Hughes  said  the 
church  is  taking  a  “wait  and  see”  at-i 
titude  until  the  church’s  lawyer  is 
told  what  other  motions  or  amend-, 
ments  Old  Independoice  plans  to  file. ' 

“The  conflict  is  basically  set  up  be¬ 
cause  there’s  a  lawsuit  which  is  sym¬ 
bolic  of  the  attitude  the  church  must 
take  second  place  to  historic  preser¬ 
vation,”  Hu^es  explained. 

Emphasizing  the  importance  of  re¬ 
ligious  liberty,  he  continued:  “The 
preservationists  are  trying  to  intrude 
into  the  rij^ts  of  the  chu^  and  im¬ 
pose  restrictions  on  buildings  just 
because  they’re  old.  That,  in  my  opin¬ 
ion,  is  not  appropriate.” 

(Headersoo  Is  associate  nuuuiflBg ' 
edltsr  of  Word  aid  Way). 
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How  to  pray  for  missionaries 


By  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams 


Indy  Whitten,  missionary  to  the  Ca¬ 
nary  Islands,  was  one  of  three  mis¬ 
sionaries  who  led  prayer  breakfasts 
during  the  WMU  Convention.  The 
others  were  Gloria  Thurman, 
Bangladesh,  and  Georgia  Mae  Ogburn, 
emeritus,  Chile. 


Retirement 
funds  boosted 

Southern  Baptist  church  and 
agency  personnel  participating  in  the 
retirement  plans  administered  by 
the  Annuity  Board  received  a  sub¬ 
stantial  bo^t  in  their  retirement  in¬ 
come  account  earnings  in  1963,  ac¬ 
cording  to  an  Annuity  Board  an¬ 
nouncement. 

According  to  year-end  financial 
statements,  the  board  earned  |145 
milli(Mi  in  investment  income. 

Interest  credited  to  accounts  for 
those  persons  investing  in  the  Ba¬ 
lanced  Fund  equalled  an  effective 
annual  rate  of  17.20  percent.  A  mix¬ 
ture  of  fixed-  income  assets  and 
conunon  stocks,  this  fund  has  yielded 
11.91  percent  compounded  annually 
since  1977. 

The  Variable  Fund,  with  invest¬ 
ments  primarily  in  common  stocks, 
had  a  year-end  value  of  $4-16  per  unit 
compared  with  $3.41  at  year-^id  1962. 

Persons  who  designated  their  re¬ 
tirement  income  account  contribu¬ 
tions  to  the  Fixed  Fund  earned  11.30 
percent  in  1963. 


Four  spoke  at  the  Woman’s  Mis¬ 
sionary  Union  convention  last  week 
in  Hattiesburg  on  “How  to  pray  for 
missitmaries.” 

Indy  (Mrs.  Charles)  Whitten,  mis- 
si(Hiary  to  the  Canary  Islands,  talked 
about  praying  for  missionaries  on  the 
field.  She  said,  “When  we  left  Miami 
for  mission  assignment  in  Argentina 
37  years  ago,  we  didn’t  really  know 
then  as  we  do  now  how  much  prayer 
would  mean  in  our  ministry.’’  They 
later  were  Southern  Baptists’  first 
missionaries  to  Spain  and  in  June  of 
this  year  will  become  their  first  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Equatorial  Guinea. 

:%e  used  the  divisions  of  Isaiah 
40:31  to  outline  her  message.  “We 
shall  mount  up  with  wings  as 
eagles.’’  On  Charles’  birthday  in 
1959,  he  was  in  a  very  bad  automobile 
accident  in  Spain,  almost  fatal.  Be¬ 
cause  he  was  on  the  Calendar  of 
Prayer  that  day,  his  name  was  being 
lifted  up  in  many  places,  and  prayer 
was  credited  with  saving  his  life. 
Four  years  later,  Mrs.  Robert  Sugg 
of  Jackson  told  Indy  that  the  week 
before  the  accident  she  had  felt  an 
urge  to  pray  for  CJiarles  Whitten,  and 
that  she  and  several  others  with  her 
had  prayed  especially  for  him  sev¬ 
eral  times  that  week  tefore  the  acci¬ 
dent. 

In  another  crisis  situation  a  few 
years  ago,  the  Whittens’  son,  John, 
was  lost  on  a  mountain  in  Spain,  and 
spent  the  night  there  while  search 
parties  look^  for  him.  But,  in  ans¬ 
wer  to  the  missionaries’  and  the 
searchers’  prayers,  John  came 
safely  through  the  experioice. 

“We  shall  run  and  not  be 
weary.’’— At  times  when  she  was  in¬ 
volved  in  the  business  of  so  many  dif¬ 
ferent  jobs  to  do  on  the  mission  held, 
Mrs.  l^itten  said  that  she  felt  she 
was  being  held  up  on  a  cushion  of 
prayer. 

“We  shall  walk  and  not  faint.’’— 
“That’s  prayer  for  when  we  must  do 
the  routine,  everyday  things,  like 
taking  care  of  kids  with  runny 
noses.-*’ 


She  said,  “Your  intercessory 
prayer  is  one  of  the  great  untapped 
resources  of  Southern  Baptist  life— 
not  reading  books  on  prayer,  not  giv¬ 
ing  devotionals  on  prayer,  but 
prayer.” 

“Organize  your  intercessory 
prayer,”  she  advised.  “Choose  which 
missionaries  you  will  pray  for,  and 
which  ones  you  will  pray  for  on  cer¬ 
tain  days.  Write  them  down.  Learn 
about  the  missionaries  you  have  cho¬ 
sen  and  about  their  needs— from 
Baptist  state  papers,  mission 
magazines,  and  letters.  Pray  specific 
prayers.  And  then  let  the  mis¬ 
sionaries  know  that  you  are  praying 
for  them.” 

On  furlough 

“How  to  pray  for  missionaries  on 
furlough”  was  taken  up  by  Gloria 
(Mrs.  Tom)  Thurman,  missionary  to 
Bangladesh. 

%e  told  about  a  youngster  who  was 
asked,  “What  do  you  want  to  be  when 
you  grow  up?-’  and  he  replied.  “A 
missionary  on  furlough— work  four 
years  and  get  a  year’s  vacation!” 

But  it  doesn’t  work  out  that  way. 
Missionaries  on  furlough  are  usually 
as  busy,  or  even  busier,  than  when 
they  are  on  the  field. 

Mrs.  Thurman  said,  “Pray  that  we 
may  have  the  wisdom  in  accepting 
and  refusing  engagements.”  (The 
phone  rings  a  lot.  and  they  have 
many  things  on  their  calendars .  They 
want  to  go  to  every  place  they  are 
asked,  but  that’s  an  impossibility). 

“Pray  that  we  will  know  whid)  en¬ 
gagements  and  how  many  to 
accept— that  we  will  not  try  to  spread 
ourselvK  too  thin.  Pray  that  we  will 
be  good^stewards  of  our  time. 

“Pray  that  we  will  be  willing  to 
share  honestly,  that  we  will  open  the 
doors  of  our  hearts  and  let  you  look  in. 

“Pray  that  we  will  be  more  sensi¬ 
tive  to  the  needs  of  our  families.”  She 
said  that  her  husband’s  father  had  a 
heart  attack  last  year,  and  prayed 
that  he  mighi  live  until  Tom  and 


Ellen  Roweton,  right,  musician  from  Bolivar,  Mo.,  guest  singer  at  the  WMU 
convention,  confers  with  Mary  Simmons,  organist.  Mrs.  Simmons  of  New  Orleans 
is  a  former  missionary  to  the  Philippines. 


At  the  luncheon  for  parertts  of  missionaries:  At  left  are 
Cornelia  Leavell,  Starkvllle,  misaionary  emeritus,  Hong 
Kong;  OiMie  Lou  Lewis,  Starkvllle,  grandmother  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Eddie  Graves,  mis^onaries  to  Chile,  now  in  language 
school  in  Costa  Rica;  and  Mrs.  Marvin  Bond,  Starkvllle, 
former  misaionary  to  Hong  Kong,  author  of  BLANCHE 


GROVES  OF  CHINA.  In  foreground  at  right  is  Mrs.  Guy 
Henderson,  pianist  during  the  convention,  and  a  fornter 
missionary  to  Korea  and  the  Philippines.  Beside  her  are, 
Doris  Murphy,  Clinton,  and  Margaret  Lou  Gillespie,  Hat¬ 
tiesburg. 


Gloria  came  home.  He  did.  And  they, 
because  of  a  rare  cancellation  of 
a  speaking  engagement,  were  with 
him  the  afternoon  he  died. 

“Pray  that  we  might  have  wisdom, 
patience,  faithfulness,  and  love  as  we 
try  to  be  good  stewards  of  that  with 
which  we  have  been  entrusted.” 

Retired 

“How  to  pray  for  the  retired  mis¬ 
sionary”  had  b^n  assigned  to  Geor¬ 
gia  Mae  Ogburn.  “I  don’t  like  the 
word  ‘retir^’— ‘emeritus’  is  better,” 
she  said.  After  more  than  36  years  as 
missionary  in  Chile,  she  retired,  and 
had  to  decide  where  to  live.  Though 
First  Church,  Meridian,  had  sent  her 
out,  many  of  her  family  members 
had  died  since  then.  But  she  still  had 
friends  in  Meridian  and  chose  to  go 
there.  But  where  would  she  live? 
Friends  in  Chile  asked,  “Why  are  you 
going?  We  need  you  here.”  Asked  to 
speak  at  the  Baptist  seminary  com¬ 
mencement  in  Chile— a  first  for  a 
woman— she  postponed  leaving  for  a 
week  or  so,  until  after  that  event. 

She  asked  her  brother  if  she  could 
leave  her  trunks  on  his  porch  while 
she  searched  for  an  apartment.  The 
only  piece  of  furniture  she  sent  home 
from  (hile  was  a  cedar  chest,  and  “it 
got  busted  up  on  the  way.”  The-first 
few  days  back  in  Mississippi  she 
spent  repairing  the  chest  and  putting 
casters  on  it. 

When  she  was  teaching  a  class  of 
women  (50  to  54)  she  said,  the  class 
kept  getting  bigger  and  bigger  be¬ 
cause  none  of  them  wanted  to  “go 
up”— for  that  next  class,  they 
thought,  seemed  like  “the  end  of  the 
road.”  But,  Miss  Ogburn  said, 
“Though  some  folks  think  of  retire¬ 
ment  as  the  end  of  the  road,  it  is  not 
that.  It  is  just  a  new  location.” 

She  listed  some  prayer  requests  for 
retired  missionaries.  “Pray  for  us  as 
we  serve.”  ( She  works  in  three  WMU 
groups  in  First,  Meridian;  teaches 
Sunday  School,  takes  part  in  a  rest 
home  ministry,  and  tells  mission 
stories  to  the  4’s  and  5’s). 

“Pray  that  the  Lord  will  lead  us  to 
the  place  he  wants  us  to  be. 

“Pray  for  comfort  in  times  of  lone¬ 
liness.  Many  of  our  friends  are  still  in 
the  countries  we  left.  Pray  that  we 


may  have  friends  with  whom  we  can 
share  our  thoughts. 

“Pray  for  our  health. 

“Pray  for  us  in  times  like  when  we 
plan  ahead  for  our  own  funeral  ar¬ 
rangements. 

“Pray  that  we  won’t  have  mechan¬ 
ical  troubles— that  our  cars  will  hold 
up!  (Her  car  is  nine  years  old,  she 
said.  It  needed  a  body  job,  the 
mechanic  told  her,  but  still  has  a  good 
motor.)  Retired  missionaries  are 
like  that  car,  she  indicated.  A  body 
job  might  be  needed,  “but  the  Spirit 
is  still  there  and  keeps  us  nmning!” 

Service  intermpted 

“How  to  pray  for  missionaries 
when  their  service  is  interrupted”— 
some  pointers  on  this  were  provided 
by  Delores  (Mrs.  Bob)  Magee,  mis¬ 
sionary  to  Ck>lombia.  She  and  her 
family  are  living  in  Hattiesburg 
while  her  husband  is  studying  for  his 
doctorate  in  music,  at  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi. 

“We  oftbn  want  to  mention  large 
and  idealistic  prayer  requests,”  she 
said,  “when  we  n^  to  ask  for  prac¬ 
tical  things.”  One  time  a  woman  had 
told  her  she  was  praying  for  her  “in 
the  traffic”  in  (Colombia.  At  first  she 
thought  that  not  a  valid  item  for 
prayer,  but  as  she  thought  of  it.  she 
realized  that  really  was  a  need.^ 

When  missionaries’  service  is  in¬ 
terrupted  for  further  study,  or  be¬ 
cause  of  illness,  or  for  some  other 
reason,  she  said,  “We  need  prayer 
for  adjustment  to  the  stresses  of  mov¬ 
ing.  We  need  prayer  as  we  search  for 
a  place  to  live.  Do  we  need  to  buy  a 
car?  Will  we  rent  a  house?  or  an 
apartment? 

“Pray  for  our  children,  for  their 
lives  will  be  affpeted,  too.  Pray  that 
they  will  be  able  to  adjust  to  the  many 
changes. 

“Pray  that  we  will  be  able  to  buy 
winter  clothes.  After  four  years  in  the 
tropics,  the  old  ones  may  have  been 
eaten  by  the  moths!” 

“Pray  for  our  spiritual  support 
first — that  this  will  be  a  positive  time 
for  us.  'Then  pray  for  our  physical, 
emotional,  and  material  needs  to  be 
met. 

“As  we  pray,^  we  can  ciaim  the 
promise  ifi  I(<^^  S:!^. 
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Old  driver,  new  relief  truck 
back  on  the  road  in  Zimbabwe 


SESSAMI,  Zimbabwe  (BP)— 
Kilian  Sibanda  is  back  on  the  road  in 
a  new  10-ton  truck,  delivering  corn- 
meal  weekly  to  stave  oit  starvation 
among  30,000  Tongo  peofde  in  Zim¬ 
babwe’s  drought-stricken  Gokwe 
area. 

Five  anti-government  dissidents 
temporarily  sidelined  the  African 
Baptist  la)rman  last  May  when  they 
attacked  and  burned  one  of  the  two 
10-ton  relief  trucks  (q)erated  by  the 
Baptist  Mission  of  Zimbabwe.  They 
also  stole  $1,400  from  Killian, 
roughed  him  up  and  threatened  his 
life.  But  they  failed  to  fri^ten  him 
away  from  his  task. 

The  two  trucks  now  make  twice- 
weekly  trips,  carrying  about  40  tons 
oi  commeal ,  some  for  sale  at  cost  and 
some  for  free  distributi(»i  in  the  first 


By  Rodney  D.  Bell 

phase  of  Southern  Baptists’  massive 
“People  Who  Care”  project  in  Zim- 
babwe. 

The  poverty-stricken  Tonga  resi¬ 
dents  of  Nenyunga  and  Simchmbu 
take  particular  pride  in  the  new 
truck.  They  raised  $108.4S  from  their 
meager  resources  to  help  replace  it 
and  to  show  their  appreciation  for  the 
relief  effort. 

The  original  truck  cost  $35,000,  but 
the  new  one  cost  (Hily  $30,000. 

To  save  Southern  Baptist  hunger 
and  relief  funds,  workers  repaired 
and  repainted  the  bed  of  the  old  truck 
and  fitted  it  (Mito  a  new  cab,  which 
came  into  the  country  duty-free 
under  a  new  agreement  with  Zim¬ 
babwe’s  Ministry  of  Lands,  Reset¬ 
tlement,  and  Rural  Development. 

The  agreement  allows  free  entry  of 


equipment,  materials,  and  supplies 
for  &e  proposed  four-year  project 
which  the  missions  and  Louisiana 
Baptists  are  conducting  to  help  re¬ 
store  the  drought  area.  The  project 
includes  development  of  medical  and 
community  health  clinics,  grain¬ 
grinding  mills  and  storage  facilities, 
agricultural  development,  evan¬ 
gelism  and  church  development,  well 
digging  dams,  road  repair,  and 
cooperative  storra  operated  by  the 
Tonga. 

The  relief  trucks  now  are  nuuiced 
with  a  “Baptist  People  Who  Clare’’ 
logo,  whidi  workers  hope  wUl  help 
IM'otect  them  from  attack. 

(Rodney  D.  Bell,  a  Soothem  Bap¬ 
tist  jonmeymaB,  is  mass  media  as¬ 
sistant  at  the  fiiaptist  Commonica- 
tions  Center,  Harare,  Ziimbabwe.) 


David  L.  Sellers  is  the  new  pastor 
at  First  Church,  (Collinsville.  He  goes 
from  Magnolia  Street  Church, 
Laurel,  where  he 
I  served  four  years. 
He  also  has  been 
pastor  of  Mt. 
Nebo  and  Hickory 
churches  in  New¬ 
ton  County.  Sel¬ 
lers  is  a  graduate 
|of  Mississippi  Col¬ 
lege  and  holds  a 
Sellers  doctoral  degree 
from  New  Orleans  Seminary. 

Ronald  Mitchell  has  accepted  the 
pastorate  of  South  (Corinth  Church, 
(Corinth.  A  graduate  of  Blue  Moun¬ 
tain  (College  and  New  Orleans  Semi¬ 
nary,  Mitdiell  has  previously  served 
as  pastor  of  Harmony  Church,  Wal¬ 
nut,  and  Walnut  (Church,  and  as  reg¬ 
ional  difector  of  student  work  for 
southwestern  Ohio.  He  is  co-founder 
of  WLRC,  Walnut’s  (Christian  radio 
station. 

Wayne  CampbeU  has  resigned  as 
pastor  of  West  Corinth  Church, 
(Corinth,  to  accept  the  pastorate  of 
(Chunky  Church,  Newton  Association. 

C.  Vaughn’s 
mother  dies 

Mrs.  Annie  Vaughn,  89,  died  March 
16  at  (Crossgates  Nursing  Home  in 
Brandon,  where  she  had  been  for  al¬ 
most  six  years.  She  was  the  mother  of 
(Chester  Vaughn,  Jackson,  program 
director,  Mississippi  Baptist  (Conven- 
ton  Board. 

Funeral  services  were  held  Sun¬ 
day,  March  18,  at  the  Forest  Lawn 
Funeral  Home,  Leeds,  Ala.  Burial 
was  in  Mrs.  Vaughn’s  native  St.  (Clair 
(County,  Alabama,  in  Moody  (Ceme¬ 
tery. 

^rvivors  in  addition  to  Chester 
Vaughn  are  another  son,  Charles 
Vaughn,  of  Tuscaloosa,  Ala.;  two 
grandchildren,  Jim  and  Harriet 
Vaughn  of  Jackson;  three  sisters; 
and  one  brother. 


Timothy  Webb  has  resigned  as  pas- 
Um*  of  Sylvarena,  (Cc^iah  Association, 
to  become  a  miUta^  chaplain. 

Willie  Wright  has  resigned  as  pas¬ 
tor  of  Gatesville,  (Copiah  Association, 
to  become  pastor  of  Robinhood 
(Church,  Brandon. 

Flora  (Church  has  named  (Charles 
L.  BafUn,  Jr.  as  activities  director.  A 
student  at  Hinds  Junior  (College,  he 
was  formerly  as¬ 
sistant  minister  of 
music  and  youth 
and  worked  with 
children’s  church 
and  children’s 
choir  at  Grace 
Church,  Vicks¬ 
burg.  Bufkin  and 
his  wife,  Delores, 
have  a  month 
Bufkin  old  daughter, 
(Charlsie  Ann.  Steve  Jackson  is  pas¬ 
tor  at  Flora. 


Robinhood  (Church,  Brandon,  has 
called  M.  William  Wright  as  pastor. 
He  began  his  leadership  as  of  March 
1.  Wright,  his  wife,  Martha,  and  their 
four  children  are  from  Wesson. 


Carl  M.  White,  his  wife,  Frances, 
and  their  three  children  were  wel¬ 
comed  to  the  Ingonuu*  (Church,  Union 
(County,  with  an  old  fashioned  pound¬ 
ing  recently.  Carl  moved  from  the 
pastorate  of  First  Church,  Sunmer. 
He  is  a  graduate  of  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  and  Southern 
Seminary.  His  hometown  is  Jackson. 


(Charles  Dill  has  resigned  the  pas¬ 
torate  of  East  Corinth  Church, 
(Corinth,  to  accept  a  call  as  pastor  of 
Lamar  Heights  Church,  Memphis. 
April  1  will  be  Dill’s  last  Sunday  at 
East  (Corinth. 


Harvey  Ellis,  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  (lowan  Ellis  of  Noxapater,  sur¬ 
rendered  to  the  youtti  ministiy  and 
was  licensed  March  4.  He  is  a  junior 
at  Mississippi  College,  where  he 
serves  as  st^ent  body  attorney. 

E.  C.  Tucker  has  resigned  as  pastor 
(rf  Mars  Hill  (Church,  Winston  (County , 
and  is  moving  to  his  hmne  at  Rt.  4, 
Box  190,  Forest,  Miss.  39074.  He  is 
available  fm’  pastorate,  full  time  or' 
part  time,  or  in  interim  or  supply 
preadiing.  His  phone  number  is  62^ 
7719. 

Gary  (Carter,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Edwin  Carter  of  Jack- 
son,  was  ordained  Feb.  5  at  his  home 
churdi.  Parkway, 
Jackson.  He  is  a 
>  graduate  student 
at  Mississippi  Col¬ 
lege  and  is  on  the 
staff  at  Easthaven 
(Churdi,  Brookha- 
voi,  as  youth  pas¬ 
tor  and  assistant 
■pastor.  Carter 
Carter  plans  to  alter  New 

Orleans  Seminary  this  fall. 


The  whole  trouble  is  that  we  wwi’t 
let  (jod  help  us.— (jeorge  MacDonald 


Gambling  advertising  bill 
draws  Baptist  opposition 


By  David  Wilkinson 


WASHINGTON  (BP)-Sen.  Paul 
Laxalt,  R.-Nev.,  has  introduced 
legislation  in  the  U.S.  Senate  which 
would  allow  interstate  advertising  of 
state-operated  lotteries  and  casino 
gambling. 

The  proposed  legislation  drew  im¬ 
mediate  criticism  from  a  Southern 
Baptist  ethicist  who  has  led  recent 
opposition  to  legalized  gambling. 

Larry  Braidfoot,  director  of  (Christ¬ 
ian  citizenship  development  for  the 
Christian  Life  Commission,  said 
Laxalt’s  bill  would  “declare  open 
season  for  the  gambling  industry’s 
marketing  specialists.’’ 

Laxalt,  who  in  the  1970s  was  part 


casino  gambling,  the  proposed  legis¬ 
lation  “would  appear  in  effect  to 
allow  interstate  advertising  of  all 
gambling  sponsored  by  a  state,’’ 
Braidfoot  pointed  out.  The  bill  also 
deletes  a  provision  allowing  gambl¬ 
ing  across  state  lines  only  if  the  adja¬ 
cent  state  has  legalized  gambling. 

(Wilkinson  writes  for  the  Christian 
Life  Commission.) 


Satan  gilds  the  present,  but  hides 
the  future.— Hugh  Farmer 


Church  plans 

owner  of  a  family-owned  casino  in  Sollie  Smith  Dav 
(Carson  City,  Nev.,  is  chairman  of  a  j 


Lottie  Moon 


Lone  Pine  Church,  Canton,  set  a 
Lottie  Moon  goal  in  1963  of  $400.00. 
The  goal  was  not  met,  so  the  church 
agreed  to  give  the  remaining  amount 
from  its  budget,  states  the  pastor, 
Robert  Jones  of  Florence.  Jones  also 
serves  as  a  chaplain  at  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist  Medical  Center  in 
Jackson. 


Senate  subcommittee  which  has  held 
hearings  on  the  bill.  According  to  a 
Laxalt  aide,  the  purpose  of  thebiU  (S. 
1876)  is  “to  clarify  some  constitu¬ 
tional  problems’’  in  current  legisla¬ 
tion. 

But  an  aide  to  Sen.  (Chic  Hecht, 
R.-Nev.,  the  only  other  sponsor  of  the 
bill,  told  Braidfoot  the  intent  is  “to 
allow  casino  advertising.’’  The 
spokesman  explained  casinos  now 
“can  advertise  the  hotels,  the  enter¬ 
tainment,  but  not  the  gaming.’’ 

Although  related  primarily  to 


Date  change 

The  prison  ministry  consultation  at 
P4>-chman  has  been  changed  from 
Mar.  30-31  to  May  18-19.  The  Baptist 
Diary  has  the  old  date. 


Sollie  I.  Smith  was  elected,  effec¬ 
tive  March  1,  pastor  emeritus  of 
Superior  Avenue  (Church,  Bogalusa, 
La.  He  was  pastor  of  that  church  for 
16  years,  from  March,  1959,  until  his 
retirement  in  March,  1975. 

The  church  has  set  aside  April  29  as 
“Sollie  I.  Smith  Day,’’  commemorat¬ 
ing  this  occasion.  He  will  be  honored 
in  the  morning  worship  service  which 
will  be  followed  by  dinner  on  the 
grounds. 

Prior  to  going  to  Bogalusa,  Smith 
was  pastor  of  Center  Terrace 
Church,  Canton.  Upon  his  retirement 
he  moved  to  Henleyfield,  Miss., 
where  he  still  lives,  preaching  in 
churches  throughout  Mississippi  and 
Louisiana. 

.  Tb«  church  has  extended  an  invita¬ 
tion  to  Mississippi  friends  of  Smith  to 
be  present  for  the  special  day. 


SHILOH  CHURCH,  WINSTON 
COUNTY,  recently  honored  three  of  its 
senior  members  whose  life  spans  now 
total  289  years. 

Henry  T.  Qoodin  was  1(X)  on  March  6. 
The  church  gave  him  a  cake.  Individu¬ 
als.  Sunday  School  classes,  and  the 
church  sent  cards,  letters,  and  a  tape 
wishing  him  happy  birthday.  He  was 
born  in  Winston  County  in  1884.  His 
wife  died  in  1968.  They  had  three  chil¬ 
dren,  four  grandchildren,  and  seven 
great-grandchildren.  Qoodin,  senior 
deacon  at  Shiloh,  was  at  church  on 
Sunday,  March  18. 

Thomas  Jefferson  Sanders  was  97  on 
Mar.  2.  He  and  his  wife  had  been  mar¬ 
ried  81  years  when  she  died.  A  Christ¬ 
ian  since  age  24,  he  has  been  a  member 
at  ShiloK  since  1979. 

Mrs.  Leda  Mayo  was  92  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  1983.  She  and  her  husband, 
John  Mayo,  who  died  in  1958,  had  four 
children,  21  grandchildren.  44  great¬ 
grandchildren,  and -20  great-great- 
grandchildren.  She  has  been  a  member 
at  Shiloh  since  she  was  baptized  there 
at  age  17and  was  faithful  in  attendance 
until  bad  health  hindered  her  atten¬ 
dance  last  year.  She  and  Mr.  Sanders 
also  received  cakes. 

Above.  Henry  Goodin,  left,  and  Jeff 
Sanders  wish  each  other  happy  birth¬ 
day. 

Pastor’s  wife  dies 

Mrs.  Lena  Webb  Nicholass,  51,  died 
March  17  at  her  home  in  Clarksdale. 
Services  were  at  10:30  a.m.,  March 
19,  at  Union  West  Baptist  Church, 
Lafayette  Oiunty. 

Mrs.  Nicholass  was  a  member  of 
Cherry  Street  Baptist  Church  in 
Clarksdale  and  a  retired  school 
teacher. 

She  is  survived  by  her  husband, 
Wesley  Nicholass,  pastor  of  Oierry 
Street  Cburch;  daughter,  Mrs.  Susan 
Blanchard  of  Leland;  sons,  Robert 
Lee  Nicholass  of  Jackson,  William 
Ray  Nichole  of  Oxford,  and  Roger 
A.  Nicholass  of  Whitney,  Tex.; 
mother,  Mrs.  Pauline  Webb  of  Ox¬ 
ford;  three  sisters;  five  brothers,; 
and  three  grandchildren. 
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Board  okays  plans  to  work 
with  Australian  Baptists 


Thortday,  March  1M4 
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RICHMOND.  Va.  (BP)— 
Australian  Baptists  will  receive 
short-term  help  from  special  project 
wmi^ers  and  partnership  volunteers 
under  a  working  relationship  ap¬ 
proved  March  13  by  the  Southern 
Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Board. 

The  board  emphasized  that  Baptist 
w(Mii  is  well  developed  in  Australia, 
with  more  than  54,000  members  in 
almost  700  churches,  and  said  it  will 
provide  assistance  only  as  requested 
by  individual  state  Baptist  unims. 

The  first  request,  from  the  Baptist 
Union  of  New  South  Wales,  calls  for 
two  church  starters  and  a  youth 
worker  for  short-term  assignments 
with  Australian  pioneer  pastors  in 
the  Sydney  area.  One  of  tte  church 
planters  will  assist  in  the  inner  city 
and  the  other  in  the  suburbs.  The 
youth  worker  will  develop  (kHinseling 
and  outreach  ministries. 

Just  three  months  earlier  the  board 
established  fraternal  relatimis  with 
neighboring  New  Zealand  Baptists. 

In  other  actions  the  board  ap¬ 
proved  12  new  missionaries,  reap¬ 
pointed  four  others,  and  announced 
the  start  of  a  new  missionary  enlist¬ 
ment  department  headed  by  former 


missionary  John  David  Floyd,  a  vice 
presidoit  tA  Mid-America  Seminary, 
Memphis,  Tenn. 

The  new  missionaries  include  five 
couples  and  two  women  who  will 
serve  in  seven  countries.  They  were 
aj^inted  in  a  service  at  Monument 
Heights  Baptist  Church,  Richmond. 

Vice  President  Harlan  E.^Spurgeon 
said  Floyd’s  appointment  will  be  ef¬ 
fective  April  1.  As  director  of  the  new 
department,  Floyd  will  seek  to  ex¬ 
pand  the  board’s  efforts  to  And  more 
{M^chers  willing  to  be  evangelists 
and  church  developers  overseas.  He 
and  his  wife,  the  former  Helen  Ruth 
Nutt,  were  missionaries  to  the 
niilippines  from  1965-76. 

Herman  Hayes,  career  enlistment 
consultant  since  1978,  will  be  a  con¬ 
sultant  in  the  departmoit. 

Board  President  R.  Keith  Parks 
said  Floyd’s  addition  to  the  staff  in  no 
way  alters  the  board’s  policy  (m  qual¬ 
ifications  for  missionary  appoint¬ 
ment.  Missionary  candidates  whose 
jobs  require  a  seminary  degree  must 
be  graduates  of  a  Southern  Baptist 
seminary  or  have  earned  a  degree^ 
from  an  accredited  seminary  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  year  of  study  at  one  of  the 


six  Southern  Baptist  seminaries. 

This  policy  also  applies  to 
graduates  of  Mid-America,  where 
Floyd,  as  professor  of  missions,  has 
been  influential  in  encouraging  many 
to  consider  a  missions  career.  Mid- 
America,  though  accredited  and 
largely  teaching  Southern  Baptists, 
is  not  officially  linked  to  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention. 

Board  members  also  heard  a  re¬ 
port  that  $1,691,589  in  hunger  and  re¬ 
lief  donations  were  releas^  in  Feb¬ 
ruary  to  help  meet  human  needs 
around  the  world. 

Sam  James,  missionary  orienta¬ 
tion  and  furlough  director,  said  work 
on  the  Cauthen  Missionary  Learning 
Center  near  Ridunond  is  near  com¬ 
pletion,  with  the  first  groups 
scheduled  to  arrive  for  orientation  in 
April.  The  board  closed  its  final  mis¬ 
sionary  orientation  program  at  Cal¬ 
laway  Gardens,  Pine  Mountain,  Ga., 
in  March. 

The  board  wiil  hold  its  April  meet¬ 
ing  in  Biloxi,  Miss.,  where  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptists  hope  to  fill  the  11,000- 
plus  seats  of  the  (iulf  0>ast  Coliseum 
for  a  missionary  appointment  ser¬ 
vice  April  10. 


- Devotional - 

A  growing  Christian  — 

By  Armond  D.  Taylor,  pastor,  Summerwood,  Olive  Branch 
2Peter3;18a 

The  Bible  has  much  to  say  about  spiritual  growth.  It  is  a  sad  experience  to 
see  a  child  that  never  grows  physically  or  mentally.  It  is  equally  tragic  to  see 
(Christians  who  never  grow  beyond  the  baby  stage  (I  Cor.  3:1-3). 

An  individual  may  make  three  decisions  related  to 
growth.  He  can  decide  not  to  grow.  He  can  decide  to  main¬ 
tain  status  quo.  He  can  decide  to  grow.  Unfortunately, 
many  Christians  are  not  growing. 

The  Apostle  Peter  admonishes  us,  “To  grow  in  grace 
spiritual  strength)  and  knowledge  (understanding)  of 
LQicd,Jesus.ChrisL’-’  Whataresome  characteristhanf 
"  I  a  growing  Christian? 

^  First,  a  growing  Christian  is  one  who  has  had  a  personal 
saving  encounter  with  Jesus  Christ.  He  has  been  bom 
Taylor  again  by  the  spirit  of  God  and  is  on  his  way  toward 
spiritual  growth.  Have  you  had  this  experience?  It  can  be  yours  by  personal 
faith  in  Christ. 

Second,  a  growing  Christian  is  one  who  refuses  to  rest  on  the  laurels  of  the 
past.  I  once  knew  a  lady  who  was  the  proud  possessor  of  a  five  year  atten¬ 
dance  pin.  She  based  her  entire  spiritual  growth  on  that  experience.  She  once 
was  growing,  but  not  now.  I  don’t  believe  God  is  interested  in  our  past 
accomplishments.  He  is  interested  in  what  we  are  doing  now.  I  urge  you  to 
update  your  Christian  experience.  If  you  sit  back,  your  spiritual  life  will  grow 
stale. 

Third,  a  growing  Christian  is  one  who  is  continuously  learning.  Peter  said, 
“But  grow  in  knowledge  and  understanding.’’  We  grow  through  prayer,  Bible 
study,  and  church  attendance. 

Fourth,  a  growing  Christian  is  one  who  shares  his  faith  daily.  A  growing 
Christian  is  a  witnessing  Christian.  We  witness  by  what  we  say,  what  we  do, 
and  what  we  are.  Are  you  a  growing  Christian? 


Groundbreaking  ceremonies  were  held  recently  at  First  Church.  Madison,  for  a 
new  sanctuary  which  will  seat  950  people,  and  a  new  children’s  building  with  a 
capacity  of  450.  Pro|ected  completion  date  is  May.  1985.  Shown  participating  in 
the  ceremony  are:  Front  row;  Dan  Burt,  chairman  of  deacons;  James  Richardson, 
pastor;  Doug  Burt.  Building  Conimittee  chairman.  Second  row:  Richard  Lister. 
Ken  Jacobs.  James  Hodges.  Patsy  Tolleson.  Linda  Blissett.  Ralph  Hamil.  and 
Mike  Carpenter.  Third  row:  Tom  Sanderson.  Dan  Hall.  Bill  Warren,  and  Hartley 
Fairchild. 


CALVARY  CHURCH.  BELZONI.  held  a  note  burning  ceremony  on  Feb.  19  to 
celebrate  payment  of  the  last  installment  on  the  church  building,  which  was  built 
In  1969.  Left  to  right  are  Ed  BSnkston.  Bobby  Hawkins.  Charlie  Chisholm.  James 
Allen  Duthu.  chairman  of  deacons.  Robert  C.  Ragland,  pastor,  Jerry  Wood,  Joel 
Litton,  Dwiitt  McGee,  and  Lewis  Duthu. 


SHORT  CREEK  CHURCH 
(TISHOMINGO)  RAs  were  recognized 
in^a  special  service  recently.  Front  row: 
Paul  Enlow  and  Chris  Trickey  received 
Lad  3  pins.  Second  row:  Tim  Holland 
and  Larry  Carden  received  Trailblazer 
achievement  and  high  achievement 
awards.  Third  row:  Joe  Sheppard  and 
Ellis  Floyd  are  the  RA  counselors. 
Floyd  is  RA  director  for  Tishofningo 
.County  Association. 


Yooth  week  is  being  held  at 
Gillsburg  Chiirch,  Mar.  25-Apr  1.  A 
parent-youth  banquet  will  be  held  at  7 
p.m.  Mar.  31  in  the  church  fellowship 
hall.  Terry  Sharp,  minister  of  youth 
at  First  Church,  McComb,  will  be 
guest  speaker.  April  1  is  youth  Sun¬ 
day.  The  youth  will  be  teaching  Sun¬ 
day  School,  singing  in  choir,  taking 
up  offering,  and  performing  other 
leadership  functions.  A  goal  ^  200  in 
attendance  has  been  set  for  the  Sun¬ 
day  School.  Tom  Kilgore  is  pastor, 
Greg  Potts  is  music-youth  director. 


SHILOH  CHURCH.  Winston  County,  has  a  new  pastorium.  The  Building  Com¬ 
mittee  included,  left  to  right.  Philip  D.  Mayo,  chairman.  Henry  Bane.  Jerry  Smith. 
Bill  Stanley.  Temli  Mayo,  and  M.  H.  Waltmon.  pastor.  The  house  was  built  largely 
by  members  of  the  church,  with  only  $708  being  spent  for  hired  labor.  “Shiloh 
couldn’t  have  a  note  burning."  said  the  pastor.  “The  few  thousands  of  dollars 
borrowed  to  finish  the  building  came  from  some  members  of  the  church- 
interest  free— and  have  been  repaid."  The  pastorium.  Shiloh’s  first,  is  brick 
veneer,  all-electric,  three  bedroom,  two  bath,  carpeted,  with  central  air  and  heat. 
The  Waltmons  have  been  living  in  it  for  a  year. 


WCX)DVILLE  CHURCH  held  a  recognition  service  March  11  for  its  Acteens. 
Girls  honored  were,  left  to  right.  Tammy  Carter.  Teresf  McCurley.  Rhonda  Shaip. 
Mona-kyn  Whitaker,  and  Cindy  Haggert. 


•.  ■ 
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Virginia  court  affirms 
ruling  against  Sorrels 


Highland ..Meridiaa:  ;Api’iI^*4r 
Larry  Taylor,  4ull-fline  evaii^list 
from  San  Antonio,  Tex.,  preaching; 
services  mi  Sunday  at  10:40  a.m.  a^ 
7  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.  at  7  a.m.  and  7 
p.m.;  (Taylor,  who  became  a  drug 
addict  at  age  12,  was  converted  dur¬ 
ing  a  revival  crusade,  withdrew  from 
drugs  “cold  turkey,’’  and  shortly 
afterward  entered  ^e  ministry,  and 
has  preached  in  at  least  500  revi¬ 
vals);  Jackie  Hamilton,  pastor. 

Hattiesburg,  South  28th  Avenue 
Church :  April  1-5;  Malcolm  Richard, 
evangelist;  Gibbre  McMillan,  pas¬ 
tor. 

Cleary  Church,  Florence:  April 
8-13;  Malcolm  Richard,  evangelist; 
Kent  Shirley,  pastor. 

Main  Street  Church,  Goodman: 
April  1-4;  Jerry  Mixon,  pastor.  First, 
Winona,  evangelist;  Luther  Boggan, 
Goodman,  song  leader;  special 
music  at  each  service;  services  at  11 
a.m.  Sunday,  and  7  each  evening; 
James  S.  Allen,  pastor. 

Holly  (Alcorn):  weekend  revival; 
March  30-April  1;  Phil  Glisson, 
Leawood  Church,  Memphis, 
evangelist;  Jack  Price,  pastor;  ser¬ 
vices  at  7  p.m.  Fri.,  Sat. ;  11  a.m.  and 
7  p.m.  Sunday. 

Macedonia  (Lincoln):  April  8-11; 
revival  preacher— David  Millican, 
pastor  of  South  McComb  C!hurch;  re-' 
vival  musician — Joe  Chapman, 
minister  of  music,  Briarwood  Drive 
Church,  Jackson;  Sunday 
services— 11  a.m.  and  6:30  p.m.;  11 
a.m.  and  7:30  p.m.  Mon.-Wed.;  din¬ 
ner  on  the  grounds,  Sunday,  April  8; 
covered  dish  lunch  weekdays  at 
noon;  Harry  Barnes,  pastor. 

Four  Mile  Creek  Church :  April  2-8; 
at  7  each  night;  Paul  Ra^and  from 
Myrtle,  evangelist;  Gilbert  Emerson 
and  Bill  Britton,  sharing  in  the 
music;  Kenny  Goff,  pastor. 


-  Prospect  (Perry  )t  April  1^19;  Jqe. 
Strahan  of  First-Ghih'di,  ^aumoiti, 
preaching;  services  each  evening  at 
7;  George  P.,  Jones  Jr.,  pastor. 

First  :  Church,  Mt.  Olive 
(Covington):  April  1-^;  evangelist: 
John  Traylor,  pastor  (d  First,  Mon¬ 
roe,  La.  (former  pastor  of  First, 
Gulfport);  directing  music:  Lonnie 
J(M)es  of  Fort  Worth,  Tex.,  native  of 
Scott  County,  Miss.; -Sunday  at  11 
a.m.  and  6  p.m.,  Mon.-Fri.  at  7  a.m. 
and  7  p.m. ;  Kenneth  E.  Walters,  pas¬ 
tor. 

Rocky  Ptdnt  (Leake):  April  8-13; 
Robert  Falwell,  Meridian, 
evangelist;  Myma  Loy  Hedgepeth  of 
Jackson,  directing  the  music;  David 
Wilkinson,  pastor. 

Forest  Church,  Forest:  April  8-11; 
Brian  Harbour,  First  Church,  Pen¬ 
sacola,  Fla.,  evangelist;  Tommy 
Howard  of  First  Church,  Leland, 
guest  musician;  Charles  D.  Belt,  pas¬ 
tor. 

Concord  (Yazoo):  April  1-4;  Andy 
Hamilton,  Port  Gibson,  evangelist; 
Petie  Neely,  leading  the  music; 
Tonuny  Bufkin,  pastor;  Sunday  at  11 
a.m.  and  6:30  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.  at 
7:30  p.m. 

East  Philadelphia:  April  1-6; 
preacher,  Ron  Kirkland,  Newton; 
singer.  Bob  Chafin,  Bay  Springs;  or¬ 
ganist,  Shirley  MeKee;  pianist, 
Tommie  Hardy;  Truman  D.  Scar¬ 
borough,  pastor. 

Sunshine  (Rankin) :  April  1-6;  at  11 
a.m.  Sun.;  7  nightly;  evangelist  H.  D. 
Smith,  preaching;  Sam  Oeel,  pas¬ 
tor;  Bob  Coleman,  minister  of  music 
and  education,  in  charge  of  music. 

Liberty  (Rankin):  April  2-8; 
Mon.-Sun.,  nightly  at  7:30;  Donald 
Bozeman,  pastor  at  Southside 
Church,  Jackson,  to  bring  the  mes¬ 
sages;  Wayne  Oenshaw,  pastor;  Joe 
Metts,  music  director. 


.Ahtfoch,  (^^hoba):  April  1-4  at  7 
each  night;  Harold  Hutcheson, 
evangelist;  Marty  McMullen,  music 
director;  James  Gibson,  pastor. 

North  McComb  Church,  McComb: 
April  1-4;  Sunday  at  10:30  a.m. ;  April 
1-4  at  7  p.m. ;  Charles  Freeman,  First 
Church,  Atmore,  Ala.,  guest 
speaker;  Eugene  Price,  minister  of 
music  at  North  McComb,  to  lead  the 
music;  Jan  Linton,  Baker,  La.,  guest 
singer  Sunday  morning  and  night; 
Monday  night.  Baptist  Student  Unim 
Ensemble  of  Southwest  Mississippi 
Junior  (College,  to  sing;  Tuesday 
night  James  Bickham,  minister  of. 
music  at  East  McC^omb  (%urch,  to 
sing;  Robert  Fullerton,  pastor. 

Mt.  Zion  (Rankin):  April  1-4;  ser¬ 
vices  Sunday  at  11  a.m.  and  1  p.m.; 
Kenne^  Pickens,  evangelist;  Billy 
Bowie,  minister  of  music;  John  Pat¬ 
terson,  pastor. 

•» 

Young  returns 
from  Germany 

Leon  Young,  director  of  missions, 
Lauderdale  Baptist  Association,  has 
returned  from  a  two-month  interim 
pastorate  at  Trin¬ 
ity  Baptist  (3iurch 
in  Baumholder, 
West  Germany. 
He  was  there  Jan. 
5  -  March  7.  Trin¬ 
ity  is  an  English 
language  church 
ministering  to  the 
American  milit- 
Yoamr  community  in 

Baumholder. 

Young  was  invited  by  John  Merritt, 
executive  secretary  of  the  European 
Baptist  Convention,  to  do  the  interim 
pastorate,  and  Lauderdale  Baptist 
Association  made  it  a  mission  pro¬ 
ject,  organized  its  leadership  to  do 
his  work  in  the  association,  and  then 
paid  his  salary  and  expenses  while  in 
Gernuuiy. 


Va.  (BP)- 
Virgihia’a  Supreme  Court  has  af¬ 
firmed  a  decision  by  the  state’s  in¬ 
dustrial  commission  denying  work-, 
men’s  compensation  to  Robert  W. 
Sorrels,  a  paralyzed  Mission  Service 
(3orp6  volunteer. 

Sorrels  had  sought  the  compensa¬ 
tion  because  of  automobile  accident 
injuries  received  April  15, 1980,  less 
than  a  week  after  he  arrived  in 
Nigeria  for  a  year’s  service  as  an  ac¬ 
countant.  He  was  paralyzed  from  the 
shoulders  down  in  the  accident, 
-Which  took  the  lives  of  a  Southern 
Baptist  missionary  and  a  Nigerian 
Baptist. 

L.  W.  Hiner,  chief  deputy'commis- 
sioner  of  the  Industrial  (^onunission 
of  Virginia,  ruled  in  July  1962  that  no 
actual  employer-employee  relation¬ 
ship  exist^  between  ^e  Southern 
Biq;)tist  Foreign  Mission  Board  and 
Sorrels.  Hiner  held  Sorrels  was  a  vol¬ 
unteer,  not  an  employee,  but  even  if 
there  tod  been  such  a  relationship. 
Sorrels  would  not  have  been  entitl^ 
to  state  compensation  because  all  of 
his  work  was  done  outside  Virginia. 

Later,  the  full  commission  upheld 
Hiner’s  ruling,  but  the  decision  was 
appealed  to  the  State’s  highest  court, 
liie  court’s  ruling,  made  March  9,  af¬ 
firmed  the  order  dismissing  Sorrels’ 
workmen’s  compensation  claim. 

Sorrels,  now  32,  is  a  master  of  di¬ 
vinity  student  at  Southwestern  Bap¬ 
tist  Theological  Seminary,  Fort 
Worth,  Texas,  and  hopes  to  b^me  a 
preacher.  Before  the  accident  he 
worked  for  a  Washington  savings  and 
loan  firm  and  was  a  member  of 
Capitol  Hill  Metropolitan  Baptist 
Church  in  that  city. 

Funds  donated  by  people  who 
wanted  to  help  Sorrels  were  used  to 
buy  him  a  three-bedroom  house  in 
Fort  Worth  and  to  remodel  it  to  meet 
his  needs.  Two  seminary  students 
have  beto  sharing  the  home  and  as¬ 
sisting  Sorrels. 

Vinton  Koons,  president  the  Dis¬ 
trict  of  Columbia  Baptist  Founda¬ 
tion,  which  has  managed  the  funds 
dMiated  to  Scnrels,  said  the  founda¬ 
tion  also  is  providing  Sorrels  a  $400- 
a-nnonth  seminary  sch<dar^p.  He 


receives  a  comparable  anoount  from 
(Tapitol  Hill  Metropolitan  members 
and  a  Social  Security  check.  Texas 
workers  who  assist  quadriplegics 
have  helped  in  his  rehabilitation, 
Komis  said. 

The  Foreign  Mission  Board  spent 
more  than  $28,000  for  Sorrels’  medi¬ 
cal  care  after  the'accident  and  pro¬ 
vided  a  monthly  stipend  of  $603.50 
until  October  1982,  when  he  b^me 
eligible  for  government  disability 
benefits.  But  the  board  declined  to 
accept  long-term  responsibility  for 
Sorrels  because  he  had  gone  to 
Nigeria  as  a  volunteer,  not  as  a 
career  missionary,  and  because  all 
Mission  Service  <^rps  volunteers 
signed  waivers  absolving  the  board 
of  responsibility  in  the  event  of  a  dis¬ 
abling  injury. 

A  group  called  the  “Friends  of  Bob 
Sorrels’  ’  circulated  letters  criticizing 
the  Foreign  Mission  Board  for  not 
providing  more  funds,  toter,  how¬ 
ever,  Walt  Tomme,  then  associate 
pastor  of  (Capitol  Hill  C3)urch,  helped 
bring  about  a  reconciliation  totween 
Sorrels  and  his  supporters  and  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board.  Tomme  later 
became  pastor  of  the  church. 

Although  the  board  does  not  recog¬ 
nize  any  legal  obligation,  Board 
President  R.  Keith  Parks  has  en¬ 
couraged  Southern  Baptists  to  con¬ 
tribute  to  the  special  fund  for  Sorrels’ 
support.  Both  board  members  and 
staff  have  been  among  those  who 
contributed. 

Liberty  plans 
old-fashioned  day 

Liberty  Church,  Flowood,  in  Ran¬ 
kin  County,  will  hold  old-fashioned 
day  on  April  1.  Bible  study  will  begin 
at  9:45  a.m.  and  morning  worship  at 
11.  Barney  Walker  will  bring  the 
morning  message.  “Some  people  will 
dress  in  old-fashioned  clothes,  and 
others  in  normal  attire,’’  said  one  of 
the  members.  Dinner  will  be  served 
on  the  grounds,  the  women  of  the 
church  bringing  covered  dishes. 
“The  Believers’’  are  to  sing  during 
the  evening  worship  hour,  at  7. 


Olympics  coffeehouse  renews  Sarajevo  church 


SARAJEVO,  Yugoslavia  (BP)— • 
Their  Winter  Olympics  coffeehouse 
didn’t  turn  out  to  be  the  international 
ministry  Baptist  representatives  and 
Yugoslav  Baptists  had  envisioned, 
but  it  did  rejuvenate  Sarajevo  Bap¬ 
tist  Church. 

The  church  building  tod  been  re¬ 
novated  and  the  coffeehouse  set  up  as 
a  meeting  place  for  Christians,  a  wit¬ 
nessing  point,  and  an  alternative 
gathering  spot  for  Olympic  visitors. 

But  restrictions  on  the  distribution 
of  invitational  leaflets  meant  the 
biggest  part  of  the  Olympic  crowd 
didn’t  even  know  the  coffeehouse  was 
open.  Wontof-moutb  invitations  at¬ 
tracted  mostly  church  families,  their 
r^tives  and  friends.  ' 


One  of  those  was  20-year-old  Mira, 
which  means  “peace’’  in  Serbo- 
Croation  (the  major  South  Slavic 
language  spoken  in  Yugoslavia).  The 
"niece  of  a  member,  she  spMit  a  lot  of 
time  with  the  group  during  the  12 
days  of  Olympic  competition.  At  the 
end  of  the  two  weeks,  she  requested 
baptism  and  spoke  of  being  born 
again. 

A  Sarajevo  dentist  who  had  not  at¬ 
tended  the  church  for  years  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  coffeehouse  Bible  study. 
As  he  expressed  appreciation  for  new 
sfmtual  insights,  he  referred  to  him¬ 
self  as  a  brother  and  a  fellow  be¬ 
liever. 

Baptist  representatives  Tom 
Stallworth  and  Jiln  Smith,  who  live  in 


By  Evelyn  BenfieM 

Austria,  took  medicine  to  the 
church’s  oldest  member  several 
times.  Olga,  84,  was  ill,  lived  alone 
and  tod  not  attended  church  for  some 
time. 

She  also  was  upset  because  her 
landlord  was  threatening  to  evict 
her.  She  lived  close  to  the  road  to  the 
Olympic  bobsled  course.  During  con¬ 
struction  (rf  the  road,  one  of  the  walls 
of  her  home  was  damaged.  Her  land¬ 
lord  demanded  she  fix  it. 

She  was  overjoyed  when 
Stallworth  and  Smith  gave  her 
money  for  the  repair.  They  also 
brought  two  of  her  fellow  church 
members  through  deep  snow  and  up 
a  mountain  pass  to  visit  her. 

'Ito  Baptik  ministry  started  on  a 


sour  note  on  the  Olympics’  opening 
day.  Authorities  picked  up  a  promi¬ 
nent  Yugoslav  Baptist  and  ques¬ 
tioned  him  for  three  hours.  Because 
Baptists  failed  to  register  their  inten¬ 
tions  before  the  deadline  set  by  gov¬ 
ernment  officials,  they  were  told  to 
collect  the  invitation  leaflets  they 
tod  distributed  and  not  distribute 
more. 

Even  so,  the  coffeehouse  was  al¬ 
lowed  to  remain  opm  and  the  six- 
member  congregation  reaped  the 
ben^its.  Without  a  pastor,  they  tod 
been  meeting  in  a  home  during  the 
cold  winter  months.  A  $6,000  alloca¬ 
tion  from  the  Southern  Baptist 
FM'eign  Mission  Board  enabled  them 
to  replace  the  chtffch’s  heating  sys¬ 
tem  and  ready  the  building  for  wor¬ 
ship. 


The  congregation  was  not  only  en¬ 
couraged  but  will  likely  increase. 
About  20  people  ei^ressed  an  interest 
in  attending  services. 

Marijan  Hlastan,  a  Yugoslav  pas¬ 
tor,  has  promised  to  visit  Sarajevo 
and  preach  for  them  once  a  month 
and  to  bring  along  active  laymen  to 
assist.  Baptists  believe  the  Olympic 
city  of  half  a  million  will  have  a 
stronger  (Christian  witness  than  be¬ 
fore. 

Other  Baptist  representatives 
who  assisted  in  the  coffeehouse 
ministry  were  Charles  Thomas, 
stationed  in  France;  Albert 
Craighead,  Italy,  and  Paul 
Hiibodeaux,  Yugoslavia. 

(Evdya  BenfieM  is  the  SeMhcra 
Baptist  missioBary  press  represen¬ 
tative  iB^aatrta.J 
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several  avenues 
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^  a  miaskmary  with  the  Home 
Mission  Board,  I  have  the  opportun¬ 
ity  being  a  recipient  of  the 
Cooperative  Program  through  sev¬ 
eral  avenues.  Ihe  indirect  help  of  the 
Cooperative  Program  gifts  have 
been  instrumental  in  the  initiation  of 
my  ministry  in  Jackson  and  in 
strengthening  the  work.  A  few  exam¬ 
ines  will  help  clarify  this. 

In  a  joint  venture,  this  association 
began  Christian  Social  Ministries 
eight  and  a  half  years  ago  with  the 
financial  encouragement  of  the 
Home  Mission  Board  and  the 
Cooperative  Missions  Department  of 
the  state  convoition.  Without  that  in- 

Woolmarket  begins 
second  service 

Because  of  the  unusual  growth  at 
Woolmarket  Church  this  past  year, 
members  have  started  two  morning 
worship  services;  an  early  service  at 
8:30  and  another  service  at  11. 

*‘We  had  to  do  this  because  our  11 
a.m.  service  was  overflowing,” 
states  John  Sherman,  chairman  of 
deacons.  “We  are  still  in  revival  and 
are  seeing  people  baptized  nearly 
every  Sunday.  We  recently  built  a 
new  building  for  education  and  re¬ 
creation  and  already  every  room  has 
a  class  meeting  in  it.  Our  slogan  for 
this  year  is  ‘Let’s  Do  More  in  ’84,’  and 
our  pastor,  Donnie  Guy,  and  the 
people  at  Woolmarket  are  tiying  our 
best  to  do  it.  We  give  our  Lord  the 
praise.” 

Meadowview 
furnishes  house 
for  missionaries 

The  deacons  of  Meadowview 
Church,  Starkville,  made  the  re¬ 
commendation  that  the  church  re¬ 
furbish  and  furnish  its  unoccupied 
pastonum  and  list  it  with  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board  for  occupancy  by 
foreign  missionaries  on  furlough. 
The  church  voted  to  do  this  and  plan¬ 
ned  to  have  the  building  ready 
around  July  1,  1964. 

The  home  was  listed  with  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board  for  occu¬ 
pancy  around  July  1,  but  around  the 
first  of  February  the  churdi  received 
a  call  fitHn  Roy  McKay  in  Pine  Moun- 
'  tain,  Ga.  Roy  and  Marsha  McKay  are 
missionary  appointees  to  the  Philip¬ 
pines  and  their  visas  had  been  de¬ 
layed.  They  needed  a  place  to  stay 
and  since  Marsha  is  from  Starkville, 
and  her  brother  is  a  member  of 
Meadowview  church,  they  called  to 
see  if  they  could  stay  in  the  house. 

“Well,  this  mountain  was  turned 
over  to  the  Lord  and  the  house  was 
refurbished,  cleaned  and  painted  on 
the  inside,  and  completely  furnished 
from  donations  and  the  McKays 
moved  in  on  March  8.  The  members 
of  Meadowview  just  praise  the  Lord 
for  his  mighty  hand  in  this  missions 
project?”  reports  Patsy  Parrish. 

On  Sunday  night,  March  11,  a 
pounding  was  held  for  the  McKays  in 
the  Fellowship  Hall  of  Meadowview 
Church.  The  McKays  have  two  sons, 
'‘wina,  &,  and  Matthew,  1. 


itial  funding,  I  doubt  this  association 
could  have  taken  this  bold  step  in 
missions  at  that  early  date. 

The  Cooperative  Missions  De¬ 
partment,  the  expression  of  the 
Home  Mission  Board  on  the  state 
conventioo  levd,  has  offered  invalu¬ 
able  assistance  to  my  work  during 
these  f(Nrmative  years  of  establishing 
Christian  Social  Ministries  locally. 

The  Cooperative  Program  has 
helped  fund  special  projects  to 
strengthen  the  work.  For  example, 
the  recent  Laser  Thrust  designed  to 
locate  internationals  in  our  area  was 
a  partnership  effort  in  manpower 
and  finances  with  the  Cooperative 
Missions  Department.  Student 
summer  missionaries  have 
strengthened  the  summer  program.. 
These  were  funded  through  the  Home 
Mission  Board’s  student  summer 
missionary  program. 

Shared  expeises  have  provided  me 
additional  training  opportunities 
through  the  years  l^ond  that  which 
my  personal  training  allocation 
could  have  provided.  Personnel  from 
the  Home  Mission  Board  have  been 
available  to  counsel  and  advise  me  in 
areas  of  expanding  ministry  or  prog¬ 
ram  difficulties.  The  personnel’s 
availability  and  printed  materials 
provided  have  not  been  dependent 
upon  my  budget,  but  are  services 
rendered  by  the  Home  Mission 
Board.  These  support  systems  are 
funded  through  the  Cooperative 
Program. 

I  am  grateful  for  the  Cooperative 
Program  because  it  undergirds  so 
many  aspects  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention’s  organization  and  ser¬ 
vices,  and  the  Home  Mission  Board  in 
particular.  Because  many  of  these 
Southern  BafAist  Convention  minis¬ 
tries  funded  by  the  Cooperative 
Program  are  helpful  to  my  ministry, 

I  am  indeed  a  recipient  of  these  gifts. 

David  Myers  is  director  of  minis¬ 
tries  for  the  fflnds-Mamsoa  Baptist 
Assodation.) 


Senate  committee  approves 
clergy  housing  extension 


WASHINGTON  (BPl-TTie  Senate 
Finance  Committee  voted  to  extend 
for  an  additional  year  a  double  bous¬ 
ing  tax  break  for  clergy  who  owned  or 
occupied  their  current  houses  before 
Jan.  3, 1983. 

Tucked  in  a  $49.3  billion  tax  bill  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  committee,  the  change 
puts  on  further  hold  for  some  minis¬ 
ters  an  eariy  1963  Internal  Revenue 
Service  ruling  which  disallowed 
mortgage  interest  and  property  tax 
deductions  to  the  extent  they  were  at¬ 
tributable  to  a  tax  exempt  housing 
allowance.  * 

A  subsequent  IRS  ruling  delayed 
the  effective  date  of  Rev.  Rul.  83-3 
until  Jan.  1,  1965,  for  ministers  who 
occupied  their  residence  or  had  a 
contract  to  purchase  one  by  Jan.  3, 
1963.  The  Senate  conunittee  action 
would  further  delay  the  effective 
date  until  Jan.  1, 1966. 

Rev.  Rul.  83-3  reversed  a  20-year- 
old  policy  of  permitting  clergy 
mortgage  interest  and  real  estate  tax 
deductions  as  well  as  tax  exempt 
housing  allowances.  An  agency 
spokesman  said  the  reversal  was 
put  of  an  IRS  effort  to  apply  consis¬ 
tently  section  265  of  the  Internal  Re¬ 
venue  Code  whidi  specifically  pro¬ 
hibits  double  tax  breaks. 

Sonne  opponents  of  83-3  have 
charged  the  ruling  is  not  consistent 
because  IRS  failed  to  make  the  same 
ai^lication  to  military  bousing  de¬ 
spite  recommendation  in  a  general 
counsel  memorandum  that  it  do  so. 

Other  legislation  dealing  with 
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clergy  housing  is  pending  on  both 
sides  of  Capitol  Hill.  H.R.  4548  spon¬ 
sored  by  Rep.  Stan  Parris,  R-Va., 
and  S.  2017  sponsored  by  Sen.  Jesse 
Helms,  R-N.C.,  would  exempt  both 
der^  and  military  housing  from 
Section  265  application. 

In  other  changes  affecting 
churches,  the  Finance  Committee 
bill  would  permit  certain  churches 
and  church-related  organizations  to 
treat  employees  as  self-employed  for 
Sodal  Security  purposes  and  would 
tighten  conditions  under  which  IRS 
may  audit  churches. 

Under  ^the  committee  bill, 
churches  and  church-related  organi¬ 
zations  who  “for  religious  reasons” 
opposed  payment  of  employer  por¬ 
tion  and  collection  of  the  employee 
portion  of  Social  Security  taxes 
would  be  permitted  a  one-time,  ir¬ 
revocable  decision  to  treat  non- 
ministerial  employees  as  self- 
employed  for  Social  Security  pur¬ 
poses.  This  option  would  be  available 
only  to  churches  not  already  par- 
tidpating  in  Social  Security  prior  to 
Jan.  1, 1961. 

The  change  would  mean  higher  So¬ 
cial  Security  payments’  for 
employees  of  chun^es  and  church- 
related  organizations  making  this 
election.  Current  Social  Security 
rates  for  self-employed  participants 
is  11.3  percent.  For  employed  par¬ 
ticipants,  the  rate  is  6.7  percent  paid 
by  the  employee  and  7  percent  paid 
by  the  employer.  Existi^  law  treats 
ministers  as  self-employ^  for  Sodal 


Brotherhood  Commission 
has  continuing  studies 


By  Mike  Davis 


Darotha  D.  Lott,  missionary  to 
Brazil,  has  oxnpleted  furlough  and 
returned  to  the  fidd  (address:  Caixa 
Postal  35, 74000  Goiana,  GO,  BrazU). 
She  is  a  native  of  Sumrall,  Miss. 

John  Pari  Jr.,  missionary  to 
(jhana,  may  be  addressed  at  Box  400, 
Accra,  Ghana.  He  is  native  of  Missis¬ 
sippi,  bom  in  Kosdusko. 

John  and  Nell  Smith,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Indonesia,  have  arrived 
in  the  States  for  furlough  (address: 
c/o  Mrs.  Russd  May  Jr.,  301  E.  Hill¬ 
side,  Jackson,  Miss.  39209).  Both  are 
natives  of  Brookhaven,  Miss. 

L.  A.  Doyle  Sr.,  father  of  C.  Donald 
Doyle,  missionary  to  Guatemala, 
died  Feb.  28  in  Ripley,  Miss.  Missio¬ 
nary  Doyle  is  in  the  States  and  may 
be  addressed  at  400  North  St.,  San 
Marcos,  Texas  78666. 

James  and  Gloiia  Jeanette  Hare, 
mission^es  to  Brazil,  may  be  ad¬ 
dressed  at  C^ixa  Postal  2161, 
C^itiba  80000  PR,  Brazil.  He  is  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Gidfport,  . 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)— The 
attraction  of  volunteer  groups  and 
how  those  groups  assimilate  new 
members  were  among  topics  at  the 
Brotboliood  Cfonunission’s  first  ever 
continuing  studies  conference. 

The  conference,  held  at  Southwest¬ 
ern  Seminary  here,  was  designed  to 
give  professional  and  para- 
professional  Brotherhood  workers 
in-depth  training  on  how  to  use 
psychological,  social,  and  theologi¬ 
cal  insights  in  involving  men  in  mis¬ 
sions. 

Five  Southwestern  professors  led 
the  30  participants  in  discussions 
about  how  persons  are  motivated  to 
join  and  piuticipate  in  groups  and 
talked  abwt  some  of  the  dynamics 
present  in  existing  church  groups. 

Bob  Brackney,  assistant  professor 
of  social  work,  listed  three  major 
reasons  why  persons  volunteer— 
they  agree  with  the  task  of  the  group, 
they  like  people  in  the  group,  and 
they  feel  the  groupcan  satisfy  a  need. 
Knowing  why  people  join  groups  can 
help  in  developing  the  khxls  of  ac¬ 
tivities  needed  for  a  successful  prog¬ 
ram,  he  explained. 

Fifty  to  60  million  people  volunteer 
to  something  in  America  each 


year,  Brackney  said,  and,  “We  have 
to  give  consideration  to  the  number 
of  people  who  are  willing  to  work.” 

David  Fite,  director  of  Southwest- 
era’s  continuing  education  for  minis¬ 
try  department,  emphasized  learn¬ 
ing  best  takes  place  in  groups.  He  out¬ 
fit  five  sta^  of  a  group:  orienta- 
tion,  when  participants  are  excited; 
dissatisfaction,  when  some  particip¬ 
ants  realize  the  group  isn’t  going  to 
fulfill  their  expectations;  re^ution, 
when  participants  really  find  out 
what  the  major  task  of  the  group  will 
be;  production,  when  the  major  task 
of  the  group  is  done,  when  the  group 
disbands  or  starts  on  a  new  project. 

Identifying  those  other  traits  of 
groups  is  important  in  developing 
successful  church  programs,  Fite 
said. 

Ted  Dowell,  professor  of  psychol¬ 
ogy  and  human  relations  and  direc¬ 
tor  of  Southwestern’s  marriage  and 
family  counseling  center,  said  a 
characteristic  of  Baptist  groups  is 
members  tend  ^  care  deeply  about 
one  another. 


;  (Davis  writes  for  the  Brotherhood 
CoaunterioB.) 


Security  purposes. 

This  Finance  Committee  action 
came  in  response  to  complaints  from 
some  church  groups  that  the  196850^* 
cial  Security  reform  package  passed 
by  Congress  violated  their  religious 
freedom  by  making  Sodal  Security 
partidpation  mandatory  for  aU  non¬ 
profit  groups,  including  churches. 

In  a  third  area,  the  committee  bill 
would  place  new  restrictions  on  IRS 
procedures  for  investigating  and  au¬ 
diting  churches. 

Existing  law  permits  IRS  to 
examine  church  financial  records 
only  to  the  extent  necessary  to  de¬ 
termine  qualification  for  tax  exempt 
status  and  the  amount  of  unrelat^ 
business  income. 

Under  the  committee  bill,  IRS 
could  begin  an  investigation  pf  tax 
liability  only  if  it  had  evidence  which 
“led  it  to  reasonably  believe  ttiat  the 
organization  was  engaged  in  taxable 
activities  or  did  not  qualify  for  tax 
exemption.” 

In  addition,  IRS  would  be  required 
to  provide  expanded  notice  tefore 
examining  church  records  and  inves¬ 
tigations  would  be  required  to  be 
completed  within  two  years. 

(Larry  Chesser  writes  for  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Joint  Committee.) 

_ —  ■  V. 

It  is  more  important  to  deserve  the 
applause  of  men  than  to  obtain  it.— 
Thales 

Why  can’t  life’s  problems  hit  us 
when  we  are  18  and  know  all  the 
answers? 
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Springtime  splendor 


It’s  spring  again,  the  earth  breaks  forth  in  praises 
The  singing  breezes  kiss  the  frosty  sod. 

The  birds  procletim  a  Hallelujah  Chorus 
It’s  nature’s  way  of  serenading  God. 

'The  frogs  and  crickets  join  the  celebration 
The  daffodils  raise  sleepy  heads  of  gold. 

'They  softly  whisper  to  the  dreaming  tulips, 
“Awake!  come  forth  with  beaut  yet  untold.’ 

The  glowing  stars  revek  this  springtime  splendor. 
They’re  dancing,  dancing  in  the  sky  above 

As  heaven’s  firmament  portrays  God’s  f lory. 

And  earth  displays  God’s  miracle  of  love. 


—Augustine  Burch, 
Brookhaven 


Always  time 


There  is  always  time  for  serving 
If  you  really  open  up— 

If  you  lend  your  hands  in  giving. 
There  is  ONE  to  fill  your  cup. 
“Cast  your  bread  upon  the  waters,’’ 
You  will  surely  get  it  back. 

Keep  on  giving,  giving,  giving 
With  thou^t  of  keeping  track. 


There  is  always  time  for  loving. 
As  long  as  life  endures. 

Keep  on  loving,  loving,  loving. 
Many  hearts  need  daily  cures. 
Waste  not  a  precious  minute. 
Time  is  swiftly  getting  by, 

You  may  reach  the  coldest  person 
If  you  give  this  thing  a  try. 


A  thought  for  now:  If  you  get  a  person’s  love  you  just  about  have  everyj 
[thing.  Love  is  what  makes  friendships  last,  children  have  happy  homes,  and| 
piarriages  work  “until  death  do  us  part.” 

—Mildred  H.  BeU,  Gr^iada 


Beauty 


Do  not  speak  to  me  of  beauty. 

You  have  never  seen  it. 

I  harbor  it  in  my  mind 
waiting  to  releaW  it 
yet  I  Imw  not  how. 

No  artist  could  attonpt  to 
draw  fw  you  the 
beauty  I’ve  seen. 

No  psychologist  could  try  to 
analyze  for  you  the  beauty  I’ve  felt. 
No  blind  man  could 
describe  for  you  the 
beauty  I’ve  touched. 


So  how  will  you  know? 
or  see? 
or  fed? 
or  toudi? 

Come  with  me. 

Let  me  show  you. 

My  heart  is  in 

your  hands 

as  we  walk  together 

and  experience  f 

together. 

Wity  my  help 
sou  will  know  beauty. 

With  my  help 
you  will  know  beauty. 

—Hope  Starnes 
Greenville 


84^’85  SBC  budget  looks 

toward  smaller  inerease 


L.  D.  Wood,  /etired  HMB 
staffer,  dies  in  Texas 


CLEBURNE,  Texas  (BP)— Uvi 
Davis  Wood,  75,  former  assistant  di¬ 
rector  of  language  missions  at  the 
Southern  Baptist  Home  Mission 
Board,  died  March  18  in  Cleburne, 
Texas. 

Wood,  a  native  of  Clenter,  Miss.,  re¬ 
tired  from  the  HMB  in  1974  after  eight 
years  in  his  position  with  the  depart¬ 
ment  of  language  missions.  He  was 
superintendent  of  missions  in  the  Re¬ 
public  of  Panama  1960-65,  a  period  of 
rapid  expansion  of  Southern  Baptist 
work. 

FYom  1951-60,  Wood  served  as  cor- 
dinator  of  language  missions  for  the 
Baptist  General  Convention  of 
Texas.  He  held  the  position  of  coor¬ 
dinator  of  missions  for  the  Lower  Rio 
Grande  Valley  Baptist  Association  in 

% 


Harlingen,  Texas,  1948-51. 

Wood  completed  two  terms  with 
the  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 
Board  in  (Aile  where  he  was  ad¬ 
ministrator  and  teacher  in  the  (Chi¬ 
lean  Baptist  Theological  Seminary. 

Wood  was  a  graduate  of  Missis¬ 
sippi  College,  Clinton,  Miss.,  and 
Southwestern  Seminary,  Fort  Worth, 
Texas.  He  held  student  pastorates  in 
Mississippi  1929-33. 

Survivors  include  his  wife.  Ora, 
three  children  and  several  grand¬ 
children.  _ 

Some  people  are  so  conservative 
they  think  nothing  should  be  done  for 
the  first  time. 

The  faith  that  removes  mountains 
always  carries  a  pick. 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)— The 
upward  spiral  in  operating  budgets  of 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  agen¬ 
cies  will  slow  dramatically  in  1984-85. 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  June 
will  consider  a  national  (^operative 
Program  budget  for  its  next  fiscal 
year  of  $130  million,  with  $118  million 
designated  as  operating  budgets  for 
the  agencies  of  the  convention. 

That  compares  to  a  $125  million 
budget  for  1983-84  (114.5  million 
operating). 

“This  was  more  than  an  agonizing 
I  depi^ion— it  was  gut-wrenching,” 
l^/Smd  John  Sullivan,  pastor  of  Broad¬ 
moor  Baptist  Church  in  Shreveport, 
La.,  and  chairman  of  the  program 
and  budget  subcommittee  of  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  conven¬ 
tion.  He  told  the  February  meeting  of 
the  Executive  Committee,  “Our  test 
hope  is  that  everyone  will  be  equally 
dissatisfied.” 

To  that  end,  the  subcommittee  re¬ 
commended  that  the  majority  of  the 
agencies  get  the  same  percentage  in¬ 
crease  over  their  1983-84  budgets— 
2.79.  The  six  seminaries  will  receive 
a  block  amount  which  equals  2.79 
percent,  but  the  fund  are  pro  rated 
among  toose  sdiools  on  the  basis  of  a 
complex  formula,  so  the  increase  will 
vary  from  campus  to  campus. 

The  Foreign  Mission  Board,  which 
will  receive  50  percent  of  the 
(Cooperative  Program  budget,  was 
given  a  3.06  percent  increase  over  the 
current  fiscal  year. 

“We  certainly  don’t  desire  that  this 
(the  same  increases  for  everyone  re¬ 
gardless  of  budget  requests)  become 
a  precedent  f(H*  future  budgets  but 
felt  in  these  circumstances  it  was  the 
fairest  thing  we  could  do,”  Sullivan 
explained. 

When  the  program  and  budget  sub¬ 
committee  met  in  January  to  work 
out  the  details  of  the  budget ,  they  had 
known  fOT  four  months  projected  in- 
ctnne  was  almost  $21  rnillion  below 
the  budget  requests  from  the  agen¬ 
cies. 

The  (Cooperative  Program  operat¬ 
ing  budget  had  increased  by  double¬ 
digit  percent^es  in  eight  of  the  past 
nine  years,  including  increases  of 
18.49  percent  for  1963-84,  15.87  per¬ 
cent  for  1982-83,  and  10.67  percent  in 
1961-82.  . 

The  1964-85  three  percent  increase 
is  the  smallest  in  15  years  ( 1970’s  was 
2.2  percent). 

The  (Cooperative  Program  isn’t  the 
sole  source  of  revenue  for  the  agen¬ 
cies  but  is  the  major  one.  Other  re¬ 
venue  comes  from  endowments,  spe¬ 
cial  offerings,  literature  sales,  etc. 

The  total  budget  of  $130  million  is  a 
record  but  also  is  the  lowest  increase 
in  many  years  (four  percent).  Hie 
total  budget  increase  is  greater  than 
the  increase  in  operating  budgets  be¬ 
cause  the  capital  needs  portion  of  the 
budget  jumps  from  $3,340,385  to 
$6,874,000.  The  capital  ne^s  portion 
of  the  budget  is  set  several  years  in 
advance  and  has  already  been  ap¬ 
proved  at  an  annual  meeting  of  the^ 
Southern  Baptist  (Convention. 

The  third  section  of  the  budget,  the 
challenge  budget,  was  decreased 
from  $7, 159,615  to  $5,128,000.  Thb  cap- 
\ 


By  Craig  Bird'' 

ital  needs  portion  cannot  be  funded 
until  the  basic  operating  needs  are 
fulfilled  and  the  challenge  portion 
cannot  be  funded  until  after  capital 
needs. 

Agency  funding  for  operations  in 
1984-85  (followed  by  the  amount  re¬ 
quested)  includes: 

Foreign  Mission  Board,  $59  million 
($67.86  million);  Home  Mission 
Board,  $23,266,977  ($27  million); 
Southern  Baptist  (Conunission  on  the 
American  Baptist  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary,  $234,218  ($250,650);  Annuity 
Board,  $943,656  ($1,068,000); 

Brotherhood  (Commission,  $872,625 
($976,235);  (Christian  Life  Commis¬ 
sion,  $729,843  ($903,750);  Education 
Commission,  $435,644  ($487,370); 
Historical  Commission,  $404,600 
($603,360);  Public  Affairs  Commit¬ 
tee,  $411,436  ($464,000); 

Radio  and  Television  (Commission, 
$4,947,872  ($6,554,096);  SBC  operat¬ 
ing  (includes  Executive  (Committee 
as  well  as  budget  for  planning  and 
holding  annual  meetings)  $1,681,003 


($2,316,000);  Southern  Baptist  Foun¬ 
dation,  $250,202  ($282,472)  and  Ste¬ 
wardship  Commission,  $407,221 
($475,000).  / 

The  seminaries)  their  allocations 
and  percentages  increases  (followed 
by  requests)  are:  ~ 

Midwestern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary,  1.53  percent  and  $2,032,771 
($2,402,651);  Golden  Gate  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary,  3.18  percent 
and  $2,385,849  ($3,006,010);  South¬ 
eastern  Baptist  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary,  3.36  and  $3,832,442  ($4,523,756) ; 

New  Orleans  Baptist  'hieological 
Seminary,  1.96  and  $4,044,974 
($4,915,534);  Southern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary,  2.76  and 
$5,180,138  ($6,114,863)  and  South¬ 
western  Baptist  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary,  3.26  and  $6,788,529  ($8,204,882). 

The  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board 
and  Woman’s  Missionary  Union  do 
not  receive  Cooperative  Program 
funds  but  generate  their  own  re¬ 
venues  by  the  sale  of  literature. 

(Craig  Bird  is  feature  editor  for 
Baptist  Press.) 


One  congregation  prays 
for  36,000  SBC  churches 


By  Craig  Bird 


WICHITA  FALLS.  Texas 
(BP)— First  Baptist  Church  has 
launched  an  effort  to  pray  specifi¬ 
cally  for  each  of  the  more  than  36,000 
diurches  which  cooperate  with  the 
Southern  Baptist  (Convention  and  for 
each  of  the  convention’s  seminaries, 
mission  boards,  and  agencies  during 
the  next  five  and  a  half  months. 

Thd  prayer  program  was  launched 
March  5  a^  will  continue  five  days  a 
week,  12  hours  a  day.  Eadi  half  hour 
a  prayer  partner  will  be  praying  for 
15  Southern  Baptist  churches  by 
name.  The  church  has  installed  two 
toll-free  telephone  lines  so  churches 
can  phone  in  specific  prayer  requests 
and  report  “spiritual  victories.” 

Morris  Chapman,  pastor  of  the 
7,60()-memter  church,  and  a  native 
Mississippian,  conceived  the  idea 
last  December  while  praying  for 
spiritual  revival  in  the  Texas  city 
which  sits  just  across  the  Oklahoma 
border,  “(iod  reminded  me  how  the 
few  national  awakenings  in  our  land 
had  begun  with  intercessory 
prayer,”  he  explained. 

As  he  considered  how  the  Southern 
Baptist  convention  structure  is  built 
around  the  automony  of  the  local 
church,  he  was  impressed  to  link 
those  churches  in  a  prayer  chain. 

The  congregation  responded  en- 
thusiastics^y,  committing  both  the 
manpower  and  the  finances  neces¬ 
sary  to  make  the  idea  functional.  The 
120  volunteers  who  are  maintaining 
'the  prayer  chain  are  backed  up  by 
scores  of  other  church  members  who 
are  handling  the  secretarial  duties 
and  filling  in  when  one  of  the  120  is 
unable  to  be  there.  \ 

The  church,  which  gives  15  percent 
of  its  receipts  to  the  SBC  unified  giv¬ 
ing  program,  the  Owperative  Prog- 


ram  (this  year  that  will  be  $441,000), 
also  authorized  $10,000  fw  the  two 
toll-free  telephone  lines  ( 1-800-PRAY 
SBC  in  Texas  and  1-800-PRAY  USA 
for  the  other  states)  and  advertising. 
Another  $2,000  was  spent  remodeling 
a  small  ktchen  area  into  the  prayer 
room. 

Churches  will  receive  postcards 
some  days  prior  to  the  time  they  will 
be  pray^  for,  so  they  can  phone  in 
reipiests.  First  Baptist  Church  also 
asked  each  of  the  36,000  churches  to 
pray  for  their  minikry  in  Widiita 
Falls. 

(Bird  is  Baptist  Press  feature 
editor)  _ 

Yea  cannot  get  anywhere  with  a 
clenched  fist. 


CLASSIFIED 


CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS: 
Manufactured  in  ear  plant  For 
free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers,  P.  0.  Box  188,  Meridian, 
Miss.  39301.  Since  18H.  Phone 
(891)  8M-4451. 


Ins 


GROUPS  of  U  to  158:  Remark** 
ble  OZARK  PASSION  PLAY  Pac 
kace  includes  $7.50  tickets 
lodring,  swimming,  and  meals  at 
Keller’s  Country  Dorm  Resort, 
Eureka  Springs,  Arkansas  for  just 
$20  each!  Reservations:  501/; 
8418. 


FOR  SALE:  Complete  set 
CHURCH  FURNITURE.  28  pews, 
pulpit,  chairs,  communion  table. 
Excellent  condition.  Write  P.  0. 
Box  103,  Brandon,  MS  39042; 
phone  (8011  825-4004. 


Thanday,  March  2f,  1M4 
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Progress  pleases 
inerrantists 


(Continued  from  page  3) 


Casting  the  net 


AMOS  BAROLI  casts  his  net  to  coliect  fish  on  a  farm 
directed  by  the  Baptist  Mission  in  Bangladesh.  In  a  country 
chronically  afflicted  with  poverty  and  food  shortages, 
Southern  Baptist  missionaries  use  these  ponds  to  raise 
fast-growing  fish  for  food  and  demonstration  purposes  for 


rural  and  village  people.  Southern  Baptist  missionaries 
around  the  world  use  Southern  Baptist  hunger  gifts  on 
similar  farms  ¥vhere  they  teach  local  people  how  to  produce 
more  and  better  food.  (BP)  PHOTO  by  Don  Rutledge 


New  York  City  church  hopes  for 
creative  financing  in  big  buy 


By  Jim  Newton 


NEW  YORK  (BP)— Metro  Baptist 
Uiurch  has  signed  a  contract  to  buy  a 
church  building  in  the  Times  Square 
area  of  Manhattan  for  $1.75  million, 
and  is  seeking  “creative  financing” 
to  close  the  deal  May  1. 

“We  couldn’t  ask  for  a  better  loca¬ 
tion  or  a  better  building  for  the 
money,”  said  Metro  Pastor  Gene  Bo¬ 
lin. 

The  building,  constructed  in  1912  as 
a  Polish  church,  is  now  owned  by 
Daytop  Village,  Inc.,  and  used  as  a 
halfway  house  for  former  drug  ad¬ 
dicts.  It  is  located  at  406  West  40th 
Street  near  Ninth  Avenue  adjacoit  to 
the  Port  Authority  bus  tenninal. 

The  site  is  four  blocks  from  Times 
Square  (comer  of  42nd  and  Broad¬ 
way),  one  block  from  a  proposed 
merchandise  mart,  and  three  blocks 
from  the  new  NYC  Convention 
Center. 

If  M^ro  is  able  to  come  up  with  the 
financing  to  buy  the  propel,  it  will 
be  the  fulfillment  of  a  long-time 
dream  for  an  identifiaUe  Southern 
Baptist  worship  center  in  mid- 
Manhattan,  said  R.  Quinn  Pugh, 
executive  director  of  the  Baptist 
(IkNivention  of  New  York  and  former 
executive  director  of  the  Metropoli¬ 
tan  New  York  Baptist  Association. 

Bolin  said  he  and  other  church 
leaders  had  been  in  contact  with  sev¬ 
eral  pastors  of  key  SBC  diurches, 
and  by  mid-March,  almost  $500,000 
had  been  pledged,  most  in  long-term 
commitments. 

Metro  is  seeking  to  raise  $200,000 
from  among  its  own  members.  Bolin 
said  he  hopes  other  more  affluent 
churches  in  the  SBC  will  respond  to 


the  dream,  and  that  by  the  closing 
date  on  May  1,  the  church  will  have 
raised  $1  million,  including  $875,000 
in  cash.  Sevo'al  churches  in  Texas 
and  in  Atlanta,  which  is  linked  to  New 
York  as  a  sister  association,  have 
pledged  sums  ranging  from  $30,000  to 
$50,000  to  help  Metro  buy  the  prop¬ 
erty,  Bolin  said. 

He  added  whoi  the  church  moves 
into  the  building,  it  will  bel(Hig  not 
just  to  one  congregation,  but  to  the 
entire  Southern  Baptist  Invention. 

In  signing  a  contract  to  purchase 
the  property,  Metro  put  down 
$100,000  in  earnest  money.  Bolin  said 
he  and  other  churdi  members  had 
contacted  financiers  who  would  back 
a  loan  from  a  commercial  lending  in¬ 
stitution  provided  Metro  can  prove  it 
can  pay  back  the  loan. 

The  current  owners  have  agreed  to 
finance  $875,000  of  the  purchtM  price 
on  a  IS  year  mortgage  with  a  balloon 
note  at  the  end  of  five  years,  starting 
at  13  percent  interest. 

Daytop  Village,  which  owns  the 
building,  has  outgrown  the  facility 
and  is  moving  to  new  facilities  in  the 
Queens  area  of  New  York. 

“The  buiiding  is  in  A-plus  condi¬ 
tion,  and  we  could  move  in  and  start 
using  it  immediateiy  without  major 
remodeling,”  Bolin  said.  “All  we  will 
have  to  do  is  get  a  piano  and  move  in 
folding  chairs.” 

(Currently,  Metro  Baptist  Church  is 
renting  the  third  floor  of  an  office 
building  owned  by  Metropolitan  New 
York  Baptist  Association  on  72nd 
Street  in  Upper  Manhattan.  About 
125  attend  worship  regularly.  “We 
have  completely  filled  our  current 


space,  and  there  is  no  room  for  the 
diurch  to  grow,”  Bolin  said. 

Currently,  there  are  only  four 
churches  in  the  area— two 
s)magogues,  one  Catholic  and  one 
Seventh-day  Adventist  church— 
Bolin  said. 

The  building  has  a  full  basement 
with  a  fellowship  hall  including  a 
theater  stage  and  fuUy-equipped  in¬ 
stitutional  kitchen.  Bolin  said  the 
facility  would  enable  Metro  to  ex¬ 
pand  its  “soup  kitchen”  ministry, 
which  now  operates  only  on  Satur¬ 
day,  serving  about  100  persons  each 
wei^,  and  develop  a  community  the¬ 
ater  ministry. 

The  main  floor,  which  includes  a 
balcony  for  a  proposed  Southern 
Baptist  visitor  center,  would  provide 
space  for  Metro’s  senior  citizen 
ministry  and  a  sanctuary  seating  600 
people. 

liie  second  floor  of  the  building 
would  be  used  for  (2iristian  educa¬ 
tion  space,  released-time  religious 
instruction  for  public  school  stu¬ 
dents,  day  care  for  preschoolers,  a 
medical  clinic,  clothes  closet,  and 
food  pantry,  Bolin  said.  He  ad<M  the 
church  holies  to  develop  an  urban 
training  center  for  seminary  stu¬ 
dents  in  cooperation  with  the  de¬ 
nomination. 

The  floor  would  provide  apart¬ 
ments  and  dormitory-type  rooms  for 
volunteers,  US-2  miasiooaries.  Mis¬ 
sion  Service  Corps  volunteers,  semi¬ 
nary  interims  and  students  involved 
in  t^  urban  training  center. 


rant  in  every  statement  that  it 
makes.” 

“It  is  unconscionable  for  me  to  be 
forced  to  pay  to  support  the  propaga- 
ti(Hi  of  another  view,”  he  said,  com¬ 
paring  it  to  asking  him  to  “send 
money  to  Russia  to  propagate  com¬ 
munism.” 

He  added  he  believes  the  denomi¬ 
nation  was  “rapidly  moving  toward  a 
day  of  disintegration”  when  the  iner¬ 
rancy  effort  b^an  and  warned  that 
“if  something  isn’t  done  to  rectify  the 
inequity  it  (the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention)  is  going  to  disinte¬ 
grate.  . . .” 

During  the  symposium,  sponsored 
by  the  Conservative/Evangelical 
F»i!owsh^,  a  group  of  25  students  at 
the  1,200-student  school,  Piitterson 
was  asked;  “If  you  have  it  your  way 
would  all  seminary  faculty  be  iner¬ 
rantists  or  would  you  allow  those  who 
don’t  feel  that  way  to  teach?” 

Patterson  said  “we  are  40  million 
light  years  away  from  that,”  but  re¬ 
sponded:  “If  I  were  personally 
selecting  the  faculty  . . .  yes,  the 
whole  faculty  would  be  inerrantists.” 

If  I  were  in  the  position  of  the 
presidency  of  one  of  the 
seminaries— which  I  think  is  exceed¬ 
ingly  hypothetical— mv  first  move 
would  be  to  replace  existing  faculty 
members . . .  with  folks  who  have  no 
questions  about  the  full  validity  of  the 
scriptures,”  he  said. 

His  second  move  would  be  to  make 
chapel  programs  “vibrant  affairs 
with  people  coming  in  to  represent 
primarily  that  viewpoint.”  The  third 
would  be  that  no  faculty  member  or 
staff  member  “would  fail  to  be  a  per¬ 
sonal  soul  winner.  Dismissal  for  that 
would  come  more  quickly  than  for 
any  other  reason.  This  is  the  first 
work  as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  and 
the  emphasis  on  personal  witnessing , 
evangelism  and  missions  would  do 
much  to  solve  difficulties,”  he  added. 

He  said  if  he  still  had  people  on  the 
faculty  “after  a  period  of  time  who 
were  advocating  that  the  Bible  was 
not  aitirely  accurate,  I  would  try 
very  hard  to  spend  special  time  with 
them,  to  listen  to  them,  but  also  to 
persuade  them  of  my  view.” 

Patterson  admitted  he  did  not 
know  what  would  happen  “if  all  that 
doesn’t  work.  I  haven’t  faced  that 
yet;  I  don’t  have  that  problem  at 
Oi^ell  Center.” 

Patterson  also  explained  that  stu¬ 
dents  at  Criswell  Onter  are  taught 
the  other  major  “strands  of  theol¬ 


ogy,”  but  added:  “Very  honestly,  we 
provide  an  evangelical  answer  to 
those.” 

During  the  symposium,  Pressler 
was  asked  what  his  goal  in  the 
movement  is.  He  replied  that  “in 
some  of  our  institutions  there  are  in¬ 
dividuals  who  undermine  the  faith  of 
our  young  pe<q)le  in  the  complete  au¬ 
thority  of  the  scripture.” 

“My  goal,”  he  said,  for  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Convention  “is  that  any 
student  who  goes  to  any  one  of  our 
Baptist  institutions  comes  out  with 
his  faith  built  up,  his  faith  oicour- 
aged  and  as  a  stronger  believer  and  a 
stronger  witness  than  when  he  en¬ 
tered.” 


Victims  pray 
for  robber  - 


after  theft 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)- 
Members  of  Riverside  Baptist 
Church  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  took  the 
Bible  literally  recently  when  a  man 
robbed  them  of  $300  and  $1,000  worth 
of  jewelry. 

They  prayed  for  one  who  “despite- 
fully  us^”  them. 

About  90  people  had  gathered  to 
hear  Southern  Baptist  missionary 
David  Ford  tell  of  his  work  in  Argen¬ 
tina  when  the  robber  interrupted  the 
meeting,  put  a  barber’s  straight- 
edged  razor  to  the  throat  of  the  pas¬ 
tor’s  wife  and  took  the  money  and 
jewelry. 

Pastor  James  Patton  said  the 
group  then  postponed  the  talk  by 
Ford  and  prayed  for  the  robber  in¬ 
stead.  “We  are  a  small  cbvrcb  big  we 
try  to  give  away  as  much  mon^  and 
food  to  the  community  as  we  can,” 
Patton  explained.  “We  feel  be  (the 
robber)  needs  CSuist  in  his  life  and  he 
needed  those  material  things  at  this 
time.” 

The  group  was  praying  before  eat¬ 
ing  when  the  man  entered  the  only 
unlocked  door  in  the  building.  He 
then  walked  his  hostage  (the  pas¬ 
tor’s  wife)  around  with  him  with  the 
razor  always  near  her  throat,  and 
had  her  go  through  the  purses  and 
pockets  of  the  others  and  remove  the 
jewelry  and  put  whatever  he  wanted 
in  his  coat  pocket. 

Patton,  Ford,  and  an  elderly  man 
were  the  only  males  in  the  group. 
Ford,  who  is  from  Missouri,  had  not 
been  accompanied  by  his  wife. 


Mississippi  Baptist  activities 


Apr.  1 
Apr.  5 


(Newlsw  writes  far  the  Heme  Mb- 


Apr.  6 
Apr.  8-7 
Apr.  8-7 
Apr.  7 


Launch “Yearoftbe(>)operativeProgram”(STEWEmphasis) 
New  Staff  Orientation;  Baptist  Building;  9:30  a.m.-4  p.m. 
(MBCB) 

Young  Musicians’  Adjudication;  Woodville  Heights  BC, 
Jackson;  7-9:30  p.m.  (CM) 

GA  Mother /Daughter  Weekend  for  Grades  1-3;  CampGaraywa; 
4  p.m.,  8th-l  p.m.,  7th  (WMU) 

Singles’  Retreat;  Main  Street  BC,  Hattiesburg;  7  p.m.,  8th-4 
p.m.,  7th  (CAC) 

State  Young  Musicians’  Festival;  Mississippi  College,  Clinton;  9 
a.m.-2:30p.m.  (CM) 
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The  way  of  the  servant 

By  Robert  Earl  Shirley,  pastor,  Parkway,  Tapelo 
Mark  lt:SMS 


Prejudice,  pressure 

By  Gerald  P.  Baekley,  pastor.  Parkway,  Natchei 
Mark  14:SI-1S:U 


The  setting  for  our  lesson  this  week 
has  Jesus  pausing  as  he  makes  his 
way  up  to  Jerusalem  to  come  aside 
with  h^  disciples  to  prepare  them  for 
what  will  happen  there.  It  is  a  drama¬ 
tic  scene  as  he  walked  before  them 
deep  in  thought  concerning  that 
which  he  must  face.  Though  they  did 
mt  understand  all  that  was  involved, 
/(nose  who  followed  him  sensed  the 
tenseness  of  the  moment  and  were 
filled  with  amazement  and  fear. 
Mark  records  three  occasions  when 
Jesus  predicted  his  suffering  and 
death  and  each  time,  the  disciples 
reacted  as  though  they  had  never 
heard  his  words  before. 

This  is  probably  explained  by  the 
fact  that  one  often  refuses  to  hear  and 
believe  that  which  may  shock  or  hurt 
him.  The  details  that  Christ  gave  of 
his  approaching  death  are  those  that 
one  might  expect  at  an  execution,  but 
they  indict  to  us  that  he  was  con¬ 
scious'  of  what  awaited  him  in 
Jerusalem  and  what  his  mission  on 
earth  was  to  be.  Jesus’  reference  to 
himself  as  the  Son  of  Man  is  taken 
from  the  book  of  Daniel  and  iden¬ 
tified  him  with  the  Messiah  but 
avmded  the  term  itself  and  the  confu¬ 
sion  that  it  was  causing  among  those 
who  expected  an  earthly  king  or  a 
political  ruler. 

The  Son  of  Man  came  to  seek  and  to 
save  the  lost,  and  it  is  in  that  capacity 
that  he  must  be  accepted.  The  ten¬ 
dency  of  people  of  all  ages  to  see  the 
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dark  side  of  life  while  failing  to  see 
the  good  is  seen  in  the  fact  that  the 
disciples  apparently  totally  ignored 
his  prophecy  that  he  would  rise 
again. 

The  request  ( lt:3S-37).  While  Jesus 
was  explaining  the  dreadful  future 
that  awaited  Mm,  his  disciples  were 
thinking  (miy  of  themselves.  Thus, 
James  and  John  come  to  him  with  the 
request  that  they  be  given  the  places 
of  most  importance  when  he  came  to 
his  kingdom.  Such  a  desire  could  per¬ 
tain  either  to  this  world  or  the  next, 
but  it  is  obvious  that  their  concept  of 
his  kingdom  was  still  this  woridly. 
They  longed  to  be  high  ranking  offi- 
cidb  such  as  members  of  his  cabinet. 

There  is  nothing  wrong  with  ambi¬ 
tion,  and  God  certainly  expects  each 
of  us  to  do  the  very  best  that  we  can 
with  the  talents  and  opportunities  we 
have  been  given.  However,  one’s  mo¬ 
tives  and  attitudes  are  also  impor¬ 
tant.  All  of  us  might  well  hear  Jesus 
say  in  response  to  our  prayers,  “You 
know  not  what  you  are  asking.”  We 
are  fortunate  that  he  frequently  re¬ 
fuses  to  answer  in  the  affirmative  our 
insincere,  selfish,  and  unthoughtful 
requests.  ^ 

'The  answer  (10:38-45).  When  Jesus 
asked  if  they  could  drink  of  the  cup 
that  he  drank  of  and  be  baptized  with 
nis  baptism,  he  was  referring  to  the 
suffering  and  death  that  awaited 
him.  Acts  12;2  tells  us  that  James 


was  actually  killed  by  Herod  and 
John  was  also  to  know  his  share  of 
suffering  although  he  escaped  mar¬ 
tyrdom. 

Jesus’  next  psords  gave  a  princiirie 
that  is  true  in  every  area  of  life. 
Greatness  is  earned,  not  given.  The 
peatness  that  the  wcM'ld  recognizes 
is  fickle  and  can  be  taken  away  by  the 
fluctuations  of  the  stock  market  or 
the  prevalence  of  a  wild  bit  of  gossip. 

The  inner  circle  of  Peter,  James, 
and  John  were  all  to  declare  their  un¬ 
conditional  faithfulness  without 
realizing  that  there  is  always  a  cost  to 
be  paid,  but  all  three  were  to  ulti¬ 
mately  pay  that  price  and  gain  a 
greatness  that  shall  last  forever.  In 
the  eyes  of  the  world,  they  were 
failures,  the  Catholic  church 
canonized  them  as  saints,  but  their 
greatness  was  earned  by  their  com¬ 
mitment  to  Christ. 

In  the  final  woi^  of  our  lesson, 
Christ  gave  a  summation  of  his  mis¬ 
sion  and  purpose.  Jesus  is  the  fulfill¬ 
ment  of  the  “suffering  servant” 
prophecies  M  Isaiah  as  he  came  not 
to  be  ministered  unto,  but  to  minis¬ 
ter,  and  to  give  Ms  life  a  ransom  for 
many.  A  ransom  is  the  price  paid  for 
a  slave,  and  he  paid  on  the  cross  the 
price  of  our  redemption.  If  he  laid 
down  his  life  for  us,  should  we  not 
then  surrender  in  service  our  life  to 
him?  Only  in  the  giving  of  our  life  will 
we  find  the  true  meaning  of  living. 


Judgment  against  Israel 


Amos  was  a  native  of  Tekoa,  lo¬ 
cated  in  the  desert  of  Judah,  approx¬ 
imately  twelve  miles  south  of 
Jerusalem.  And  though  he  was  from 
the  Southern  Kingdom  the  call  of  God 
to  him  was  to  preach  in  Israel,  The 
Northern  Kingdom.  His  prophecy 
against  Istad  came  during  the  time 
of  the  reign  of  Jeroboam  II  who,  like 
the  first  Jeroboam,  son  of  Nebat,  de¬ 
liberately  encouraged  the  practices 
of  the  fertility  cults  (II  Kings  14:24, 
25).  He  paganized  the  worship  of 
Jehovah  by  mixing  aspects  of  pagan 
worsMp.  It  was  a  time  of  prosperity 
in  the  land,  though  the  poor  were 
being  oppressed.  The  social  struc¬ 
ture,  while  economically  secure,  was 
characterized  by  all  forms  of  im¬ 
morality  and  injustice.  The  words 
are  Amos’  own  words  of  condemna¬ 
tion  of  these  evils. 

I.  The  call  of  Amos  (1:1  and  7:14-15) 
Amos  wants  all  to  know  that  he  was 
not  of  prophetic  family  (7:14),  but 
was  a  layman  until  God  laid  Ms  hand 
upon  Mm.  He  was  primarily  a  sheep 
herder.  'The  word  sheep  that  is  used 
here  does  not  refer  tooi^inary  sheep. 


By  Bill  Causey,  pastor.  Parkway,  Jackson 
Amos  1:1-2:14 

him  into  prophetic  service  by  certain 
visions  of  compelling  force.  The  time 
of  his  call,  in  addition  to  the  known 
reigns  of  ^e  kings  of  Judah  and  Is¬ 
rael,  was  two  years  before  a  particu¬ 
larly  notable  earthquake.  This  same 
earthquake  seems  to  also  be  men¬ 
tioned  in  Zechariah  14:5.  This  places 
him  directly  in  line  with  other 
prophets  who  report  direct  revela¬ 
tions  from  Jehovah, 
n.  The  message  of  Amos  to  the  na¬ 
tions  (1:2-2:14) 

This  section  begins  with  Ms  envi¬ 
sioning  God  as  a  lion  roaring  from 
Zion  (and  Jerusalem).  A  caring 
shepherd  already  knew  that  when  he 
heard  the  roar  (rf  a  lion  that  the  lion 
had  already  pounced  upon  its  victim. 

(jod’s  message  to  the  nations  all 
begin  in  the  same  way:  “for  three 
transgressions  . . .  and  for  four.” 
These  numbers  are  symbolic  rather 
than  literal.  “Three”  would  be  a 
complete,  full  measure,  as  if  to  say 
that  would  be  the  limit.  But  God’s 
patience  has  gone  even  beyond  the 
limit  to  “four.”  For  that  reasmi  he 
will  not  turn  back  their  punishment. 

The  next  repeated  phrase  is  “So  I 


but  to  a  dwarf  sheep  that  wa^idely  |  will  send  fire”  (v.  4  and  in  all  others 

except  the  judgment  on  Israel).  It 
means  destruction  and  judgment  as 
in  war  wh«i  the  flanunable  parts  of  a 
city’s  defenses  were  on  fire  by  the 
enemy.  The  city’s  defenses  then  be¬ 
came  useless.  To  resist  the  judgment 
of  God  at  tMs  point  would  te  useless, 
for  God  has  judged  the  entire  region 


known  for  its  very  fine  wool.  This  vo¬ 
cation  was  supplemented  by  tending 
sycamore  fruit  wMch  was  a  kind 
low-grade  fig.  This  fig  had  the  pecul¬ 
iarity  of  having  to  Iw  punctured  to 
release  excess  fluid  befm^  it  would 
ripen. 

The  direct  call  of  God  conscripted 


to  have  gone  so  far  into  sin  that  there 
is  no  revoking  his  impending 
pumshment. 

In  the  first  pronouncement,  this 
judgment  is  pronounced  on  Damas¬ 
cus,  wMch  stands  for  the  whole  na¬ 
tion  of  Syria.  The  “house  of  Hazael” 
was  the  Syrian  dynasty  founded  by^ 
Hazael  and  continued  in  his  son' 
Ben-Hadad.  Their  sin  included  drag¬ 
ging  heavy  sleds  with  spikes  over  the 
bodies  of  the  fallen  people  in  Gilead  in 
m  act  of  unspeakable  cruelty.  God 
promises  to  “send  fire,”  break  into 
the  gate  and  cut  off  the  inhabitants  in 
the  “valley  of  Aden.”  This  location  is 
uncertain  but  since  Aven  means  van¬ 
ity,  it  probably  refers  to  a  place  of 
false  worsMp  (v.  5). 
ni.  The  mettod  of  Amos 

Amos  criss-crossed  Israel  with  Ms 
oracles  of  condemnation  (see  a 
map).  The  order  was  Damascus 
(NE),  Phillistines  (SW),  T)rre  (NW), 
Edom  (SE),  Ammon  (E  of  Jordan), 
Moab  (E  of  Dead  Sea)  and  Judah  (S) 
and  then  he  zeroed  in  on  Israel,  the 
prime  (but  not  only)  target  of  Ms 
message.  As  Ms  message  closed,  in  it 
was  increasingly  evident  that  God 
would  not  spare  the  nation  of  Israel. 
While  talking  of  others,  (3od’s  judg¬ 
ment  was  easily  believed,  but  it  B- 
nally  included  Israel  and  the  evi¬ 
dence  was  compelling. 

Every  nation,  (xnnmuMty,  and  in¬ 
dividual  needs  to  understand  that 
God  doesn’t  spare  anyone  who  does 
evil.  Judgment  is  certain. 


This  lesson  begins  a  four  session 
uMt  on  the  trial,  crudfizion,  death, 
and  resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ.  A 
careful  study  of  the  prejudices  and 
pressures  Jesus  faced  at  the  close  (A 
his  eartMy  ministry  can  help  us  face 
similar  pressures.  Seeing  how  Jesus 
responded  can  offer  inspiration  to  us 
as  we  face  people  pressure. 

Pressure  is  something  every  per¬ 
son  must  face.  Youths  are  keenly 
aware  of  peer  pressure  in  their  com¬ 
plex  growing  process.  However,  the 
temptation  to  yield  to  pressures  does 
not  pass  away  with  age.  Adults  also 
are  strongly  influence  by  peer  pres¬ 
sure,  social  pressures,  and  pre¬ 
judice. 

I.  The  prejudice  and  pressure  of  re¬ 
ligious  leaders  (Mark  14:53-44) 

After  his  arrest  Jesus  was  taken  to 
the  house  of  the  high  priest.  There  the 
Jewish  leaders  soon  gathered.  They 
made  a  strong  effort  to  find  some¬ 
thing  against  Jesus  that  would  be  suf¬ 
ficient  to  condenui  Mm  to  death.  This 
was  not  a  gathering  to  find  out  the 
truth  and  come  up  with  a  right  deci¬ 
sion.  These  Jewish  leaders  knew 
from  the  outside  what  they  were 
going  to  do.  They  just  had  to  find 
some  evidence  to  support  it.  These 
efforts  were  in  vain.  Many  false  wit¬ 
nesses  volunteered,  but  they  con¬ 
tradicted  each  other. 

Finally,  the  Mgh  priest  stood  up  be¬ 
fore  the  group  and  asked  Jesus  what 
he  had  to  say  for  himself.  Jesus  re¬ 
mained  silent.  The  high  priest  then 
asked  Jesus  if  he  were  the  Messiah. 
Jesus  replied  that  he  was.  This  was 
the  evidence  that  Caiaphas  was  look¬ 
ing  for.  He  tore  his  clones  as  a  sign  of 
mourning  and  an  expression  of  hor¬ 
ror.  Caiaphas  must  actually  have 
been  elat^  at  this  point,  for  he  now 
had  the  evidence  he  needed.  The  con¬ 
fession  of  Jesus  was  labeled  as  blas¬ 
phemy.  The  Mgh  priest  turned  to  the 
other  leaders  for  their  decision.  The 
vote  against  Jesus  was  unammous: 
he  should  be  put  to  death. 

There  is  much  food  for  thought  in 
the  silence  of  Jesus.  There  could  be 
no  more  impressive  picture  of  the 
digmty  of  Jesus.  It  is  a  picture  of  the 
superior  power  of  silence  over  words 
on  many  an  occasion.  This  silence  is  a 
warning  t  gainst  allowing  the  energy 
wMch  might  have  gone  into  positive 
mlmstry  to  be  drawn  off  into  defense. 

Is  there  anything  more  ugly  than 
religious  prejudice?  Jesus  had 
cleaned  the  Temple  and  hurt  the  poc- 
ketbook  of  the  M^  priest.  He  had 
shaken  the  religious  foundations. 
Therefore,  the  leaders  made  a  con¬ 
certed  effort  to  destroy  this  great  re¬ 
ligious  disturber.  History  reminds  us 
of  the  Inquisition  when  (Christians 
were  stirred  by  the  question  of  how  to 
punish  heretics.  May  we  be  careful 
about  being  ju<^mental  toward  those 
whose  viewpoint  is  different  from 
ours. 

n.  The  pressure  of  public  opinion 
(Mark  15:1-2,15) 

After  Jesus  was  abused  according 
to  the  custom,  he  was  bound  and 
taken  before  Pontius  Pilate.  Pilate 
was  the  Ronuui  governor.  He  was 
widely  known  as  one  who  was  ruth¬ 
less,  cruel,  vindi(ctive,  and  hated  the 
Jews  d^ly .  He  was  not  interested  at 
all  in  yielding  to  the  demands  of  the 


Jews,  but  the  pressure  of  a  possible 
riot  was  more  than  Pilate  could  take. 
AU  four  (rf  the  Gospels  are  unanimous 
in  their  conclusion  that  Pilate  did  not 
dunk  that  Jesus  was  guilty,  but  he 
bowed  to  the  pressure  of  taking  the 
easy  way  out  of  a  situation.  Although 
he  tried  to  avoid  it,  Pilate  inelded  to 
the  pressure  and  handed  Jesus  over 
to  be  crucified. 

Pilate  took  the  line  of  least  resis¬ 
tance  because  he  wished  to  please  the 
crowd.  It  is  a  sad  moment  in  the  life  of 
any  person  when  he  tosses  aside  in- 
te^ty  because  he  wants  to  please 
the  crowd.  TMs  is  a  temptation  that 
confronts  a  Christian  again  and 
again. 

The  politician,  wishing  to  satisfy 
his  public,  avoids  a  clear-cut  stand  on 
a  controversial  issue.  He  is  more 
concerned  with  Ms  standing  in  the 
polls  than  in  standing  on  what  is 
ri^t.  The  businessman  is  tempted  to 
cut  comers  because  Ms  competition 
has. 

The  need  for  additional  revenue  to 
operate  state  government  is  putting 
pressure  on  our  elected  leaders. 
Some  advocate  that  we  adopt  a  lot¬ 
tery  or  other  gambling  methods  to 
raise  needed  money.  How  will  your 
representatives  respond  to  this  pres¬ 
sure?  Will  they  allow  gambling  and 
all  that  comes  with  it  to  invade  our 
state?  Will  backs  be  turned  <m)  those 
whose  lives  will  be  damaged  by  such 
a  corrupting  influence?  We  need 
elected  officials  with  backbone 
enough  to  resist  the  pressure  of  the 
gamMing  crowd. 

It  was  customary  to  scourge  a  vic¬ 
tim  before  crucifying  Mm.  This  was  a 
merciless  ordeal.  With  his  back 
bared,  Jesus  was  fastened  to  a  post. 
The  whip  was  made  of  leather 
thongs.  In  the  end  of  each  one  was  a 
piece  of  bone  or  metal.  The  lashes 
dug  out  chunks  of  flesh.  After  this 
cruel  ordeal,  Jesus  was  turned  over 
to  be  crucified.  Jewish  prejudice  put 
such  pressure  upon  Pilate  that  he 
went  ^e  limit  in  injustice  to  satisfy  a 
mob  thirsting  for  blood.  Pilate  had  to 
decide  what  to  do  with  Jesus.  Every 
person  today  must  also  decide  what 
he  wiU  do  with  Jesus. 
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